Lesson 1

Whitetail Deer

Unit Plan

Brandon Thomason

Purpose:

 Demonstrate the importance of whitetail deer and management of their habitat.

Objective: 

· By the end of this lesson students will be able to:

· Name different locations in the United States where Whitetail deer are located.

· Describe five characteristics of Whitetail deer.

· Understand terminology dealing with deer, by matching a description with a term.

Focus:

I have several sets of antlers lying on the table at the front of the class.  Students walk in and we discuss their experiences with deer and what they know about deer in general.

Materials:

Power point and worksheets for lesson

TEKS: 119.46 (C) 2 (A) 3(A) (B) (C)

Lesson Content:

· Start off with a PowerPoint That gives a brief description of whitetail deer.  Color, change in color in the spring/ winter.

· Discuss Albinism and the genetic pigmentation.  

· Height, weight, and bodily characteristics.

· Ruminants: consumption of feedstuffs very fast both fawns and adult deer.  For protection to return to cover.

· Travel: do not migrate tend to stay in a 1 sq mile area.

· Scent glands: interdigital, metatarsal, tarsal, and lachrymal.

· Habitats Buck and Doe living arrangements, Buck is a loner except during breeding season

· Times during the day where deer usually feed

· Breeding Season (Rut)

· Fawns and Birth

· Feed Requirements

· Life Span

Guided Practice:

Split the class into two equal groups. Ask random questions about deer, and all of the material we have covered today.

Independent Practice:

Have each student list the term that goes with the definition that I write on the board.

Example: What is a mature male whitetail deer called? (Buck)

Lesson 2 

Unit plan 

Whitetail deer

Purpose: 

Demonstrate the importance of whitetail deer and management of their habitat.

Objective:  

· By the end of this lesson the students will be able to:

· Describe deer most valuable senses. (Smell)

· Describe the sounds and actions that a deer makes when they are communicating with other deer.

· Movement, speed jumping distance, and swimming abilities.

· Enemies

· Parasites and Disease

Focus: 

Have a tape measure lying out on the floor.  Where student walk by when they come into class.  Demonstrating how far a deer can jump in length. (28 feet)

 Lesson Content:

· Senses- smell greatest sense, Hearing- flicker ears to get sound, and sight is very quick to notice.

· Danger sounds- Stamp feet and flash tail in the air

· Jumping distance

· Speed 40 mph

· Predators- Original mountain loin, and wolf Now man and dogs

· Parasites-external lice, fleas, mosquitoes, wood ticks

· Parasites- Internal Lung worms, foot worms, liver flukes

· And tape worms.

Guided Practice:

Split the class into two equal groups. Ask random questions about deer, and all of the material we have covered today.

Independent Practice:

Have a worksheet that covers the material that we covered today and yesterday

Lesson 3 

Unit plan 

Whitetail deer

Purpose:

 Demonstrate the importance of whitetail deer and management of their habitat.

Objective: 

· By the end of this lesson students will be able to:

· Score whitetail deer 

· Understand by defining the terms B&C and P&Y on a piece of paper.

· Be able to take accurate measurements of the antlers.

· Students will also know how you age deer.

Focus: 

At the beginning of class have a set of antlers on the table and a teeth-aging chart.

When the students walk into the class you will start a discussion about the items that are on the table.

Lesson Content:

· Have many different sizes and shapes of antlers to use.  Place a pair in front of each student.  

· Let students feel and look at them while you discuss the antler growth.  

· Handouts of B&C scoring guide.

· Explain how to measure antlers.

· Before the class leaves we will talk about aging deer.

Guided Practice:

Students’ pair up and measure the antlers.  Record their measurements on their paper.
Independent Practice:

Students will trade antlers with some one else and do the same thing with out help from a group member.

