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Greetings! We are off and running with this COVID-challenged semester. But, as usual, our students, staff, and faculty 
are rising to the continued challenges the pandemic has brought. It has been, and continues to be, an outstanding effort. 
For the latest information about Tarleton’s COVID response please see the University’s COVID website https://
www.tarleton.edu/roadmap/. 

We have been continually updating you on improvement projects at the Agriculture Center. In this edition, there are pic-
tures of several completed projects. These improve both the functionality of the Ag Center as well as its appearance. One 
major project still in progress is the reworking of the Equine Center grounds. Throughout the spring we will share the pro-
gress on that project. By summer, the Equine Center grounds should have a completely new look and vastly improved 
functionality. 

Spring is a time for birth at the Ag Center. We have our first calves on the ground from the spring calving herd. And, we 
have our first ever Dorper lambs. There are some pictures in this newsletter to commemorate their birth. We are happy to 
welcome them to the Ag Center! They open up new teaching opportunities for our faculty and students. Kids, additional 
lambs, foals, and more calves will follow as the spring progresses. The new babies are what make spring my favorite time 
of year. 

Please take time to peruse our Alumni Spotlight section. Our alumni make us very proud! Look for this as a regular fea-
ture of this newsletter. 

There is an important piece in this newsletter about our college’s advising team. We now have three advisors in addition 
to our faculty mentors to assist our students in class scheduling, graduation checks, and general help maneuvering the 
University system. Working hand-in-hand with our faculty mentors, our advisors are already showing just how valuable 
they can be to our students’ total educational programs. Students please take advantage of this convenient service and 
readers who may have future students with questions, our advisors are an additional re-
source for you. 

This newsletter also contains several articles reporting on the work of some of our Under-
graduate Research Scholars. These are just a few of our many undergraduates who are en-
gaged in meaningful research with faculty and graduate students. We are extremely pleased 
to see that this activity is gaining momentum. In addition to the valuable work they are doing, 
they are learning in a high-impact way that enhances their entire educational experience.  

Don’t forget that The Purple Tractor is open for business. It is run by students and sells prod-
ucts from the Ag Center or made in a lab as part of a class. We are very excited at the oppor-
tunities all this brings to our teaching.  

We end the newsletter with some pictures of our exceptionally cute and talented children and 
grandchildren, beautifully crafted snowpersons, and a few grownups.  

We in the College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences wish you health and          
prosperity. Stay safe! The best is yet to come. 

WSD 

DEAN’S CORNER 

Save The Date 

 
●2/13 Annual Rodeo Dinner, Auction & Hall of Fame  

●3/10-12 Spring Break  

●3/15-20 Tarleton Homecoming 

●3/20 COAES Alumni Homecoming Breakfast 
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●3/25 Tarleton FFA CDE Invitational  

●3/25 Service Learning Day 

●3/27 Tarleton Round– Up 

●4/13 Giving Day 2021 

https://www.tarleton.edu/roadmap/
https://www.tarleton.edu/roadmap/
https://calendar.tarleton.edu/event/82902-11th-annual-rodeo-steak-dinner-auction-and-hall-of
https://calendar.tarleton.edu/event/81300-spring-break-no-classes
https://www.tarleton.edu/homecoming/index.html
https://www.tarleton.edu/homecoming/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/TarletonFFAEvents/
https://calendar.tarleton.edu/event/81844-service-learning-day-2021
https://calendar.tarleton.edu/event/81368-tarleton-round-up
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At The Agriculture Center 

COVID-19 Update 
 
For the most up to date information from Tarleton State University and the Texas A&M Univer-
sity System about COVID-19, visit the University's COVID-19 Information Page.  

Agriculture Center Modernizations Continue 
 
With the change of the seasons, many of the improvement projects that have taken place at the Tarleton Ag-
riculture Center, have been completed. The new entrance gates, located on Highway 8, are breathtaking. 
The upgrade of many fenced areas throughout the property, including the decorative fencing along the main 
road, the sheep and goat and horse pasture fencing, complete re-construction of the equine center arena 
fencing and round pens came together beautifully. In addition to all the construction improvements, there 
have also been landscaping improvements included the Ag Center managers home. We look forward to the 
future, as projects continue and we are thankful for the support that has made these project possible.  

https://web.tarleton.edu/roadmap/
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At The Agriculture Center 

Agriculture Center Herd Continues To Grow 

In mid-December, the Agriculture Center welcomed its first dorper lamb for the season. To learn more about the 

various Livestock Enterprise groups visit our website. 

