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Undergraduate Student Alexis Soriano
“In 2019 I transfered from Tarrant County College 
with my Associate of Arts and Associate of Applied 
Science in criminal justice. I had always aspired to 
become a lawyer until my high school senior year 
when I was a member of the court trial team for 
the district. We traveled throughout DFW to fight 
mock trials and ended up winning most of them. 
It was because of this experience that my heart told 
me I was meant for more. I have since pursued my 
passion for the criminal justice field and plan to 
become a law enforcement officer and eventually 
a federal officer fighting to provide a voice for the 
voiceless. After graduation I will continue working 
for the Eagle Mountain-Saginaw ISD while attending 
Tarleton for my master’s in criminal justice.”

Fall 2020 Outstanding Graduates

Graduate Student Landon Rollins
“I am a lifelong local, working, and living in 
Fort Worth. I also am the first in my large family 
to attain a college degree. I work for the Fort 
Worth Police Department, assigned to the Crisis 
Intervention Team (CIT) and am an active reservist 
in the USAF. My goal for going to grad school was 
to have the options that a master’s degree provides. 
I look to instruct, both internally and externally, in 
law enforcement and possibly be an adjunct in the 
near future.”
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Dr. Katherine Brown (right) was recently appointed to the Crime Scene Investigation 
Consensus Body of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences Standards Board.

In October, Dr. Alex del Carmen participated in the initial video meeting for the review 
of the Czech Police Academy. 
He is the only panel member from the United States.

Dr. Tara O’Connor Shelley and Dr. Katherine Brown conducted interviews with 
members of the Burleson Fire Department in support of a National Institute of Justice/U.S. 
DOJ grant on intimate partner violence related strangulation.

Reviews:
“Racial Profiling in Policing: Beyond the Basics is yet 
another well-written work that further solidifies Alex del Carmen’s reputation as a leading 
authority on racial profiling. His approach is simple but amazingly effective. He explores the 
topic from police management, researcher, practitioner, community and analytical perspectives, 
rendering thoughtful challenges and suggestions that will move the field well beyond the basics. 
Everyone interested in promoting bias-free policing should become intimately acquainted with 
this work.”
Theron L. Bowman, PhD
Evidence-based Policing Hall of Fame 2012, The Bowman Group

Faculty News

Dr. Alex del Carmen Releases Latest Book
Dr. del Carmen’s new book, Racial Profiling in Policing: Beyond the Basics, was released 
in 2020. It addressed the complex topic using a scientific approach to show that there are 
still new areas to explore.

Dr. Rebecca Morrow (left) joins the Department of Criminal Justice after completing 
her PhD at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Her research uses an 
intersectional approach to address inequalities in populations suffering structural violence. 
Her dissertation, “That’s Why We Always Fight Back,” is an ethnography of women living 
on an American Indian reservation in Southern California as they deal with intimate 
partner violence and the violence on a reservation. 

She has co-authored a journal article and two book chapters detailing intimate partner 
violence in Sub-Saharan Africa. Her current research focuses on police helpfulness 
during intimate partner violence cases and survivors of intimate partner violence who are 
incarcerated. She seeks answers for how to reduce violence against women (and men) in 
families and in the criminal justice system. She lives with her husband, two sons, two dogs 
and two cats and is delighted to return to Texas after a 13-year absence.

“The national reckoning with race has placed a laser focus on questions of inequity in policing. 
The calls for reform have led to the collection and reporting of data on stops, arrests and race. 
As policy makers, police executives and members of the community work to address long-
standing issues they are using these data to make critical policy decision. Dr. del Carmen’s 
Racial Profiling in Policing: Beyond the Basics provides an important road map on how to 
use law enforcement collected data, its limitations, and the promise it creates for reform. This 
book is a critical contribution to data-driven policy-making and there could not be a more 
important time for this work.”
Jonathan M. Smith, Executive Director
Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights & Urban Affairs
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Fulbright Scholar: 
Dr. Tara O’Connor Shelley

Dr. Shelley received the prestigious designation 
of Fulbright Scholar in February 2019. As a Fulbright 
recipient and representative of the United States, 
Shelley taught and conducted research with the Police 
Academy of the Czech Republic in Prague in the 
beginning of 2020. POLAC is a state university and 
offers bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees. 

