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THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY ● 5410 Grosvenor Lane ● Bethesda, MD  20814-2144 ● (301) 897-9770 ● FAX:  (301) 530-2471

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION OF 

PROFESSIONAL WILDLIFE BIOLOGISTS

VALID THRU DECEMBER 31, 2008
INSTRUCTIONS:  Application must be typed in English.  If word processing is used, the entire page, including instructions, must be duplicated.  Submit original, five (5) clearly readable copies, and appropriate fee payable to:  The Wildlife Society, 5410 Grosvenor Lane, Bethesda, MD  20814-2144 USA.  It is the applicant's responsibility to provide full documentation of education and professional-level experience as a wildlife biologist.  Failure to provide complete documentation may limit your rights of appeal if you are denied certification.  Applications must be accompanied by completed transcripts with evidence of conferral of degrees.  (See pages 13 and 14 for detailed instructions.)

NOTE:  Before completing this application, please carefully read the Program for Certification of Professional Wildlife Biologists, valid thru 31 December 2008, and the information on pages 13 and 14 of this application.  No application can be processed until a complete application and all supportive materials have been received by The Wildlife Society.
NAME _____________________________________________________________ BIRTHDATE_____________________________

(Last)





(First)


(Middle)


(Day/Month/Year)

ADDRESS* _________________________________________________________ E-MAIL ________________________________
(P.O. Box or Street)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(City)






(State/Province)



(Postal Code)


(Country)


This address is: 
Home


 
Work   

TELEPHONE NUMBER:  Home (_______)____________________________Business (_______)_____________________________ 

APPLICATION FOR:
Certified Wildlife Biologist (CWB)
  




Certified Wildlife Biologist




      







previously certified as an      
   

Associate Wildlife Biologist (AWB)




Associate Wildlife Biologist


        

Have you ever applied for certification as an AWB?  YES       NO        or   CWB?  YES       NO          If so, when? _________________

   (Year)

MONTH/YEAR AWB STATUS CONFERRED ___________________
Name as issued on AWB certificate (if applicable) ____________________________________________________________________

Have you ever been denied certification?                                 





If so, when?___________________________
I.
COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY EDUCATION

     








DATES




    
      MO-YEAR

     A.
INSTITUTION(S)


ATTENDED
        DEGREE           CONFERRED     MAJOR
1.___________________________
________________      _________
      ___________      _________________________

2.___________________________
________________      _________
      ___________      _________________________


3.___________________________
________________      _________
      ___________      _________________________

4.___________________________
________________      _________
      ___________      _________________________

* This address will be used for TWS communication, publications, and Certification Database (once conferred).














Applicant's name ___________________________________                                                                             

B.
COMPLETED COURSES:  List all courses in their proper category and where course titles do not describe content, provide a written description immediately below the course listing.  In addition, applicants should provide catalog or own word course description, immediately below the course listing, wherever specified and as needed to demonstrate content relevant to the requirement category.  See page 13, item B, for further information.   Course credits may be divided, but not duplicated, among categories when a course covers material in more than one category.  All courses must be taken for credit and passed (i.e., D or better or a "Pass" in the case of pass-fail).  Please specify all course credits in semester hours (1.5 quarter hours = 1 semester hour).  Please fully document any professional experience or non-traditional education to be substituted for educational deficiencies.
1.
Biological Sciences:  36 semester hours are required.  (Note: the hours required in subcategories a-e total 33; the remaining 3 hours may be in any of the five subject areas.)

a.
Wildlife Management:  courses emphasizing the principles and practices of wildlife management.  Course descriptions are required and should demonstrate training in understanding and manipulating habitat relationships and population dynamics in the context of objectives and influences established by human concerns and activities.  Conservation Biology courses count if they contain a specific focus on management and decision making.  A minimum of six (6) semester hours is required.