Tarleton Block Students Prepare To Enter The Workforce  
 
The Tarleton Agricultural Services and Development Block 
Program started in 1989. For the first weeks of the semester, 
Agricultural Communications and Ag Services & Develop-
ment majors with concentrations in Agri-Industries & Agen-
cies and Interdisciplinary Agriculture Studies complete seven 
hours of course work for the program followed by an intern-
ship worth six credit hours for the remainder for the semes-
ter.  
 Students will have course work related to profession-
alism in the work place, job searching, resume building, lis-
tening to public speakers and mock interviews.  
 The block program is designed to prepare students for 
internships and careers by providing necessary information 
not offered in traditional coursework. The primary program goal is to provide students with the opportunity 
to expand upon his/her knowledge gained at Tarleton State University in a supervised, practical business 
environment. 

A Student Worker’s Creativity Helps To Identify Facilities  

With the changes and on-going construction at the Ag Center, the manager, 
Zhan Aljoe, proposed the use of painted haybales to 
help students and visitors identify buildings. And when 
Emelie Roussel was asked if she wanted to lend a 
creative touch to the project, she jumped at the oppor-
tunity. Horticulture student Emelie Roussel is a sopho-
more from Needville, Texas and also works as a stu-
dent employee at the Horticulture Center. Owned and 
operated by her mother, she grew up on a small dairy 
raising Nubian and Lamancha goats. Her two main 
hobbies are growing plants and painting. Great job 
Emelie! 

https://www.tarleton.edu/agcenter/livestock-enterprises.html
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Outstanding Alumni & Friends 

WSES Alumni, Kelton Mote, Published his Undergraduate Re-
search in Peer-reviewed Journal 
 

While at Tarleton State University, Kelton Mote conducted undergraduate re-
search while earning his Wildlife, Sustainability, and Ecosystem Sciences de-
gree. His research, Factors Influencing Nest Survival of Mourning Doves in the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley, Texas, was recently published in The Southwestern 
Naturalist, a peer-reviewed journal, with co-authors Jordan Giese (ANRS grad-
uate alumni), and Drs. Jeff Breeden and Heather Mathewson. Kelton is cur-
rently a graduate student at Texas Tech University working towards his Master 
of Science and is researching Northern Bobwhite Quail.  

Kelton Mote holding a female 
Northern Bobwhite 

Aquaponics Facility Receives Donations 
 
Clint Metsgar, owner of Metsgar Industrial Fire Protection Systems LLC, works with the installation and 
maintenance of fire suppression systems. He has graciously donated over 80 55-gal. blue barrels, 4 IBC 
totes, as well as a dozen 1 gal. containers.  These donations will be used in many aquaponics, rain wa-
ter collection, and worm rearing projections. Thank you Clint! 

On April 13, 2021 the Office of 
Development at Tarleton State 
University invites you to be a part 
of Tarleton's Giving Day.  
 
Mark your calendars now!  
 
Be the Reason 
our students  
succeed both in 
and out of the 
classroom!   

https://bioone.org/journals/the-southwestern-naturalist/volume-64/issue-3-4/0038-4909-64.3-4.210/FACTORS-INFLUENCING-NEST-SURVIVAL-OF-MOURNING-DOVES-IN-THE-LOWER/10.1894/0038-4909-64.3-4.210.full
https://bioone.org/journals/the-southwestern-naturalist/volume-64/issue-3-4/0038-4909-64.3-4.210/FACTORS-INFLUENCING-NEST-SURVIVAL-OF-MOURNING-DOVES-IN-THE-LOWER/10.1894/0038-4909-64.3-4.210.full
https://bioone.org/journals/the-southwestern-naturalist/current
https://bioone.org/journals/the-southwestern-naturalist/current
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Need Advising Assistance  

Need to meet with an Academic Advisor? Log into your EAB Navigate profile to find your assigned advisor.  
Appointments are required to meet with an advisor and must be scheduled through EAB Navigate.  