During her visit, Shelley taught the “Basics 
of Criminology and Crime Prevention” course 
and conducted several graduate workshops 
related to victimology and research methodology. 
The Fulbright, which aims to increase mutual 
understanding between the people of the United 
States and those of other countries, is the nation’s 
flagship international educational exchange program, 
sponsored by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs of the U.S. State Department.

Dr. Tara O’Connor Shelley, Fulbright Scholar, prepares 
for her presentation with Dr. Jan Pad’ourek of the Police 
Academy of the Czech Republic, Prague, Czech Republic.

Dr. Tara O’Connor Shelley, Fulbright Scholar, presenting 
to the Police Academy of the Czech Republic on her 
research entitled “Got Stress? Exploring the Causes and 
Consequences of Stress in American Police Officers.” 
Invited speaker, Police Academy of the Czech Republic, 
Prague, Czech Republic.

Dr. Tara O’Connor Shelley with other Fulbright Scholars 
and English teaching assistants at their orientation in 
Liblice Chateau in Liblice, Czech Republic.

Dr. Tara O’Connor Shelley traveling with other Fulbright 
Scholars and English teaching assistants, Prague, Czech 
Republic.
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Harpreet Dheer-Dixon
Master in Criminal Justice Student
Graduate Research Assistant

“It is an amazing feeling knowing that, with the oath 
ceremony completed, I am now an American citizen. 
The immigration office was very accommodating, 
and conducted the ceremony in the parking lot so my 
wife could see. And becoming a citizen in October 
2020 was great, as that allowed me to cast my vote 
in November’s election. The United States has given 
me my beautiful and loving family, great friends and, 
of course, my amazing Tarleton family. I am lucky 
to have everyone’s support and encouragement. The 
journey to citizenship was long but well worth it.”

Becoming an American Citizen 

Brenden Perfect
Grant Coordinator

“I’m originally from South Africa, and after a 15-year 
process, from applying for a green card to finally 
pledging the oath of allegiance (with my family), I 
became a U.S. citizen in 2020. What a journey! Since 
making Texas my home, I have grown in the field 
of research administration. I assist our faculty in 
the Department of Criminal Justice with ensuring 
that their sponsored research projects comply with 
Tarleton, state and federal laws and regulations. In 
short, I remove some of the burden of administration 
from our researchers so they can focus on their 
research. I enjoy playing my small part in our 
faculty’s pursuits in their areas of interest.”
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The regents appointed and commissioned Brandon Burney as a peace officer. Brandon is new to the University Police 
Department, but not to Tarleton. He’s a former Texan basketball standout and a 2015 graduate of the criminal justice 
program.
 
Waco Police Chief  Ryan Holt (right) started a new job as assistant city 
manager in 2020. He was sworn in as chief in 2017. He graduated from the 
FBI National Academy and the Police Executive Research Forum- Senior 
Management Institute for Police. He also holds a Tarleton master’s degree in 
criminal justice.

Katelyn Gage Kasberg (MPA, 2019) became business operations manager 
in the Strategic Planning Division at the Texas Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT) shortly after graduating the MPA program. She works with 
employees across the agency to analyze problems and then develop and 
implement solutions. She also is creating an agency-wide process 
self-improvement program.

On Aug. 3, 2020, Richard Butler was sworn in as the Municipal Court judge in Cisco, Texas. He completed his MCJ 
degree at Tarleton in December 2016 and has been an adjunct instructor in the Department of Criminal Justice.

Latryl Benton (MPA, December 2018) was promoted to lead command center technician at XTO Energy with direct 
control over creating and implementing new programs. This is a supervisory role in the security department.

Cadet Daniel Jones (below, no tie), a May 2019 Bachelor of Science graduate in criminal justice, was valedictorian of 
Class 054 at the Weatherford Police Academy and envisions a policing career in the Fort Worth area, ideally Benbrook or 
Argyle. Cadet Jones, thank you for your dedication to strengthening our community.

