Musician and Dulcimer-Maker, Howard Hayre, joins John Pelham for “An Evening of Country & Cowboy Poetry” at Tarleton’s Langdon Center in Granbury 
Tarleton State University’s Dora Lee Langdon Cultural & Educational Center will be the setting for “An Evening with Country & Cowboy Poet John Pelham” on Thursday, November 12. Pelham will be reading from his newest book, "Clotheslines, Front Porches, and Barbed Wire Fences" beginning at 7:30pm in the Concert Hall at the corner of East Bridge & Brazos Streets. 

Pelham’s program will be a presentation of the book, his identity, in which he says he isn’t a real cowboy, but always had dreams of being one, and his poems, which are based on his own background, personal experiences and real stories he has encountered on life’s journey.
The poet/author believes that anyone who grew up in “the country” or has now moved to “the country” – no matter in what region of the United States - have a mutual understanding of a desire to be set apart from a more urban, hectic lifestyle.
“Readers (and listeners) of my book are invited to notice the similarities and differences – fewer than one might expect - in lifestyles as they go from reflections of life in rural New Jersey, to Missouri, to Arkansas and Texas,” Pelham states.
Joining Pelham in the program will be Granbury’s own Dulcimer maker and musician, Howard Hayre. Hayre leads the Brazos Country Strings and recently performed in concert during Passing Down the Music dulcimer festival on Granbury’s Historic Square. 
Hayre grew up in rural Arkansas in the 1920s and 1930s. Like Pelham, this rural, country setting made an impression on Hayre’s life. He relates to those days as hard and austere.

“It is interesting to note that many of his (Hayre’s) experiences mirror those of others of his generation, regardless of the ‘country’ in which they grew up,” states Pelham in his introduction to an exerpt of Hayre’s autobiography.
Pelham, who attended Tarleton State University, Texas A&M and Mississippi State University, currently serves as president of the Tarleton Alumni Association.  Pelham says he would like to see more former students involved with the Association and discover the advantages and unique opportunities it presents. 
“An Evening with Country & Cowboy Poet John Pelham” is presented by Tarleton Alumni Relations and Tarleton’s Langdon Center’s Partners for Enrichment Society. No admission will be charged and books will be available for purchase.
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