Taylor Nichols, tnichols@tarleton.edu, 254-968-1795 
Katie W. Smith, kwsmith@tarleton.edu, 254-968-0775 

Cheyenne Robinson, crobinson@tarleton.edu, 254-968-9019 

mailto:tnichols@tarleton.edu
mailto:kwsmith@tarleton.edu
mailto:crobinson@tarleton.edu
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Students Opportunities & Campus Life 

The Tarleton Purple Pantry @ Stephenville offers 
confidential and discreet service to Tarleton's Ste-
phenville campus and is available in the Thompson 
Student Center. The Purple Pantry @ Stephenville is 
accessible by card swipe. To gain access, complete 
this form and put in your student UID number. Access 
will be granted within 24 hours. 

Learn More About The Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Ap-
propriations (CRRSA) Act and How to Apply 
 
Tarleton serves a broad community of students (Stephenville, Fort Worth, Waco, Midlothian, RELLIS-Bryan 
and Global Campus) with unique needs related to COVID-19. To help meet those needs, a new relief pack-
age — the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations (CRRSA) Act — part of the 
larger Consolidated Appropriations Act 2021. These funds are available to assist students cover expenses 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Tarleton students can apply for this grant via the application link on this 
webpage. 

Student Leadership and Service Award Applications Open 
 
Annually since 1995, The Division of Student Affairs has held the Leadership and Service Awards Ceremo-
ny to recognize and highlight student leaders and exemplary student organizations at Tarleton. 
 
Applications for the below awards are currently open on TexanSync, self-nominations are accepted: 
 
Individual Awards 
John Tarleton Spirit Award 
Wanda Mercer Legacy Award 
Sophomore Leadership Award 
Freshman Leadership Award 
Graduate Student Leader 
Impact Award 
W.O. and Flo Trogdon Individual Service Award 
Advocate Award 
Earl Rudder Award 
Leadership in Athletics Award 
Tarleton Alumni Association Keeper of the Gates Award 
 
Organization Awards 
Program of the Year 
Colonel Will L. Tate Organization of the Year 
W.O. and Flo Trogdon Organizational Service Award 
 
Advisor Awards 
May Jones Advisor of the Year 
 
Community Awards 
Senator Robert J. Glasgow Award 

https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?TarletonStateUniv&layout_id=18
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?TarletonStateUniv&layout_id=18
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-the-Tarleton-Purple-Pantry-100885865046384
https://www.tarleton.edu/finance-administration/crrsa.html
https://calendar.tarleton.edu/event/82569-leadership-and-service-award-applications-open
https://texansync.tarleton.edu/forms
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Student Research 

Turkey Peak Mitigation Project Effort To Restore Native Grasses After Juniper Removal 
By Kathryn Burton, WSES Graduate Assistant 
 
The Turkey Peak Mitigation Project team has been working hard on veg-
etation management activities across their research field site located 
near Strawn, TX. The team surveyed for vegetation composition and 
density along riparian zones across the landscape. Contractors removed 
juniper in high density categories which will allow native plants in the low-
er canopy to grow. After removal, the team collected and dispersed na-
tive grassland seeds in disturbed areas to promote new growth. The 
Spring semester will be filled with additional vegetation sampling, avian 
point counts, game camera monitoring, and pollinators surveys.  
 The Turkey Peak team will need technicians for the Summer and 
Fall 2021 semesters. If you would like to be involved by volunteering or 
applying for a technician position, let us know! Please contact Kathryn 
Burton at kathryn.burton@go.tarleton.edu or Josef Leachman at 
josef.leachman@go.tarleton.edu for information on becoming involved. 
Project Principal Investigators: Drs. Heather Mathewson and Darrell Murray. 