Kris Knoll (MPA, August 2019) recently started a PhD 
program at UT San Antonio in environmental science and 
engineering and is working on an Urban and Regional 
Planning Certificate. She also is project controller for TxDOT, 
helping coordinate district efforts on contract management, air 
quality, bicycle and pedestrian safety, and disability access. She 
celebrated her wedding shortly after graduation.

Katelyn Lee Sharpe (formerly Katelyn Smallwood, MPA, 
August 2020) is on the front lines as a Travis County adult 
probation officer helping with community outreach during the 
pandemic. In addition to her role in public safety and training 
new officers, she is applying to the PhD program in criminal 
justice, intending to pursue a career in teaching and legislative 
advocacy regarding adult probation protocols. She also wed in 
January 2020. 

Sarah Crain-Shannon (MPA, May 2019) accepted a job with the City of Fort Worth Office of Emergency Management. 
She has invested over 1,000 hours as an essential worker addressing the pandemic as well as providing disaster response 
planning for Hurricane Laura. Her thesis adviser, Dr. Jacqueline Abernathy, insists it be noted that she accomplished all of 
this while planning her wedding and buying her first home.

Alumni News
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On Aug. 13, 2019, Gov. Greg Abbott designated the Fort 
Worth Intelligence Exchange (INTEX) as a category 2 fusion 
center in response to a request by Fort Worth Police Chief 
Ed Kraus after extensive preparations in staffing, policy and 
procedure.

Lt. Jeff Keck, a 20-year veteran of the Fort Worth Police 
Department and a Tarleton State University graduate, has 
been working on the project since late 2017.

“Information sharing between law enforcement agencies is the 
key to successful apprehension, prevention and prosecution 
of terrorists and criminal offenders who may be crossing 
jurisdictional boundaries when committing crimes,” Lt. Keck 
says.  

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) website 
defines fusion centers as focal points for the receipt, analysis 
and sharing of threat-related information between federal, 
state, and local government agencies and private-sector 
partners involved in critical infrastructure, key resources, 
faith-based organizations and educational institutions. DHS 
now recognizes 80 state and major urban area fusion centers 
nationwide.

The governor of each state identifies its fusion centers in 
their state and ensures they operate within DHS protection 
guidelines for privacy and civil liberties.

North Central Texas now has three fusion centers serving 22 
counties. INTEX assists the other two by increasing the
sharing capabilities between law enforcement agencies in the 

western counties of the Metroplex.  The INTEX responsibility 
are covers Tarrant, Palo Pinto, Parker, Erath, Hood, Somervell, 
Eastland, Comanche and Johnson counties, which contain 
approximately 2.5 million citizens, not including those who 
enter daily for work or other reasons.

INTEX establishes a relationship with other law enforcement 
agencies, which then assign fusion center liaisons to share 
information. This provides a single conduit for information 
flow to better link crimes and suspects across jurisdictions.

“Multi-agency information and intelligence sharing is not 
new,” Keck said.  “It has been around in various forms 
for many years but has become more widely used for the 
prevention of terrorism after 9/11. Today, many fusion centers 
focus on all crimes, all threats and all hazards. It is analogous 
to a neighborhood association meeting the day after a series 
of burglaries in the neighborhood. Each resident may have 
witnessed different pieces of suspicious activity that separately 
mean nothing but when put together, may identify an exact 
timeline, suspect vehicle or even a suspect.”

Lt. Keck earned both an undergraduate degree in criminal 
justice administration and a master’s degree in criminal justice 
at Tarleton. He also serves as an adjunct instructor in the 
Department of Criminal Justice.  

“My Tarleton education has been very valuable to me. Over 
the years, I struggled to complete a degree because of my 
career, family and funding, but when I was finally able to 
return, Tarleton proved to be the best choice.”

Tarleton Graduate 
Leads Efforts 
to Create DHS 
Fusion Center 
in Fort Worth
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Erika Holt (left) received the first continuing education Certificate in 
Crime Analysis; she works in the Tarrant County Sheriff ’s Office.

Recent MPA graduate Jennifer Ratajczyk accepted a position in grant 
writing and grant management at Ranger College.

PhD student Kevin Denney recently became chief of police in Jarrell, 
Texas.