COURSE
SEMESTER



TITLE OF COURSE



DEPARTMENT

INSTITUTION


NUMBER
HOURS
Wildlife Habitat and Range Management
Animal Science

Tarleton State University

WLDM 221
3

An introduction to the principles and practices of managing wildlife and habitat; factors regulating wildlife populations including behavior, disease, predation, and harvest; and public policy related to wildlife conservation.
Wildlife Management Techniques

Animal Science

Tarleton State University

WLDM 310
3

Field and laboratory techniques used in wildlife management and research. Determining age and food habits, population analysis, habitat analysis, and introduction to research.



b.
Wildlife Biology:  courses in the biology and behavior of birds, mammals, reptiles, or amphibians.  Course descriptions are required.  Courses should demonstrate training in understanding the biology of wildlife species and their habitat relationships as the basis for management and must include at least one course dealing solely with the science of mammalogy, ornithology, or herpetology.  Ichthyology, marine biology (except courses focusing on marine mammals or reptiles), microbiology, entomology, or related courses will not count in this category, but will qualify in the Zoology category.  A minimum of six (6) semester hours is required.









COURSE
SEMESTER



TITLE OF COURSE



DEPARTMENT

INSTITUTION


NUMBER
HOURS
Mammalogy





Biology


Tarleton State University

BIOL  451
4

A study of the evolution, anatomy, behavior, ecology, systematics, and basic biology of mammals. Laboratory work includes identification of regional mammals as well as techniques for the collection and preparation of mammalian specimens.
Ornithology






Biology


Tarleton State University

BIOL 430
4

A study of the basic biology of birds, including origins, systematics, ecology, biogeography, physiology, anatomy, and reproductive biology. Laboratory emphasizes identification of regional avifauna and includes multiple field trips.
Avian Science





Wildlife Management
Tarleton State University

WLDM 201
3
An introduction to the study of birds, their structure, physiology, reproduction, ecology and behavior. Relates gamebird production and biology to basic ornithological principles. Laboratory covers production of game birds from conception and incubation to marketing and sales. Gamebirds studied are various quail, pheasant, partridge, and wild turkey species.
Big Game Ecology and Management
Wildlife Management
Tarleton State University

WLDM 426
3
Survey of distributions and life histories of North American big game species. Productivity, food habits, economic significance and management will be examined. Will include a study of current management strategies employed on deer farms in North America with a focus on the Texas deer industry and impacts on traditional wildlife management.
c. Ecology:  course(s) in general plant or animal ecology (excludes human ecology).  Course descriptions are required.



A minimum of three (3) semester hours is required.









COURSE
SEMESTER



TITLE OF COURSE



DEPARTMENT

INSTITUTION


NUMBER
HOURS
Ecology







Biology


Tarleton State University

BIOL 401
4

Plants and animals in relation to their environment.












Applicant's name ___________________________________                                                                             
d. Zoology:  courses in the taxonomy, biology, behavior, physiology, anatomy, and natural history of vertebrates and invertebrates.  Course descriptions are required.  Courses in genetics, nutrition, physiology, disease, and other biology or general zoology courses are accepted.  Ichthyology or fisheries biology courses are accepted.  A minimum of nine (9) semester hours is required. 






















COURSE
SEMESTER



TITLE OF COURSE



DEPARTMENT

INSTITUTION


NUMBER
HOURS
Animal Biology





Biology


Tarleton State University

BIOL 121
4

The major animal phyla and vertebrate systems are surveyed, with representative examples and dissection of the frog stressed in the laboratory. Substantial microscopic observation required.

Heredity








Biology


Tarleton State University

BIOL 303
4

The fundamental principles of inheritance and their application to plants and animals including humans. Laboratory stresses genetic variables and manipulation of genetic traits.
Entomology







Veterinary Entomology

Tarleton State University

ENTO 301
3

Classification, biology, and control of arthropods associated with livestock and wildlife. Identification will be emphasized in the laboratory.

