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Spring is coming! I realize that I may seem a little optimistic after the unprecedented deep freeze weather we just suf-
fered through. Our thoughts and prayers go out to all Texans who suffered through Winter Storm Uri and who are still 
suffering the aftermath. But, daffodils are beginning to bloom and trees have been spotted budding. Another sign that 
spring is here is the upcoming FFA Contests held at Tarleton. Be sure to look at the Save the Date section on this page 
and see announcements throughout the newsletter for those and other Spring happenings. But, if there is any doubt, 
according to the The Old Farmer’s Almanac, “In 2021, the March equinox happens on Saturday, March 20, at 5:37 A.M. 
EDT. In the Northern Hemisphere, this date marks the start of the spring season.” It just so happens that is the same 
day as this year’s Annual COAES Alumni Homecoming Breakfast. We hope to see you there. We will be taking appro-
priate COVID precautions and look to have a wonderful time. 
 
A big shout out to Michelle Damerau for a yeoman’s work preparing for the FFA contests. Nothing is the same this year 
except the quality of the contests that will happen. Thanks to all the faculty, staff, and students who make this possible. 
We will have contests and they will be conducted in a COVID safe manner. 
 
We showcase work on the new Horticultural Gardens in our At the Ag Center segment. We are making rapid progress 
putting in place the Horticultural facilities to support our new Horticultural degree. If you know a potential Horticulture 
student, please let them know we would really like to talk to them about our new degree and our facilities. Texan Tour, 
Texan Orientation, and Registration dates are all shown in the Campus Life section of this newsletter. And, we are still 
quite happy to speak to potential students individually. 
 
Please be sure to check out the faculty award sections of this newsletter. Our faculty continue to be recognized at the 
national, regional and local levels. We are very proud of Dr. Smith, Dr. Poe, Dr. Osei, Dr. Ford, Dr. Tarpley, Dr. Runyan 
and Dr. Frazier. 

 
Student activities are highlighted in this month’s newsletter as always. The Stock Horse Team 
was Reserve Champion at the National Reined Cow Horse Association completion on Febru-
ary 12th. Pictures are included below. We especially appreciate President Hurley being in at-
tendance for the win. Our students, staff, and faculty are helping create and are taking part in 
diverse events and activities. The solid set of programs of service and education are a credit 
to all in our college and university. Plus, we have a lot of fun at the same time.  
 
Becky and I hope your spring continues to get better and better. Hold on to your hats! The 
best is yet to come!  
 

WSD 

DEAN’S CORNER 

Save The Date 

 
●3/10-12 Spring Break  

●3/15-20 Tarleton Homecoming 

●3/20 Annual COAES Alumni Homecoming Breakfast 

●3/25 Tarleton FFA CDE Invitational  
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●3/25 Service Learning Day 

●3/27 Tarleton Round– Up 

●4/13 Giving Day 2021 

●4/23-24 Pursuit of Purple Steer Show 

https://calendar.tarleton.edu/event/81300-spring-break-no-classes
https://www.tarleton.edu/scripts/press/display.asp?id=6437
https://calendar.tarleton.edu/coaes/event/83774-coaes-alumni-homecoming-breakfast
https://www.facebook.com/TarletonFFAEvents/
https://calendar.tarleton.edu/event/81844-service-learning-day-2021
https://calendar.tarleton.edu/event/81368-tarleton-round-up
https://calendar.tarleton.edu/event/83150-giving-day-2021
https://www.facebook.com/pursuitofpurple/?ref=py_c
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Alumni 

Click to RSVP, call (254) 968-9227, or email jcamp@tarleton.edu  

https://calendar.tarleton.edu/event/83774-coaes-alumni-homecoming-breakfast
https://calendar.tarleton.edu/event/83774-coaes-alumni-homecoming-breakfast
https://calendar.tarleton.edu/event/83774-coaes-alumni-homecoming-breakfast


 

4   COAES Newsletter, March 2021 

COAES Outstanding Faculty  
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Email COAES@tarleton.edu to subscribe or submit newsletter content 