Courtney Walker graduated in 2017 with her bachelor’s of science in 
criminal justice and is finishing her thesis, “Factors that Affect Opioid 
Use in Juveniles,” to complete her master’s degree. She is working as a 
research assistant on an NIJ grant on illegal marijuana and drug-related 
violent crime in North Texas. She maps crime locations using ArcGIS 
software, which she has learned through the crime analysis courses in 
the MCJ program.

Detective Brandon Glass (right), a BAAS student, recently was promoted 
to sergeant in the Burleson Police Department. He was made sergeant by 
Chief Billy Cordell, an MCJ alumnus.

MPA student Shaiquiar Smith accepted an internship working with Judge 
Brent Carr of Criminal Court 9, under the supervision of Criminal Courts 
Administrator Greg Shugart. Shaiquiar has assisted a start-up program to 
help adults reintegrate into the workforce and helped provide the 
necessary tools.

Melissa Boschwitz in June 2020 defended her thesis, “A Tale of Drugged 
Drivers.”

Student News
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Marquis Fomby (not pictured)
Marquis graduated with bachelor’s degree in criminal 
justice from Loyola University New Orleans and an MS in 
management from Troy University. His primary research 
interests involve policing, including community relations, 
accountability and social change, with additional study in 
mental health and officers’ resiliency. A 17-year federal law 
enforcement professional and ex-Marine, he wants to teach 
and to develop programs that strengthen the relationship 
between police and the community.

2020 PhD Cohort

John Wirt
John graduated from Tarleton 
State University in 2002 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
communication, minoring in 
biology. In 2009 he earned a 
master’s degree in counseling 
psychology from Mississippi 
College. He has advanced training 
in brief, group and personal 
therapies as well as family systems. 
His research interests center 
around recidivism in offenders 

with access to mental health treatment and on public 
perception of law enforcement. Upon graduation he plans 
to work as a consultant and be involved in policy making 
concerning the mental health needs of offenders. He owns and 
operates a small business servicing a five-state territory.

Ryan Rider
Ryan graduated from Texas 
A&M with a bachelor’s degree in 
construction science, then earned 
his master’s at Tarleton in criminal 
justice. His current research 
focuses on officers’ perceptions 
of new technology on crash 
reconstructions and on forensic 
crime scene investigations, driving 
while intoxicated offenses, and 
advancing law enforcement 
deployment of 3D scanner and 

virtual reality technology. Upon graduating, he plans to 
continue his consulting and research business (Triple “R” 
Investigations), teach, and expand on training and the use of 
3D scanning and virtual reality in law enforcement.

Christina Camberos
Christina holds a 
Bachelor of Science in 
criminal justice from 
the University of North 
Texas and a Master of 
Science in criminal 
justice and criminology 
from Texas Christian 
University. Her research 
emphasizes corrections 
policy reform, LGBTQ 
prisoner inequalities 
and mental health 

in prison. Upon completion of the PhD program, she 
looks forward to teaching at an out-of-state university and 
extending her impact as a researcher and consultant. She 
currently is a fraud lead analyst in the Special Investigations 
Unit at Cigna, where she oversees fraud investigations, 
initiating courses of action for restitution of high dollar 
amounts.

Sofia Brabham
Sofia holds a Bachelor of Science and a Master of Science 
in criminal justice from the University of North Texas. 
Her academic interests are law enforcement training and 
emergency communications stress. She hopes to use her PhD 
to pursue research and teaching at the university level. As lead 
trainer for the Tarrant County 9-1-1 District, she helps train 
about 700 emergency dispatchers.
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Publications
Glassner, Steven D. (2020). Bullying Victimization and 
Delinquent Involvement: An Application of General Strain 
Theory. Children and Youth Services Review. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2020.105099

Cho, Sujung, & Glassner, Steven D. (2020). Impacts 
of Low Self-Control and Opportunity Structure on 
Cyberbullying Developmental Trajectories: Using a Latent 
Class Growth Analysis. Crime & Delinquency. https://doi.
org/10.1177/0011128720950018