Feeds and Feeding




Animal Sciences


Tarleton State University

ANSC 309
4

Study of principal feeds and feed-stuffs from a practical point of view. Feeding standards and calculation of rations for maintenance, growth, fattening, and for milk, wool, and egg production.
e. Botany:  courses in general botany, plant anatomy, plant genetics, plant morphology, plant taxonomy, plant physiology, and other botany courses.  Course descriptions are required.  A minimum of nine (9) semester hours is required.  At least one course must deal with plant taxonomy or identification.









 







COURSE
SEMESTER



TITLE OF COURSE



DEPARTMENT

INSTITUTION


NUMBER
HOURS
Plant Biology





Biology


Tarleton State University

BIOL 120
4

Detailed study of a typical cell, cell phenomena, mitosis, meiosis, nucleic acids, protein synthesis, basic principles of genetics, photosynthesis, and respiration. A survey of the Plant Kingdom is covered. Much of laboratory is devoted to the anatomy and physiology of flowering plants, while representatives of the lower plant phyla are studied with emphasis on life histories.

Plant Taxonomy





Biology


Tarleton State University

BIOL 315
4

Principles of plant taxonomy. Field and laboratory studies of common Texas wild flowers and trees with emphasis on identification, collection, and preparation of herbarium specimens.

Range Plants





Range & Ranch Mgmt
Tarleton State University

R&RM 302
3

Nomenclature and classification of range plants in the U.S. with emphasis on distribution, ecology, and economic value of species important in Texas.
2. Physical Sciences:  courses such as chemistry, physics, geology, or soils with at least two (2) disciplines represented.  A 


minimum of nine (9) semester hours is required.









COURSE
SEMESTER



TITLE OF COURSE



DEPARTMENT

INSTITUTION


NUMBER
HOURS
College Chemistry I




Chemistry

Tarleton State University

CHEM 105
4

College Chemistry II




Chemistry

Tarleton State University

CHEM 108
4

Soils








Agronomy

Tarleton State University

AGRN 301
4
















Applicant's name ___________________________________                                                                             
3.
Quantitative Sciences:  Nine (9) semester hours in quantitative sciences are required.

a.
Basic Statistics: course(s) in basic statistics.  Course descriptions are required. A minimum of three (3) semester hours is required.  









COURSE
SEMESTER



TITLE OF COURSE



DEPARTMENT

INSTITUTION


NUMBER
HOURS
Priniciples of Bio-Statistics


Mathematics

Tarleton State University

MATH 350
4

An introduction to statistical methods that are applied in biology and agriculture. Use of technology and hands-on laboratory assignments will be required in this course.
b. Quantitative Sciences:  courses in calculus, biometry, advanced algebra, systems analysis, mathematical modeling, sampling,
computer science, or other quantitative science.  Course descriptions are required.  Introductory GIS courses and introductory personal computing classes do not count in this category.  A minimum of six (6) semester hours is required.  









COURSE
SEMESTER



TITLE OF COURSE



DEPARTMENT

INSTITUTION


NUMBER
HOURS
College Algebra





Mathematics

Tarleton State University

MATH 107
3

The study of quadratic, polynomial, exponential, and logarithmic functions and equations; conic sections; sequences and series; and the Binomial Theorem. Additional topics may include: mathematical induction and matrices. Approved graphing calculator required.
Population Dynamics




Wildlife Management
Tarleton State University

WLDM 401
3

An introduction to population biology, including models of simple population growth, competition, and predator-prey interactions; demographic rates and life tables; and techniques for estimating demographic parameters.
4.
Humanities and Social Sciences:  courses such as economics, sociology, psychology, political science, government, history, literature, or foreign language.  A minimum of nine (9) semester hours is required.