Undergraduate Research Spotlight: Marshall Mills 
By Marshall Mills, WSES Undergraduate Researcher 
 
A Sophomore Wildlife, Sustainability, and Ecosystem Sciences student, I am origi-
nally from Midland, Texas, but moved to Sweetwater my Junior year of high school. I 
have always been interested in the outdoors, but I have grown to have a sincere pas-
sion for wildlife once I moved. In Sweetwater, I did not had an opportunity to join any 
wildlife organizations that could help expand my knowledge, so I worked to teach 
myself as much as I could about native wildlife in my area. 
 Now that I am at Tarleton, I have taken advantage of the opportunities that 
have been presented. I became a volunteer for WSES graduate student, Kathryn 
Burton, during my first year. Kathryn has been collecting data at a site near Strawn, 
Texas, and Palo Pinto Mountains State Park. During my volunteer work, I have 
grown extremely passionate for the work that Kathryn is doing and for the research 
site. She has been using this area as her thesis project research, which includes sur-
veying for ecological differences that may arise from a mitigation effort that is being carried out by Tarleton 
and many other contributors to maintain the lake, ponds, and streams that are present. 
 I have been able to gain a great deal of field experience in the form of species identification, surveys, 
experiments, etc. During my time of volunteering, I decided that I wanted to be a part of something as signifi-
cant as this mitigation project, so I began to work with Kathryn and our advisor, Dr. Heather Mathewson, on 
my own research project that will contribute to the entirety of the mitigation project.  
 The research project will begin in March of 2021. My project will consist of finding patterns and prefer-
ences of microrefugia by herptiles. We will examine 11 points of interests that contain microrefugia in the 
form of leafy litter, rock outcrops, fallen trees and limbs, logs, and brush piles for any reptile or amphibian 
presence. Once the project begins, my team and I will be examining these 11 POI’s every weekend to en-
sure consistency, but to keep disturbances to a minimum. I am very thankful for the opportunities that I have 
been awarded and am eager to start this research. My research is advised by Dr. Mathewson with collabora-
tion from Dr. Jesse Meik, Biology, and it is supported by the COAES Undergraduate Research Scholar. 

Sophomore WSES  
undergraduate researcher, 

Marshall Mills 

Photo captured by Kathryn Burton 
showing an area recently cleared of 

juniper in Strawn, TX. 

mailto:kathryn.burton@go.tarleton.edu
mailto:josef.leachman@go.tarleton.edu
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Student Research 

In My Own Words: Update on Team Sparrow 
By Emily McGhee, undergraduate in Wildlife, Sustainability, and Ecosystem Sciences 
 
I have recently had the pleasure and honor to join Team Sparrow. Under 
Dr. Mathewson and graduate students Kathryn Burton and John Palarski, 
technicians Ty Cosper, Eli Marjonen, Emily Vincik, and I have begun an 
incredible adventure in seeking out the Henslow’s sparrow. 
 Even when the weather is numbing our toes, and we have to en-
dure long treks through the sharp, prickly brush with soaked “water-proof” 
boots, Team Sparrow is relentless. We are like determined soldiers on a 
world-saving quest. The moment we see a bird fly across our transect, 
everyone stops, and the ground becomes like eggshells. We move quick-
ly, but swiftly - even as our jackets suffer new holes from the sharp 
brush. Then, collectively working together, we confirm the identification of 
the sparrow - otherwise known as the “brown blurb”. 
 For me, spotting and identifying sparrows is exhilarating and gives 
me an excitement that I have never felt before. The day we spotted our 
first Henslow’s sparrow is a day I won’t forget. Working as a team, we 
followed the sneaky little bird for a while, and when Kathryn pulled out 
her phone with the picture of the sparrow looking right into the camera, 
we all knew. An outsider looking in would have thought we found gold; 
we jumped and shouted in celebration of our confirmed identification of a 
Henslow’s sparrow! 
 Most of all, I love the challenge this opportunity brings. Not only 
must you spot what color the sparrow is, but you must see if there is a stripe in front or behind its eye, take 
note of its behavior and shape, look at the way it flies, and take many more observations before losing track 
of where it has gone. It’s like putting together a 1000-piece jigsaw puzzle with only a couple of seconds to 
finish. It is a rush and challenge that the team thrives in. 
  We have successfully identified many other sparrow species in addition to our spotting of the Hens-
low’s sparrow. We have seen song sparrows, chipping sparrows, Lincoln’s sparrows, grasshopper sparrows, 
field sparrows, swamp sparrows, savannah sparrows, white-throated sparrows, white-crowned sparrows, and 
my favorite, LeConte’s sparrows. In fact, I have begun my first undergraduate research project studying the 
LeConte’s sparrows and their habitat!  
 Team Sparrow will continue the trek through cold weather, swampy grounds, and prickly brush. We 
won’t lose focus or stop until the mission is complete. I look forward to our future adventures at Camp Maxey. 
(Sparrow research funded by Texas Military Department) 

Henslow’s Sparrow, can you spot it 
(answer on last page of newsletter)? 
Picture taken by Kathryn Burton. 