Opsal, T., Luzbetak, A., and Tara O’Connor Shelley. 
(2020). Living at Extractive Sites: Invisible Harm and Green 
Victimization in the Oil Fields*. Rural Sociology. https://doi.
org/10.1111/ruso.12352

Olga Semukhina. (2020). Professional Trajectories of Law 
Enforcement Officers in Russia: Longitudinal Analysis from 
2005 to 2018. Wisconsin Journal of International Law, 37(2): 
415-440

Olga Semukhina. (2020). Normalizing the Day-To-Day 
Violence: Recent Cases of Decriminalization of Poboi 
in Russia, Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of Post-Soviet 
Democratization, 28(1): 15-45

Opsal, Tara, Luzbetak, A., and Tara O’Connor Shelley. 
(2020). Living at Extractive Sites: Invisible Harm and Green 
Victimization, Rural Sociology. https://doi.org/10.1111/
ruso.12352

Alexander, Kellie, Tara O’Connor Shelley, and Tara Opsal, 
(2020). Fracking the Rockies: The Production of Harm. In 
Handbook of Green Criminology, Vol. 2, (Avi Brisman and 
Nigel South, editors), Routledge

Olga Semukhina, Christopher Copeland, Tara O’Connor 
Shelley, and Richard Savage. (2020). Quarterly Report 2: 
Cluster Analysis of CNET Cases, Descriptive Analysis of 
USPIS Parcel Data, and Dark Web Market Trends Report for 
the National Institute of Justice, U.S. Department of Justice, 
pp. 1-76.

Olga Semukhina, Christopher Copeland, Tara O’Connor 
Shelley, and Monica Murphy. (2020). Quarterly Report 1: 
Descriptive Analysis of CNET Case Files and Overview of 
Dark Web Narcotics Markets and TOR Operation. Report for 
the National Institute of Justice, U.S. Department of Justice, 
pp. 1-60.

Tara O’Connor Shelley, Katherine Brown, and 
Stephanie Bontrager. (2020). Intimate Partner Violence 
Related Strangulation Study: Phase I Evaluability Assessment 
Report and Addendum. Report for the National Institute of 
Justice, U.S. Department of Justice, pp. 1-87.

Jacqueline Abernathy, Covich, S. Examining the efficacy 
of constancy and frequency as political strategies for assisted 
suicide legalization: Does the introduction of many bills 
over time or multiple bills at once increase the likelihood of 
assisted suicide bills passing in U.S. state legislatures? J Public 
Affairs. 2020;e2463. https://doi.org/10.1002/pa.2463

Presentations
Dr. Olga Semukhina, OUT NOW: by Stefan B. Kirmse, The 
Lawful Empire. Legal Change and Cultural Diversity in Late 
Tsarist Russia (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 
2019). Book review panel chaired at the Annual Meeting of 
Law and Society Association, Denver, CO, June 2020.

Dr. Tara O’Connor Shelley, Fulbright Scholar presenting 
to the Police Academy of the Czech Republic on her research 
entitled “Got Stress? Exploring the Causes and Consequences 
of Stress in American Police Officers.” Invited Speaker, Police 
Academy of the Czech Republic, Prague, Czech Republic.

https://doi.org/10.1002/pa.2463
https://doi.org/10.1111/ruso.12352
https://doi.org/10.1111/ruso.12352
https://doi.org/10.1111/ruso.12352
https://doi.org/10.1111/ruso.12352
https://doi.org/10.1177/0011128720950018
https://doi.org/10.1177/0011128720950018
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2020.105099
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2020.105099
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Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences in 

Criminal Justice
• Designed specifically for Criminal Justice Professionals.

• Allows students to continue to work while completing their degree.

• Fully accredited by Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.

• Eligible to earn 12-33 credit hours for documented criminal justice training and/or
work experience (one-time $35 assessment fee and no tuition charge).

• A minimum of 180 training hours is necessary to qualify for the program and
a minimum of 496 training hours is necessary to qualify for the full 33 hours.

• Peace Officer tuition exemptions are available for criminal justice courses.

• Courses are offered in an online or face-to-face format through any of our campuses:
Stephenville | Fort Worth | Waco | Midlothian | RELLIS-Bryan | Global Campus (online)

WHY TARLETON?