COURSE
SEMESTER



TITLE OF COURSE



DEPARTMENT

INSTITUTION


NUMBER
HOURS
US History through 1877



History


Tarleton State University

HIST 201
3

US History Since Reconstruction

History


Tarleton State University

HIST 202
3

American National Government

Political Science

Tarleton State University

POLS 201
3

Texas Government




Political Science

Tarleton State University

POLS 202
3














Applicant's name ___________________________________                                                                             


5.
Communications:  courses designed to improve communication skills such as English composition, technical writing, journalism, public speaking, or use of mass media.  Course descriptions are required.  A maximum of three (3) semester hours each will be allowed for a completed Master's thesis and Ph.D. dissertation.  Courses in literature interpretation, foreign languages, classes requiring a term paper, class projects, and seminars in non-communication courses will not count toward this category.  A minimum of twelve (12) semester hours is required.  









COURSE
SEMESTER



TITLE OF COURSE



DEPARTMENT

INSTITUTION


NUMBER
HOURS
Introduction to College Composition
English


Tarleton State University

ENGL 111
3

A prerequisite to English 112, the course introduces students to the diverse characteristics of writing for academic contexts. Students in English 111 write about ideas, in particular responding analytically and critically to written sources. The course helps students become familiar with academic audiences, situations, purposes, genres, and some primary conventions (style, arrangement) of those genres. Moreover, students work to develop their own composing processes, particularly for ways of inventing ideas, planning, and revising their texts.
College Composition and Research

English


Tarleton State University

ENGL 112
3

A sequel to English 111, this course introduces students to research in academic contexts. Students address questions such as What is it for? What are its limitations? What are some of its shapes? How does one go about it? The course introduces students to a variety of research methods, systems of documentation, contemporary library resources, and research genres. Among other writing tasks for the course, each student is expected to carry out his/her own research study for possible publication in The Tarleton Freshman Writer.
Technical Writing




English


Tarleton State University

ENGL 309
3

Process of developing technical information, including researching, drafting, editing, revising, and designing technical reports, proposals, manuals, job application documents and professional correspondence for specific audiences, using word processing and graphic  applications.
Public Speaking





Communications

Tarleton State University

COMS 102
3

An introduction to the principles and practice of presentational communication. Methods of topic analysis, research, evidence evaluation, organization, and delivery are covered. Students participate in several classroom presentations.
6.
Policy, Administration, and Law:  courses that demonstrate significant content or focus on natural resource policy and/or administration, wildlife or environmental law, or natural resource/land use planning will apply; as will courses that document contributions to the understanding of social, political, and ethical decisions for wildlife or natural resource management.  Course descriptions are required.  Up to three (3) semester hours in classes dealing with human dimension issues may count in this category, depending on course content.  Conservation Biology courses that effectively integrate legal and policy aspects of conservation planning will count toward this category.  Courses that are tools supporting professional practice, e.g., photogrammetry, Land-Sat mapping, Introductory GIS techniques, or more general courses such as environmental science, resource management, law enforcement, criminology, political science, and introductory survey courses in conservation will not apply.  A minimum of six (6) semester hours is required.









COURSE
SEMESTER



TITLE OF COURSE



DEPARTMENT

INSTITUTION


NUMBER
HOURS
Conservation of Natural Resources

Animal Science

Tarleton State University

WLDM 375
3

Principles and philosophies associated with the development, management, and use of natural resources are studied in the relationship to the ecological and social implications inherent in management alternatives involving the natural environment and use of renewable natural resources.
Fish and Wildlife Laws and Admin.

