
Ag Mechanics Club 

Professor Dr. Langley, freshman; Andrew Wood, Graduate Students: Cheyenne 
Hearnsberger and  Callie Faul, Freshman; Hayden Roach and Senior; Scott Miller.  

Over this Spring Break, five Tarleton Ag Mechanic Club Members traveled 
to The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo to assist judges with the Agricul-
tural Mechanics Project Show.  

These five students participated as judging assistants for many agricultural 
mechanic projects. These included hay handling equipment, tractor mounted 
equipment, shop tables, truck bumpers, headache racks, replacement beds, 
entry gates/panels, livestock restraining and handling equipment, livestock 
equipment, livestock feeders, and trailers ranging from bumper pulls and 
goosenecks to welding/service trailers, modified utility, stock, cargo and hy-
draulic dump trailers.  

The show also included tractor restoration projects, in which tractors from 
the 1950’s up to the present day were exhibited. This was a great learning 
opportunity and experience for the Tarleton Agriculture students, who have 
plans of working in the agricultural industry  



WSES Students Attend the Southeast Section of The Wildlife Society’s An-

nual Student Conclave at Louisiana State University 

 

By Kathryn Burton and Daniel Wilcox 

 

On the weekend of March 24, 2018, Tarleton Student Chapter of The Wild-

life Society representatives Nick Belsher, Daniel Wilcox, Wyatt Bagwell, and 

Kathryn Burton, along with Chapter Advisor Dr. Heather Mathewson, attend-

ed the Southeast Section of The Wildlife Society's Annual Student Conclave 

hosted by Louisiana State University. This annual event provides college stu-

dents with valuable hands-on training in wildlife management and conserva-

tion, and networking opportunities with wildlife professionals. Some activi-

ties include field trips, workshops (e.g., telemetry, trapping and handling 

mammals and birds, chemical immobilization, necropsies), field competi-

tions, local tours, game-calling competitions, quiz bowls, banquets, photog-

raphy contests, and guest speakers. Tarleton attended alongside 19 other 

schools, comprising almost 400 students from 13 different states.  

Led by Team Captain, Daniel Wilcox, Tarleton's Quiz Bowl competitors ad-

vanced through two rounds of questioning testing their knowledge of wild-

life, biology, taxonomy, and related topics; losing in a close bout with Ken-

tucky’s Murray State University. Tarleton also competed in a second wildlife 

team competition consisting of 26 stations requiring contenders to complete a 

field task, answer wildlife related questions, or identify native species. After 

the team competition, they headed to individual competitions, of which, Tar-

leton competed in a 1.5-mile obstacle course requiring the scaling of 10 foot 

walls, army crawls through mud, and balance beams over snake infested wa-

ters. 

Our team also attended wildlife experience building workshops. Wyatt Bag-

well attended the Invasive Species class, wherein he learned about the ecolo-

gy and identification of Louisiana's most harmful invasive species. Daniel 

Wilcox attended a workshop on Geographic Information Systems (GIS), 

which provided intermediate knowledge on the mapping software and some 

recent scientific applications. Nick Belsher and Kathryn Burton attended the 

Mike the Tiger workshop, educating them on the background of the LSU 

mascot and efforts that go into providing Mike with exemplary habitat and 

dietary conditions.  

Activities and events were primarily held on the LSU campus, providing our 

Tarleton team members a display of LSU’s rich natural scenery. While expe-

riencing the conclave, attendees also received a great taste of Louisiana cul-

ture. The LSU members and volunteers prepared Cajun style food for lunches 

and dinners, cooked popular Louisiana dishes including gumbo, orzo, fried 

catfish, and crawfish. 

WSES NEWS 



Overall, Tarleton walked away with an enriching experience of professional 

and peer networking, a stronger knowledge of Louisiana wildlife, and career 

developing exposure. 

Daniel Wilcox, Wyatt Bagwell, Kathryn Burton, and Nick Belsher (left to right) compete in 
the Wildlife Quiz Bowl Competition. 

Kathryn Burton, Wyatt Bagwell, Daniel Wilcox, and Nick Belsher identify and age game 
bird wings and deer jaws during the Team Competition. 



DAIRY CHALLENGE TEAM 

The Dairy Challenge team participated in the National Dairy Challenge com-

petition for the first time April 12th to the 14th in Visalia, CA.  National Dairy 

Challenge teams are tasked with evaluating records, the farm operation, and 

making recommendations to improve farm performance based on individual 

farm goals.  Tarleton Team members are Kim Reuscher, Courtnie Schroeder, 

Miranda Stotz, and Zachary Schlumpf.  The team is coached by Dr. Barbara 

Jones, assistant professor in the animal sciences department and Director of 

the Southwest Regional Dairy Center.  Along with competing at the national 

level, students were able to visit a pre-competition farm, participate in a career 

fair, and network with industry representatives.  Please congratulate the team 

on a job well done!  Thank you very much to the Texas Association of Dairy-

men, DairyMax, and the Texas Animal Nutrition Council for sponsoring the 

team. For more information about dairy challenge please visit 

 http://www.dairychallenge.org/ 

http://www.dairychallenge.org/


Our very own Barb Jones was in the USnews!!! 

Check it out!   

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/

michigan/articles/2018-04-09/dairy-farmers-use-

fitness-trackers-to-monitor-cows  

 

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/michigan/articles/2018-04-09/dairy-farmers-use-fitness-trackers-to-monitor-cows
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/michigan/articles/2018-04-09/dairy-farmers-use-fitness-trackers-to-monitor-cows
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/michigan/articles/2018-04-09/dairy-farmers-use-fitness-trackers-to-monitor-cows


DAIRY NEWS 

By Kim Reuscher 

 

I had the chance to attend the High Plains Dairy Conference in Amarillo, 
Texas as a student worker. The High Plains Dairy Conference is where pro-
ducers and industry professionals come from Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Col-
orado and New Mexico to discuss and enlighten dairy professionals on cur-
rent issues and new research. I assisted Dr. Ellen Jordan and Dr. Robert 
Hagevoort behind the scenes and helping the presentations run smoothly. 
Some of my favorite presentations were Dr. Geoffrey Dahl’s over heat stress 
in dry cows, Dr. Barbara Jones’s over heat abatement in Texas dairy farms 
and Dr. Joe Harner’s presentation over water management for dry lot cattle. 
During the conference, I got the chance to meet with industry professionals as 
well as graduate students from other universities and discuss opinions on the 
future of the dairy industry. Also, I had the chance to present my research 
over the impact of the type of calf hutch on heat stress in dairy calves to the 
producer who let me conduct the project on his calf ranch.  



ASVT EQUESTRIAN TEAM 

Fall 2017 recipients of the Equine Science Certificates  

Four students that successfully completed the Tarleton State University Eq-

uine Science certificate. This certificate program identifies students with a 

high proficiency in equine science; those that complete the program have 

earned an 80% or higher in all required coursework. Fall 2017 recipients are 

Summer Farmer, Kinsey Smith, Paxton Edwards and Croy Newell.  

 

Congratulations to these excellent students! What an accomplishment! 

Croy Newell 



ON THE HOME FRONT 

 

COAES FAMILY AND FUN 

Sweet Braylee and her Easter Eggs! 



Have something to share?  Please submit articles, pictures and ideas to 

tuck@tarleton.edu 

mailto:Tuck@tarleton.edu