• Convenience of class
availability/location

• Can be dual enrolled in
Tarleton and community
college in same semester.

• Ease of transfer for credits
already taken.

• Community partnerships
that benefit student
educational experience.

• Faculty with criminal
justice experience in law
enforcement, community
corrections, legal systems,
and private consulting.

APPLY TODAY

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

(254) 968-9106
CJBAAS@tarleton.edu 

tarleton.edu/criminaljustice

WHY CRIMINAL JUSTICE?
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
jobs in community and social service, legal jobs 
and jobs in protective service are all expected 
to experience growth and demand through the 
projected year 2022. A degree in criminal justice 
offers career paths in both the public and private 
sector as well as careers at the local, state 
and federal level. Students majoring in criminal 
justice have professional opportunities awaiting 
in law enforcement, corrections, criminology and 
many other exciting areas and opportunities of 
management and advancement within agencies at 
which they are currently employed. Furthermore, 
students majoring in criminal justice have 
unlimited opportunity to continue their education 
and specialize areas of study. The Department 
of Criminal Justice at Tarleton strives to meet the 
needs of both future and current criminal justice 
professionals at all stages of their career.

mailto:CJBAAS%40tarleton.edu?subject=More%20Information%20on%20BAAS%20in%20Criminal%20Justice
http://www.tarleton.edu/criminaljustice


• Designed to merge academic knowledge with applied experience.

• Offers Courses that prepare students for career entry, promotion, federal service
and/or graduate study.

• The ongoing and diverse research by our faculty ensures students will be taught the
most up to date information in all areas important to criminal justice studies.

• Courses are offered in an online or face-to-face format through any of our campuses:
Stephenville | Fort Worth | Waco | Midlothian | RELLIS-Bryan | Global Campus (online)
Campus (Online)

TRADITION, INTEGRITY, CIVILITY, LEADERSHIP, SERVICE AND EXCELLENCE 

DEGREE HIGHLIGHTS

• 120 hour degree program

• Students may choose
an academic minor in
conjunction with the major

• Curriculum covers the full
range of the criminal justice
system

• Faculty with academic and
professional experience

• Student organizations to
help students connect with
one another as well as
criminal justice professionals

APPLIED 
EDUCATIONAL 
EXPERIENCES

• Field Experience

• Study Away

• Study Abroad

APPLY TODAY

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

(254) 968-9106
tarleton.edu/criminaljustice

WHY CRIMINAL JUSTICE?
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
jobs in community and social service, legal jobs 
and jobs in protective service are all expected 
to experience growth and demand through the 
projected year 2022. A degree in criminal justice 
offers career paths in both the public and private 
sector as well as careers at the local, state 
and federal level. Students majoring in criminal 
justice have professional opportunities awaiting 
in law enforcement, corrections, criminology and 
many other exciting areas and opportunities of 
management and advancement within agencies at 
which they are currently employed. Furthermore, 
students majoring in criminal justice have 
unlimited opportunity to continue their education 
and specialize areas of study. The Department 
of Criminal Justice at Tarleton strives to meet the 
needs of both future and current criminal justice 
professionals at all stages of their career.

Bachelor of Science in 

Criminal Justice
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Master of  
Criminal Justice
The Criminal Justice Program has several different options to fit the student’s needs. It is designed to provide 

students the skills and knowledge required to successfully navigate the competitive processes involved in 

moving ahead in their careers. The program is taught by nationally recognized faculty who have practical 

experience in the field. This program can be completed in a face to face cohort format, face to face (not in the 

cohort format), online, or a combination of online and face to face. All face to face classes are offered in the 

evenings at our Fort Worth location.  A 30 hour non-thesis and a 36 hour thesis track are offered. The thesis 

track is usually recommended for students who are considering continuing to get their PhD in the future, as it 

allows them to be more competitive and prepared.