Animal Science

Tarleton State University

WLDM 385
3

A review and analysis of state and federal laws and international treaties and conventions affecting fish and wildlife; their application and administration. The organizational structure of state, federal and international agencies; their objectives, policies and practices.
C.
THESIS and/or DISSERTATION TITLE(S) YEAR(S) and INSTITUTION(S): List all degrees earned and attach transcripts showing conferral of each degree to enable the CRB to determine when professional wildlife work experience began.  Failure to provide this information will result in no experience credit being granted for advanced degrees.
Degree
M.S.   :                                                                                                              



Ph.D.  :                                                                                                              Other  :                                                                                                             


Applicant's name ___________________________________     

II.
EXPERIENCE:  A minimum of five (5) years of full-time professional-level wildlife experience (see Program for Certification of Professional Wildlife Biologists Section III. B for further details regarding professional rather than technician-level experience), obtained within the last ten (10) years, is required.  List most recent employment first.  Any employment that was less than full-time must be indicated.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to provide complete up-to-date information.  See pages 13-14, Items B and D, for further information.

A.
Present Position Title/Working Title:  ________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                
 (Example:  Senior Scientist/Wildlife Resource Specialist)

1.
Period in this Position:      FROM 





       TO 



  = 









  Day
     Month        Year

         Day          Month         Year

Months

2.
Description of specific duties and responsibilities as a wildlife biologist (Describe in detail what you specifically do as a wildlife biologist and provide a percentage estimate of time you devote to each major job duty; do not provide a general job description).

3.
Does this position require a Bachelor's or higher degree in a wildlife-related science?   YES            NO _____           
4.
Does this position represent full-time (100%) duties devoted specifically to professional wildlife work?  YES       NO      If "NO," what percentage of time was devoted to professional-level wildlife work?                       %
(Full-time positions are defined as a minimum of 40 hours/week. Less than full-time positions must be prorated, e.g. a 32-hour work week provides 80% time.)

5.
Name and address of employer: 



6.
Name, address, telephone number, E-Mail and title of supervisor or person with knowledge of your responsibilities and 

performance: 



ADVANCE \x709



















Applicant's name  ______________________________________                                                                            
B.
Previous Position Title/Working Title: 



1.
Period in this Position:      FROM 





       TO 



  = 









  Day
     Month        Year

         Day          Month         Year

Months

2.
Description of specific duties and responsibilities as a wildlife biologist (Describe in detail what you specifically did as a wildlife biologist and provide a percentage estimate of time you devoted to each major job duty; do not provide a general job description).

3.
Did this position require a Bachelor's or higher degree in a wildlife-related science?   YES          NO ____         
4.
Did this position represent full-time (100%) duties devoted specifically to professional wildlife work?  YES       NO       If "NO," what percentage of time was devoted to professional-level wildlife work?                %


(Full-time positions are defined as a minimum of 40 hours/week. Less than full-time positions must be prorated, e.g. a 32-hour work week provides 80% time.)

5.
Name and address of employer: 



6.
Name, address, telephone number, E-Mail and title of supervisor or person with knowledge of your responsibilities and 

performance: 



ADVANCE \x685

















Applicant's name  ______________________________________                                                                         
C.
Previous Position Title/Working Title:  



1.
Period in this Position:       FROM 





         TO 



     = 









  Day
     Month        Year

         Day          Month         Year

Months

2.
Description of specific duties and responsibilities as a wildlife biologist (Describe in detail what you specifically did as a wildlife biologist and provide a percentage estimate of time you devoted to each major job duty; do not provide a general job description).


3.
Did this position require a Bachelor's or higher degree in a wildlife-related science?   YES          NO ____       
4.
Did this position represent full-time (100%) duties devoted specifically to professional wildlife work?  YES       NO       If "NO," what percentage of time was devoted to professional-level wildlife work?               %


(Full-time positions are defined as a minimum of 40 hours/week. Less than full-time positions must be prorated, e.g. a 32-hour work week provides 80% time.)

5.
Name and address of employer: 



6.
Name, address, telephone number, E-Mail and title of supervisor or person with knowledge of your responsibilities and 

performance: 



ADVANCE \x696




















Applicant's name   ____________________________________                                                                        
D.
Previous Position Title/Working Title: 



1.
Period in this Position:      FROM 





       TO 



  = 









  Day
     Month        Year

         Day          Month         Year

Months

2.
Description of specific duties and responsibilities as a wildlife biologist (Describe in detail what you specifically did as a wildlife biologist and provide a percentage estimate of time you devoted to each major job duty; do not provide a general job description).