Undergraduate Research Scholar Spotlight: Alyssa Hurley 
By Alyssa Hurley 
 
I am a first-year student in the department of Wildlife, Sustainability, and Ecosystem 
Sciences here at Tarleton. I am from Whitehouse, Texas and I am planning to pursue a 
career in ornithology. I was a member of the Whitehouse FFA Chapter for four years 
and there I found my passion for wildlife. Through my high school’s vet program, I was 
able to intern with a local exotic vet for over two hundred hours and gain valuable medi-
cal knowledge about many different animals. 
 As a falconer, I have the unique opportunity to work with birds of prey on a daily 
basis, and though this interaction is strictly limited to falconry birds, I believe my 
knowledge on North American raptors will be invaluable for my research project. This 
upcoming semester, I will be performing roadside surveys to estimate the population 
density of American Kestrels in Erath County. I then plan to use this information to determine the best loca-
tions to place nesting boxes for the observation of mating behavior, nestling survival rates, and the competi-
tion kestrels face in the wild. 
 I look forward to starting my research project soon. Alyssa’s undergraduate research is advised by Dr. 
Heather Mathewson and is supported by the COAES Undergraduate Research Scholarship.  

Alyssa Hurley and her 
first hawk, Rodeo. 
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Student Research 

Undergraduate Research Scholar Spotlight: Neesa Johnson  
By: Dr. Hennen Cummings, WSES Professor 
 
Neesa Johnson started her undergraduate research project researching the effects of Mexican scud 
(small, shrimp-like amphipod) on lettuce roots in a hydroponic system.  Mexican scud consume organic 
matter in water, like fish feces, and keep lettuce roots white and functioning efficiently in an aquaponics 
system. Neesa’s research is to determine if their presence in the root zone is beneficial or harmful. Turns 
out that the scud could not tolerate the full strength hydroponics nutrient solution which is high salt. The 
study is conducted in the hydroponics system to design a worse-case scenario where the only food for the 
scud is the lettuce roots (no fish feces/more control of nutrients for replication). 
 Initially, Neesa needed to count 200 scud for 0, 1/10, ¼, ½ and full strength nutrient solution, as well 
as gather a count after being in the aerated/heated solutions for 1 week, repeating this process four 
times. Concluding that scud will consume each other when fed only cucumber slices in the nutrient solution 
trials, the scud population reduced by about 25%. The project has now shifted to determining how to reduce 
scud self-predation by inventing structures to use in the system that provide more square footage for scud 
to occupy and control the appropriate amount and type of food, while also determining how to grow lettuce 
in either ¼ or ½ strength nutrient solution.   

 

 

 

 
Compost Bedded Barns As An Alternative Housing 
Option For Lactating Cows  
 
By Paige Bielamowicz, an Animal Science senior, recently wrote an 
extension article that was published at the National Level. To read 
the complete article, visit Progressive Dairy. 

https://www.progressivedairy.com/topics/barns-equipment/compost-bedded-barns-as-an-alternative-housing-option-for-lactating-cows?utm_source=Newsletters&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=011421PDnewsletter&fbclid=IwAR2_sg70tXFfNLYvFwIJ3WnbJSzIIprkh222I1wZAGjHk6
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The Purple Tractor 
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On The Home Front 

The Waddell Family had a great time at the 2021 Erath Co. 
Fair. Trey earned two blue ribbons, including his lamp design. 

Trevor was excited to participate as a Clover Kid! 

Dr. Barbara Jones son Walker 
building a snowman! 

We’re you able to locate the Henslow’s Sparrow? 

The Keith’s built a 
COAES themed snow-
man! 

The Damerau’s enjoying the snow day! 

Winter Wonderland in Dublin, TX 

Cooper, Dr. Damron’s grand-
son, has made an early life 
choice. Boots go with every-

thing, even pj’s. 


