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	National FFA Lesson Plan Guideline


Explanation of the Components of the lesson plan used for National FFA Education Resource materials:

Interest Approach

Otherwise known as the anticipatory set, this section includes:

· a contextual set with 

· WIIFM – for the student: What’s In It For Me

· past-present-future link 

· Cognitive Affective Behavioral expectations

· prior knowledge/experience tapped into

· an experience (activity) that creates interest

The guiding question: What would be the best way for students to bring forward their prior knowledge and/or experience and anticipate the lesson?
Content

This is the “meat” of the lesson. In other words - the information needed to accomplish the objective. Content Includes:

· The “big” question

· Key definitions that are consistent (with philosophy and other lessons) and age appropriate

· Facts and important ideas and/or theories

Provided in a numbered outline format. I.e.


I. The advantages of risk taking



A. New experiences




1. Often risks are the only way these experiences can be acquired




2. Useful in future decisions to take risks



B. Application of problem solving skills



C. Additional knowledge and understanding


II. The disadvantages of risk taking



A. Additional preparation required



B. Risk of failure or harm

The guiding question: What is the information needed to accomplish the objective? 
Strategies

Strategies are the learner-centered activities that engage them in the knowledge. Since students who talk about their learning and do their learning learn best we use strategies that utilize the modalities and multiple intelligences. For consistency in our lesson development, the following terms will be defined as such:

The following should be considered when determining strategies and activities:

· The most appropriate way to acquire/use knowledge

· Embedded concise directions and active processing questions

· Ways to rehearse the knowledge so that the learner gains competence

· Time, resources, lesson objective, teacher experience/comfort

The guiding question: How do students best learn and this information?

Summary, Review, Re-teach

Students assess growth prior to an official assessment. This section includes activities such as:

· writing a summary paragraph

· journaling

· review games

· projects

The guiding question: How can students assess their understanding of the objective?

Application

In the application sections, teachers are provided with ideas for ways to extend the objectives of the lesson to other areas of the program.


1. FFA activities


2. SAE activities


3. Extended classroom activities

The applications should:

· demonstrate the integrated model of agricultural education

· show clear application to learning in lesson

· be applicable to all local programs

The guiding question: What FFA or SAE activity would best allow students to evidence what they have learned?

Evaluation/Assessment

Students demonstrate their mastery of the objective through a project, demonstration, quiz, test, or rubric.  Assessments should:

· unmistakably assess stated learning objectives

· allow students to prepare for success

· be designed with clearly stated measures (through rubrics, etc.)

· provide student feedback beyond a score

The guiding question: How do students show that they know the objective? 
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