3.
Did this position require a Bachelor's or higher degree in a wildlife-related science?   YES          NO ____        
4.
Did this position represent full-time (100%) duties devoted specifically to professional wildlife work?  YES       NO       If "NO," what percentage of time was devoted to professional-level wildlife work?               %


(Full-time positions are defined as a minimum of 40 hours/week. Less than full-time positions must be prorated, e.g. a 32-hour work week provides 80% time.)

5.
Name and address of employer: 


6.
Name, address, telephone number, E-Mail and title of supervisor or person with knowledge of your responsibilities and 

performance: 



 

Applicant's name   ____________________________________                                                                        
E.
Previous Position Title/Working Title*: 



1.
Period in this Position:     FROM 





       TO 



  = 









  Day
     Month        Year

         Day          Month         Year

Months

2.
Description of specific duties and responsibilities as a wildlife biologist (Describe in detail what you specifically did as a wildlife biologist and provide a percentage estimate of time you devoted to each major job duty; do not provide a general job description).


3.
Did this position require a Bachelor's or higher degree in a wildlife-related science?   YES          NO ____        
4.
Did this position represent full-time (100%) duties devoted specifically to professional wildlife work?  YES       NO       If "NO," what percentage of time was devoted to professional-level wildlife work?               %


(Full-time positions are defined as a minimum of 40 hours/week. Less than full-time positions must be prorated, e.g. a 32-hour work week provides 80% time.)

5.
Name and address of employer: 


6.
Name, address, telephone number, E-Mail and title of supervisor or person with knowledge of your responsibilities and 

performance: 



*Duplications of this page should be used to list additional experience, if needed.

                                                                                                                        Applicant's name   ___________________________________                                                                      
III.
PUBLICATION CITATIONS:  (Use additional sheets if necessary)


IV.
OTHER INVOLVEMENTS AS A PROFESSIONAL WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST:  (Provide information that supports your application, such as memberships, offices held, duties performed, etc.)

V.
PROFESSIONAL REFERENCES:  Please list names of three (3) professional wildlife biologists who have agreed to provide references on your behalf if requested to do so by the Certification Review Board.  They should know your academic background (for AWB applicants) or your present and past experience as a practicing wildlife biologist (for CWB applicants).  Preferably all three references should be Certified Wildlife Biologists.  For CWB applications, at least two (2) references should be from professionals employed outside your own organization.  Do not list personnel that you supervise.  Include current position titles, complete addresses, telephone numbers, and E-mails.

1.




Is reference a CWB?  YES       NO     .
E-Mail                                                       Telephone (_____)___________________
2.




Is reference a CWB?  YES       NO     .
E-Mail                                                      Telephone (           )___________________                                      

3.




Is reference a CWB?  YES       NO     .
E-Mail                                                       Telephone (          ) __________________         
















Applicant's name   ___________________________________                                                                      
VI.
FEES AND ELIGIBILITY:  Please check and complete the information requested for your category:

A.
     Certified Wildlife Biologist
Amount enclosed $                     
B.
     Certified Wildlife Biologist previously certified as Associate Wildlife Biologist
Amount enclosed $                     
To qualify for the lower fee structure accorded to members of The Wildlife Society, you must have been a member of the Society for the previous two (2) consecutive calendar years prior to the year of application, as well as a current member of The Wildlife Society in the year of application.  Retroactive membership purchase is available upon request.
C.
     Associate Wildlife Biologist
Amount enclosed $                     
If you are applying for AWB at the reduced fee structure, you must meet 1 or more of the criteria as outlined on page 9-10 of the Program for Certification of Professional Wildlife Biologists and on page 13 of this application.  Please circle the number(s) of the criteria that apply to your status:  1   2   3   4   5   

A confirming letter is required from an academic official if you qualify under criterion 2 or 5.

