





Educational Leadership and Policy Studies
Tarleton Doctoral Student Named
NFL Teacher of the Year

National Football League’s (NFL)
2006 Teacher of the Year was Karen Crow,
a educational leadership and policy studies
doctoral student at Tarleton. Crow is also the
principal at A.G. Elder Elementary School
in Joshua, Texas, and was nominated for the
national award by Devon Harvey-Monsour,
a fifth-grader and Katrina evacuee. She was
notified of the award during a surprise assembly
held at the school in January.

Devon wrote that life in Texas was much easier thanks to
Crow’s efforts, which included making his family feel welcome
and providing rides to school when the family did not have a
car.

To nominate their teacher for the NFLs teaching award,
students were required to submit an essay on why their teacher
should be considered. The contest was open to students between
the ages of 6 and 14.

Crow received an all-expense-paid trip for two to the
2007 Pro Bowl and All-Star Game in Honolulu, Hawaii, and
$500 in spending money. She was also honored on the gridiron
before the game.

In addition, Devon’s favorite NFL player visited the
school. A.G. Elder Elementary also received $500 to host a
Super Bowl XLI party as well as a $5,000 grant to be used for
any educational purpose as determined by the school.

Psychology and Counseling
Students Present Research
Findings at International
Convention

Tarleton students Julie Andaverde, Jeffie Sprague
and Mona Whittington, along with sponsor, Dr. Thomas
Dougherty, recently presented a paper at the Association for the
Psychological Sciences (APS) annual convention held May 24-
27 in Washington, D.C.

The research findings were the result of collaborative
research conducted by Dougherty, who is a professor in the
Department of Psychology and Counseling, and the students
examining infant cognition.

Their paper, titled “Speed of Information Processing in
Young Children,” discusses how age plays a role in the quickness
and efficiency that children process information. The study,
which began last summer, was funded by a university research
grant.

Dougherty and his students evaluated the eye movements
of three-month-old infants watching images on a computer
screen. The infants’ eye movements were recorded and the
reaction was measured. The same children were then evaluated
at four years of age for intelligence.

The conclusion showed a distinct correlation between
quickness of eye movements and intelligence.

The APS conference hosts member psychologists from all
around the world including China, Japan, Europe and Russia.

“It is truly an honor for our students to present, and for
Tarleton to be represented at such a conference,” Dougherty
said.

Curriculum and Instruction
Tarleton Announces Winners of
Robert H. Elliott Memorial Award

Tarleton students Janet Bergeman, Brook Dyer, Brooklyn
Christian and Kelly Richey were recently named the 2007
recipients of the Robert H. Elliott Memorial Award for student
teaching.

The winners were announced at this year’s Reflections
ceremony, which is presented through the Department of
Curriculum and Instruction. The Elliott Award recognizes
student teachers who distinguish themselves with outstanding
qualities in the classroom.

Jan Bergeman, of Granbury, Texas, was chosen as the
recipient of the Elliott Award that encompasses early childhood
through fourth grade. Bergeman taught kindergarten and
second grade at Granbury Independent School District.

Brook Dyer, of Highland Village, Texas, received the
award for fourth through eighth grades. Dyer taught middle
school math at Stephenville Jr. High.

Brooklyn Christian, of Stephenville, Texas, was chosen
as the recipient for the eighth through 12th grades. Christian
taught speech at Glen Rose High School.

Kelly Richey, of Granbury, was chosen as the all-level
winner, which encompasses early childhood through 12th
grade. Richey taught art at Acton Middle School and Brawner
Intermediate School, both in Granbury.

The award’s namesake, Robert H. Elliott, taught in the
education and psychology department from 1981 until his death
in 1990. Friends of Elliott developed the award in memory of
his enthusiasm and devotion to students.

Brooklyn Christian, Janet Bergeman, Brook Dyer, Kelly Richey




2006-2007 New Faculty Profiles

Assistant Professor in the Department of Educational Leadership and
Policy Studies

Weber received his master’s in education from Texas
Christian University and his doctoral degree in education from
the University of North Texas. He began his career as a junior
high classroom teacher and coach for St. Paul Lutheran School
in Fort Worth, and later entered secondary administration in
the Keller ISD.

“I enjoyed each step of my professional career, but the
teaching and research experience at Tarleton is proving to be the
most enjoyable of all.”

Dr. Calvin Lawrence

Assistant Professor in the Department of Educational Leadership and
Policy Studies

Lawrence received his master’s degree from Texas
Christian University and doctorate from Baylor University. His
philosophy is that relationships are fundamental in elementary
and higher education.

“First build relationships; then everything else happens.”

Dr. Tod Allen Farmer

Assistant Professor for the Department of Educational Leadership and
Policy Studies

Farmer received his master’s degree from Tarleton and
doctorate from the University of North Texas. His previous
roles have included elementary teacher, assistant principal
and principal for an intermediate school and high school.

At the central office level, he served as associate director of
instructional technology and later as director of student services.

“Great things are happening at Tarleton and I feel very
fortunate to be a small part of them.”

Assistant Professor in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction
Dr. Gentry received his master’s degree from
Texas A&M-Texarkana and doctorate from A&M-Commerce.
“I enjoy Tarleton due to the friendly, open atmosphere at
the university. Tarleton’s College of Education has an excellent
reputation, and I am honored to come here to learn and
contribute.”
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Assistant Professor in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction
Erwin received her master’s degree in special education
and doctorate in curriculum and instruction at Southwestern
Oklahoma State University. Her previous experience included
teaching in the public school system and the College of
Education at Cameron University in Oklahoma.
“Tarleton’s College of Education is by far one of the best
learning and teaching experiences I have had.”
Associate Professor in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction
Reynolds received her master’s degree from Illinois State
University and doctorate from Baylor University. She began her
career as a teacher in the public school system for 17 years. Later,
she worked for Texas A&M-—Corpus Christi teaching mostly
graduate level courses in curriculum and instruction and various
math education courses.
“I enjoyed my students in my previous job so much. I
was so relieved when I started my job here and found that I
equally enjoyed my Tarleton students. My students on the
Stephenville campus and Killeen campus are the greatest!”

Assistant Professor in the Department of Health and Physical Education

Peak received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from
Tarleton and her doctoral degree from Texas A&M University—
Commerce. She began her career at Texas A&M—-Commerce,
serving as director of campus recreation and as assistant athletic
director.

“I love the atmosphere and spirit on campus. We have
positive students who are eager to learn. I enjoy the fact that we
are helping to prepare future educators - students who will go
out into the world and hopefully have an impact on the health
and wellness of our youth.”

NON-PROFIT X
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
STEPHENVILLE. T
76401
PERMIT NO.
133




