
AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS CURRICULUM 

 

 

Unit: SMALL ENGINE 

  

 

 

Topic: MOWER MAINTENANCE  

 

Topic Objectives: Upon Completion of this lesson, students will be able to: 

A.  Understand the maintenance of a lawn mower 

B. Remove, sharpen and safely reattach the mower blade 

Time Frame:  

 

90minutes 

 

Materials/Equipment:  

PowerPoint 

Handouts  

Lawnmower 

Operators manual   

10 blades, 8 with imperfections 

Wrenches, Grinder, Vice, Floor Jack, Blade Balancer, Heavy Leather Gloves 

 

References:  

SCAG Power Equipment Operators Manual #03092 

 

Teaching Procedure: 

 

A. Interest Approach: 

Divide into groups.  Have each group brainstorm on ways they should take 

care of lawn mowers.  Ask them to take turns telling you them, ask for a 

volunteer to list on the board. 

 

B. Teaching Steps: 

a. Show Mower Maintenance slide show 

b. Hand out Lawnmower Blade Inspection Sheet 

c. Let students observe 5 blades.  They can make observations and write 

them down on paper. 

d. Discuss different imperfections with students as a class. 

e. Ask one student to mow a strip or two with dull blades.  Leave enough 

room to mow beside with sharp blades. 

kmcgregor
Note
Bob,

Great job of following the formatting instructions!  Your diligence will help us both work together more efficiently and will allow us to accomplish our goal of having your lesson ready before Delta!

See the remainder of my notes and questions throughout the document.

Cheers,
Kyle

kmcgregor
Text Box
CLICK HERE FOR NOTES & QUESTIONS:

kmcgregor
Note
Good set of objectives!  Super application of concepts taught!

Questions:
1.  Are your courses scheduled for 90 minutes for each meeting?  - Just Curious.
2. Be sure to use observable and measurable verbs in your objectives.  "Understand" as used in objective 1 can be measured numerous ways.  How will you measure if they understand it or not? (i.e. - explain it, describe it, list the steps involved in it, perform it, etc.)


kmcgregor
Note
Bob,

Are there any key terms or standards that could be included?

kmcgregor
Note
Brainstorming is always a great way to tap into students' prior knowledge, especially when many of them will have had experiences with lawnmowers!  Good Call!

What would your directions to your students for the interest approach sound like if you were to capture them here?

kmcgregor
Note
Very nice sequencing!  I can tell that you have taught the lesson before and that it works for your students.  This leads me to a question! (Oh great!  Another question, right!)

You obviously utilize a lot of directions, activities, bridges/transitions, languaging, etc.  What does all of that dialogue sound like?  Could you put that down on paper for me?

I know, it sounds silly, but it really helps in the development process!



f. Move to lawnmower.  Do hands on demonstration of how to remove a 

lawn mower blade.  Get students to volunteer to do different tasks such 

as jacking machine up, loosening bolts, putting blade in vice, etc.   

g. Demonstrate proper sharpening technique as illustrated on handout.  

Allow students to balance.  Students can try to sharpen blades if they 

want. 

h. Re-attach blade to mower and mow next to strip that was mowed 

previously.  Note difference in cut. 

i. Give one student operators manual. Have them read aloud one by one 

the different things that must be done.  Run through each of these.  

Actual task can be performed or explained depending on time 

restraints.  Ask for volunteers to show class if they may know how to 

do task. 

 

C. Review:  Move back into classroom and ask students to compare differences 

in cut of sharp vs. dull blades.  Students can list differences on blade handout 

and then share information with the class. 

 

D. Evaluation: Quiz over five remaining blades 

kmcgregor
Note
Do you plan on using any E-Moments during your instructional delivery?

kmcgregor
Note
What might to tell students in your directions to ensure they highlight each objective in their answers?  What would your directions sound like if you added this in?

kmcgregor
Note
Bob,
You have a very solid lesson that gives you an excellent foundation to build on.  Thanks again for following the format, this puts you way ahead of the curve!  This really tells me a lot about you and how you plan to "show-up" at Delta!  Keep-up the great work and you will see all of our collective goals at Delta will be achieved because of your diligence!  Consider the questions I have posed above and tackle the actions below, then get back to me with your changes.

Actions:
1.  Review the Lesson Template and Lesson Guideline that were sent to you from Andy Armbruster.  Specifically with the areas related to Contextual Sets, Bridges, Summations, Languaging, Questions and Directions.  You have probably deduced from all of my questions and comments above that I would like for you to share with me much of the languaging and processes that you go through while teaching.  Would you mind sharing those with me?  I can tell from your lesson that you are probably doing those things, however, it would be nice to take a peek at how you verbalize and perform them.
2.  It would be great if you could incorporate E-Moments into your content delivery.  Everyone is required to have a minimum of two in their lessons they are bringing.  Let me know if I can be of any assistance with this. 
3.  Think about my questions, make changes and kick the lesson back to me.  Let me know if you have any questions.
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