COAES Faculty  

Dr. W. Brandon Smith will be the recipient of 
the 2021 Southern Section Outstanding Early 
Career Animal Scientist Award: Education at 
the Southern Section ASAS annual meeting 
this summer. Congratulations Dr. Smith.  

mailto:COAES@tarleton.edu?subject=Newsletter%20Submission
https://tamus.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/TARLETON_External/job/Stephenville-TARLETON/Instructor-of-Animal-Science-and-Meat-Laboratory-Manager_R-024703?fbclid=IwAR2kz56P5AmJlTHJYxGV1aSnJd3oW31ij32uNVeIHhUOOsXbsZVY82AYZmk
mailto:jwaddell@tarleton.edu?subject=National%20Sheep%20&%20Goat%20Registry
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Click to  

Learn  

More 

Campus Life 

Upcoming Texan Orientation Dates 
 

May 22, 29 June 10, 11, 18, 19  July 15, 16 

https://www.tarleton.edu/welcome/fall-preview.html
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Outstanding Students 

Tarleton Stock Horse Team Competes at NRCHA Show 

Three members of the Stock Horse Team competed at the National Reined Cow Horse Association 
(NRCHA) Celebration of Champions Collegiate Challenge in Fort Worth on February 12

th
.  The team was 

Reserve Champion and individually; Clay Kinnison - 3
rd

 Non-Pro Division, Shadee Tye – 3
rd

 Limited Non-Pro 
Division and Emily Hamilton 2

nd
 Novice Division.  President Dr. James Hurley was in attendance at the com-

petition to cheer on and support the team along with several of their teammates.   

Students Complete Internships at Southwest Regional Dairy 
Center 

Allison Allee is a senior in the Animal Science and Veterinary Technology de-
partment and is originally from Sasche, TX. This semester, Allison is interning 
at the Southwest Regional Dairy Center, assisting with a nutrition research 
project. The Block semester provides a learning experience through super-
vised work within the agricultural field during which students expand upon 
their knowledge gained at Tarleton State University.  

 

A senior Agricultural Services and Development 
major, Jordanne Stetter is completing her final 
semester at Tarleton in the Block Program. Orig-
inally from northern Ohio, Boerne, Texas be-
came home for nine years where she was an active member within 4-H, live-
stock shows and the agricultural community. In 2019, she transferred to Tar-
leton to pursue a degree within agriculture. With a minor in Animal Science, 
Jordanne is interning at Southwest Regional Dairy Center in Stephenville as 
an Undergraduate Research Assistant for 11 weeks.  

https://www.facebook.com/TarletonCOAES
https://www.facebook.com/TarletonCOAES
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At The Agriculture Center 

Horticultural Gardens Receive Additions 
 
Students enrolled in Sustainable Food Systems currently 
taught by Assistant Professor, Dr. Stuart Weiss of Wildlife, 
Sustainability, and Ecosystem Science, learned how to 
properly plant fruit trees and the important role perennial fruit 
orchards play in local food systems. The newly designed 
teaching orchard is part of the Horticultural Gardens and is 
being used in experiential learning laboratories for students 

enrolled in Horticulture and 
WSES courses. Six fruit trees 
(pear, plum, and nectarine), pro-
cured by donation from the Ste-
phenville H.E.B grocery store, have been planted so far by students in Dr. 
Weiss’s Plant Propagation, Organic Agriculture, and Sustainable Food Sys-
tems classes. The demonstration orchard will provide long-term opportunities 
to teach COAES students applied agricultural management practices and 
agroecological principles for years to come! 

Outstanding Fall Vegetable Crop  
 
The Fall 2020 vegetable gardens yielded a bountiful 
harvest for students enrolled in Dr. Stuart Weiss’s  
Horticulture classes. The gardens provided students 
applied, experiential learning opportunities in horticul-
tural science, but also the importance of adding  
cool-season vegetables like Pak Choi and Swiss Chard 
to your diet and how to prepare these tasty vegetables. 
Instruction also included the importance of soil health and plant  
science fundamentals.  
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At The Agriculture Center 

Spring is right around the corner, be sure the follow The Purple Tractor, 

to be the first to know about new products! 