TRADITION, INTEGRITY, CIVILITY, LEADERSHIP, SERVICE AND EXCELLENCE 

WHY TARLETON?
• Affordable tuition

• No GRE required

• Face to face or online
classes available to fit
your busy lifestyle

• Graduate certificates in
conflict resolution and
cyber-crime available

• Thesis or non-thesis
tracks offered

• Exceptional professors

• Small class sizes

APPLICATION  
REQUIREMENTS

• Online application

• 2 letters of
recommendation

• Phone interview with
program coordinator

HOW TO APPLY  
tarleton.edu/criminaljustice/ 

apply_grad.html

TUITION CALCULATOR  
tarleton.edu/scripts/tuitioncal

APPLY TODAY 

FOR MORE 

INFORMATION 

(817) 717-3694
cjmasters@tarleton.edu

http://www.tarleton.edu/criminaljustice/ apply_grad.html
http://www.tarleton.edu/criminaljustice/ apply_grad.html
http://www.tarleton.edu/scripts/tuitioncal
mailto:cjmasters%40tarleton.edu?subject=More%20Information%20on%20Master%20of%20Criminal%20Justice


Master of  
Public Administration

MISSION To provide an academically challenging

education where learning is grounded in real-world 

experiences and effective teaching, research and service. 

As a part of the Texas A&M University System, Tarleton 

is rich in history and traditon while being committed to 

the student success and diversity. Tarleton strives to 

develop moral and ethical thinkers, scholars and leaders 

who demonstrate civility and integrity, while contributing 

meaningfully and responsibly to a global society.

The MPA program is designed to develop the student’s leadership, decision making, and critical thinking abilities 

while exposing the student to public administration theory and practices focusing on governance across the 

public administration landscape to include government, non-profit and non-governmental organizations that 

provide public services. Students have the option of doing the thesis or non-thesis track, and both require 36 

hours to complete. Classes are offered both face to face at the Fort Worth campus and online, for the student’s 

convenience. The GRE has been waived for this program. Students may start the program during spring, 

summer, or fall semesters.

ALL COMMUNITIES 
DESERVE GREAT 
LEADERSHIP.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Dr. Matt Bagwell

(979) 317-3436

bagwell@tarleton.edu

WHY TARLETON?
• Affordable tuition

• No GRE required

• Face to face or online
classes available to fit
your busy lifestyle

• Graduate certificates in
conflict resolution and
cyber-crime available

• Thesis or non-thesis
tracks offered

• Exceptional professors

• Small class sizes

WHY MPA?
If you are interested in…

• Public administration

• Intergovernmental
relations

• Human resource
management

• Budgeting and finance

• Public policy

• Non-profits and non-
governmental agencies
delivering public goods
and services

APPLY TODAY

mailto:bagwell@tarleton.edu


Ph.D. in
Criminal Justice
The Ph.D. in Criminal Justice is designed with working professionals in mind. This program offers 

coursework and research leading to the Doctor in Philosophy. The program prepares students to face 

the growing complexities of the criminal justice system and to join the ranks of educated criminal 

justice professionals with advanced analytical, critical thinking and leadership skills. Classes are offered 

face to face in a cohort format and feature vigorous interaction with criminal justice professionals. The 

Ph.D. program culminates in an applied dissertation project with practical implications to the practice 

of criminal justice. The classes will meet on Saturdays at Tarleton in Fort Worth.

MISSION To provide an academically challenging

education where learning is grounded in real-world 

experiences and effective teaching, research and service. 

As a part of the Texas A&M University System, Tarleton 

is rich in history and traditon while being committed to 

the student success and diversity. Tarleton strives to 

develop moral and ethical thinkers, scholars and leaders 

who demonstrate civility and integrity, while contributing 

meaningfully and responsibly to a global society.

TRADITION, INTEGRITY, 

CIVILITY, LEADERSHIP, 

SERVICE AND EXCELLENCE 

WHY TARLETON?
• Affordable tuition

• Designed with working
professionals in mind

• Exceptional professors

• Small class sizes

APPLICATION  
REQUIREMENTS
• Online application

• Personal statement

• GRE scores

• 3 letters of
recommendation

• Interview with PhD
admissions committee

•  Thesis writing sample

REQUIREMENTS
• Master’s in criminal

justice, criminology,
or related field
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TEXAN
JUSTICE

The Institute of Predictive and Analytical Policing Science has 
launched its own webpage. For more information please visit

www.tarleton.edu/crimeanalysis/index.html
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