To qualify for the lower fee structure accorded to members of The Wildlife Society, you must be a current member of The Wildlife Society in the year of application.

VII.
DECLARATION:  Have you in your past activities complied with the Code of Ethics and the Standards for Professional Conduct of The Wildlife Society as stated on pages 7-8 in the Program for Certification of Professional Wildlife Biologists?

YES       NO         If "NO," please explain in an attached letter.

In applying for certification as an Associate or Certified Wildlife Biologist, I have reviewed and pledge to adhere to the Code of Ethics and the Standard for Professional Conduct as described in the Program for Certification of Professional Wildlife Biologists.

I further attest that the information provided in this application form, together with all attached documents, is complete and true to the best of my knowledge.

(Date Submitted)






(Applicant's Signature)

Upon certification, my name should be lettered on the certificate as follows: _________________________________

(NOTE:  Certification policy does not allow the use of academic, honorary, or other titles or nickname on the certificate.)


APPLICATION INFORMATION

A.
Schedule of Fees (in U.S. FUNDS):


Member a/ 

Nonmember
Certified Wildlife Biologist


$ 130


$ 500

Associate Wildlife Biologist


     90



300

Associate Wildlife Biologist (meeting
   
     70 b/


     250 b/
  

fee incentive requirements)

a/
To qualify for The Wildlife Society member fee, applicants for Certified Wildlife Biologist must have been a member of the Society for the previous two (2) consecutive calendar years (retroactive membership purchase is available), as well as a current member in the year of application; applicants for Associate Wildlife Biologist must be a current member of the Society in the year of application.

b/
To qualify for the reduced fee structure, 1 or more of the following criteria must be met:

1.
application within six (6) months after graduation with (conferral of) a bachelor's degree that fulfills the certification educational requirements,

2.
application within six (6) months after the time the degree and certification educational requirements have been completed, although the degree has not been conferred,*

3.
application after the bachelor's degree has been awarded but within six (6) months after specific course work requirements for Associate Wildlife Biologist certification have been completed,

4.
application during a period of continuous student status in pursuit of an advanced degree beyond the baccalaureate, and/or

5.
application within six (6) months after graduation with the graduate degree or completion of the graduate degree program, although the degree has not been conferred.*

* A confirming letter is required from an appropriate academic official.

IF PAYING BY CHECK, PLEASE MAKE PAYABLE IN U.S. FUNDS TO:  The Wildlife Society

B.
Application is an Examination:  The application substitutes for a comprehensive qualifying examination and must be completely filled out.  It is the applicant's responsibility to provide full and complete documentation of all education and experience.  List all academic courses in the proper category where the contents fulfill the educational requirements for certification on pages 2, 3, 4, and 5, even though transcripts are attached.  Where course titles do not describe content, please provide written description directly below the course.  In addition, applicants should provide catalog or own word course description, directly below the course, wherever specified and as needed to demonstrate content relevant to the requirement category.  Provide all information regarding experience on pages  6, 7, 8, 9, and 10.  Describe specifically what you do (duties and responsibilities) as a professional wildlife biologist; do not provide a general job description.  Failure to provide complete documentation of education and experience may result in significant time delays in processing the application and may limit your rights of appeal if you are denied certification.

C. Associate Wildlife Biologist Applying For Certified Wildlife Biologist:  An Associate Wildlife Biologist may apply for certification as a Certified Wildlife Biologist by documenting all professional experience, even if some experience was included on the AWB application.  Application should be made by completing pages 1 and 6-12 of the certification application valid thru December 2008.  In addition, if experience is being claimed for advanced degree(s), complete Section C at the bottom of page 5 and provide an original transcript with proof of degree conferral.  A fee representing the difference, if any, between the original Associate Wildlife Biologist fee paid and the current Certified Wildlife Biologist fee must accompany the application.

