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The Tarleton Social Work Program has experienced much growth and change during this year.  The program has approximately 70 social work majors and will be expanding to deliver the BSW at our outlying campuses in Waco and Fort Worth beginning in the 
Fall
 2011 semester.  Francine Pratt, LMSW-AP, is currently serving as Interim Social Work Program Director, Field Coordinator and Assistant Professor.  The program al
so has Avaloy Lanning, MSW, as
 full-time Assistant Professor.  Ms. Lanning is
 the
 advisor for Phi Alpha: Social Work Honor Society, which currently has 4 active members.  Ms. Pratt is the advisor to the Student Social Work Association (SSWA) which currently has 15 members.  Both Ms. Pratt and Ms. Lanning are completing their six
th
 year of service to Tarleton.  Misty Smith, LMSW-IPR is the Title IV-E Project Director in the Social Work Program and Alice Dardis serves as our Administrative Assistant.  Dr. Edward Randle, PhD, has been hired as the new Assistant Professor and Director of the Social Work
 
Program
 beginning in the 
Fall
 2011 semester.
)


 (
By: Erica Martinez - Senior
Social Work Advocacy Day 2011 was held on Thursday, March 3rd at the Texas State Capital.  A group of thirteen Tarleton social work students and our three professors traveled to Austin to participate in this event. Social workers and future social workers from around the state of Texas came to advocate for important social work policy issues.
The students had the opportunity to meet with our state representative Sid Miller and several other legislators to bring about awareness of important social work issues and share our opinions. We also got to participate in a rally on the steps of the capitol to advocate for the needs of our clients.
We all enjoyed the trip and walked away with a renewed confidence, aware that we can make change happen by letting legislators know who we are and what we stand for. Each of us knows what social workers mean to the wellbeing of individuals, families, and communities in our state but what is more important is that we make sure others know this as well.
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And the 201
1
 Field Instructor of the 
Year Award Goes To….
By: 
Christina Zamira - Senior
    Crystal Green
 is this year’s field instructor of the year.  
Ms. Green is the social worker at Granbury Care Center.  She has the social work knowledge, but what sets her apart is her social work heart.  She is quick to ask, “what do you need
?,
” when it comes to the requirements I have for Field Practicum.  Ms. Green has the unique skill of not always answering my questions immediately but leading me in my own knowledge and understanding to find the answer.  This way of teaching empowers me to learn independently and recognize what I am learning.  Ms. Green has always answered the call of the TSU Social Work Program by representing her agency.  She is a friend, leader, confidant, and mentor.  I appreciate the work she has volunteered as my field instructor.
)
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Social Work Class Partners with 
United Way
By: Social Work Practice II Class
A class assignment led to Tarleton State University's first Volunteer Fair to benefit local community agencies.  It was a project of the Social Work Practice II class, which partnered with Erath County United Way to host the event.  Held on Nov. 10, the purpose of the fair was to connect Tarleton students with volunteer opportunities within the Stephenville and surrounding communities. More than 200 students attended. 
"I am tremendously pleased with the success of the event," said Ava Lanning, Associate Professor of Social Work. "The students went above and beyond all of my expectations on this project. I have received very positive feedback from the agencies in attendance, many of whom left with lengthy lists of volunteer prospects."
According to Lanning, 20 local agencies participated in the event.  In addition to the fair, the class raised $650 through various fundraisers this semester for the Earth County United Way. Tarleton's first lady, Dr. 
Lisette
 
Dottavio
, was present during a check presentation at the volunteer fair.
"Her presence and acknowledgement was wonderful validation of the students' hard work," Lanning said. 
The class consists of 10 senior social work students, who are graduating in May or August. They are Brittney Auvenshine, Lindsey Bohner, Ashley Campbell, Leah Jester, Kristen Johnson, Erica Martinez, Debra Pashby, Lauren Somers, Nicole Stewart and Christina Zamira. 
"These students put a tremendous effort both in and out of class," Lanning said. "I am very proud of each and every one of them."
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On January 
20
th
, the Social Work Program hosted the 
3
rd
 
Annual Child Welfare Conference on the Tarleton State University campus.  This conference is hosted as a part of the Title IV-E Child Welfare Training Project for the Social Work Program.  The conference, entitled “Hands Helping 
Families Impacted 
By
 Substance Abuse
” was a training seminar for Child Protective Services staff, foster parents, social service professionals, educators, community leaders, 
social workers, counselors, 
students, 
and 
volunteers.  
Approximately 100
 guests attended the conference from Texas regions 2, 3, and 
7
.  
     