D. Professional Experience:  Professional wildlife biologist experience is defined as duties and responsibilities requiring the application of current biological knowledge to problems and programs dealing directly with the wildlife resource as a significant portion of job responsibilities. A minimum of five (5) years of full-time experience, obtained within the last ten (10) years, is 

DO NOT INCLUDE THIS PAGE WITH THE APPLICATION.
required for Certified Wildlife Biologist.  The Certification Review Board's (CRB's) policy regarding evaluation of experience is detailed on pages –5-7 of the Program for Certification of Professional Wildlife Biologists. All experience must be included, even experience you may have listed when applying for AWB.

E. Substitutions of Experience and Professional Development for Course Requirements: The Certification Review Board frequently is asked to substitute experience or other professional development for course credits especially in Botany, Communications, and Policy, Administration and Law categories.  In many cases, candidates would be best served by preparing a written explanation of why they feel that their formal and continuing education course work and work experience, taken as a whole, qualify them to be certified as a wildlife biologist (see Section III. A of the Program for Certification of Professional Wildlife Biologists).  A substitution may be granted provided the applicant has at least one college or university course in that educational category.
F. Transcripts:  Original or certified copies of all academic transcripts are required.  Evidence of conferral of degree(s) should be either the graduation date(s) imprinted on the transcript(s), a copy of the diploma, or, when necessary, an official letter from the academic institution confirming completion of degree requirements.  DO NOT SEND TRANSCRIPTS IN ENVELOPES FROM YOUR UNIVERSITY-OPEN ENVELOPES AND MAKE 5 COPIES AND SEND ORIGINAL STAPLED TO ORIGINAL APPLICATION. Please highlight degree conferral.

G.
Copies:  Applicants must provide six (6) sets of all application materials: a typed, original application; five (5) clearly readable copies of the application; original academic transcripts(s); and five (5) clearly readable copies of all transcripts.  Staple original transcripts to the original application and staple one set of transcript copies to each application copy.  Copies are for review and action by the CRB.  The original will be filed with The Wildlife Society.  Do not copy application pages that you have left blank or the instruction sheets.

H.
Processing Time:  Applications normally should be processed within about six (6) months unless the applicant is notified that additional time is required.

I.   Certificate:  When an applicant is certified, The Wildlife Society will provide a lettered recognition certificate.  No academic, honorary, other titles, or nickname will be included with the applicant's name on the certificate.

J.   Submitting Applications:  Detach this page before photocopying and keep for your records.  Mail the original application and five (5) copies, with required documentation, transcripts, and appropriate fee to:  Certification Program, The Wildlife Society, 5410 Grosvenor Lane, Bethesda, MD  20814-2144 USA.  

K.  Correspondence:  All applications are acknowledged when they are forwarded to the CRB for review.  Please address all future correspondence, notice of change of address, etc. to:  Certification Program, The Wildlife Society, 5410 Grosvenor Lane, Bethesda, MD  20814-2144 USA.

NOTE:  FAILURE TO INCLUDE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS, WHERE REQUIRED,

MAY CAUSE DELAYS IN THE REVIEW OF YOUR APPLICATION.

APPLICATION CHECKLIST


Please review this list before submitting your application.

-
Is the application typed?

-
Is the application filled out completely, including the References section?

· Is the application signed and dated?

· AND have you checked yes or no on page 12 (Section VII)?

· Have you enclosed the original AND five (5) copies of the application, including the original


 AND five (5) copies of all academic transcripts?

· Have you included course descriptions where requested and also to clarify course titles?



The CRB will not review any applications that do not include course descriptions!

-
Are the transcripts stapled to each application? Presentation folders are not acceptable.
-
Is the appropriate application fee enclosed?

-
Have you made a copy of all materials for your records?

DO NOT INCLUDE THIS PAGE WITH THE APPLICATION.
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