The conference featured the following sessions:  
trauma-centered care, equine assisted psychotherapy, a program on methamphetamines, and youth substance use and abuse
.  As a highlight of the conference, 
Dr. Leslie Stanley-Stevens provided a brief presentation about her new book, 
“
What They Didn’t Expect When They Were Expecting and How They Became Better Parents
”
.  
The conference provided a great networking opportunity among professionals.  
     
The Tarleton social work students 
were an essential part of facilitating a 
s
uccessful conference
.  
Social work students also introduced the speakers before each session.  Lindsey Bohner, senior social work student, assisted with all of the preparation and planning for the conference
 as an independent study 
project
.  
Thank you to everyone who attended the conference.  We hope that you can attend our 
4
th
 
annual conference.
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Erica Martinez is from Granbury, TX.  She plans to continue her education by pursuing a Master’s Degree in Social Work at UTA.  Her practice interests are working with children & families or working with the immigrant population.
Ashley Campbell is from Bowie, TX.  She plans to pursue a Master’s Degree in Social Work at UTA.  Her practice interests are working with clients in the HIV/AIDS or LGBTQQI communities.
Brittney Auvenshine is from Deleon, TX.  Her practice interest is working with children and families and she plans to begin her career in the local area.
Lauren Somers is from 
the Hurst/Euless/Bedford area.  She plans to pursue a Master’s Degree in Social Work at UTA.  Her practice interests are school and medical social work.
) (
2011
Social Work
Graduates
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This year, five social work students will be graduating in May and five students will be graduating in the August commencement ceremonies.    
Debra Pashby is from 
Azle
, TX.  She is completing the Title IV-E child welfare stipend program.  She will be working as a conservatorship caseworker for Child
 Protective Services in the Region 2 Brownwood office
. 
Sarah Dewvall is from Pflugerville, TX.  Her future career plan is to work with children or persons living with HIV/AIDS.  
Lindsey Bohner is from Stephenville, TX.  She 
will be
 work
ing at Touchstone Ranch Recovery Center
 to pursue a LCDC.  Her long-term goal is to work with juveniles in this field.
Kristen Johnson is from McGregor, TX.  Her practice interests are school social work or working in a faith-based counseling agency.  She plans to begin her career in the local area and pursue a graduate degree in the future.
Christina 
Manuel-Zamira is from Stephenville, TX.  Her practice interest is working with 
youth in 
out of home placement.  Her long-term career goal
s
 
are
 international social work and forensic interviewing of minors.
Leah Jester is from Hamilton, TX.  She plans to continue her education by pursuing a Master’s Degree in Social Work at UTA.  Her practice interests are medical social work, working with youth, and substance abuse.
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Recognizing 
World AIDS Day
By: Blair Smith – Junior
    
On December 1, 2010, the Student Social Work Association collaborated to observe World AIDS day on campus. A handful of students organized a speak
ing
 event, which hosted Gil Flores, a representative of the North Central Texas HIV Planning Council and a panel of three of the Planning Council’s consumers, who participated in a Q&A session. 
    
The Student Social Work Association 
rose
 over $150 by selling t-shirts and baked goods on World AIDS Day. The money was donated to the Positive Voices Coalition, a segment of The Planning Council, who voice concerns and add input in the decisions that affect 
persons
 liv
ing with HIV/AIDS
. 
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Tarleton State University 
Social Work Program
Box T-0665
Stephenville, Texas 76402
Attn: M. Smith
)
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Yes!  I would like to support a social work student at Tarleton State University by making a tax deductable contribution to 
    
the 
Dr. 
Herbert Jarrett Scholarship fund
.
E
nclosed is my check for $______________
Name_____________________________
Address____________________________
City____________________
 
State____
 
Zip________
Phone Number________________________
Email__________________________
Degree________________ Class 
Year________
Occupation___________________________
   
Make checks payable to TSU Herbert Jarrett Scholarship
           
Mail to:
Tarleton State University
Social Work Program
Box T-0665
Stephenville, TX 76402
Attn: Ms. Harrington
)
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