Sean Williams

Hunter safety
Purpose:  To help students be safe around sporting arms by introducing them to basic hunting and shooting safety principles and practices.

Objectives:  Upon completion of this lesson students will:

· Be able to identify proper firearm safety techniques. 

· Be able to describe safe transportation of firearms.

· Be able to demonstrate safe shot selection and safe zones of fire.

· Be able to explain proper storage procedures of firearms.

· Be able to state all senses or skills of hunters that can be negatively impaired by alcohol and drugs, before or while hunting.

TEKS: 119.46 C (1) C


TAKS: English I&II 1(7)(F), 1(6)(E), 3(7)(G), 4(2)(C), 5(3)(A); 

Algebra& Geometry:8G(C)(1)(D), 9(8.3)(B), 10(8.14)(A), 10(8.16)(B), 10(8.19)(B); Biology: 3(7)(B), 3(12)(B), 1(3)(A), 1(3)(B), 3(12)(E)

Focus:   Utilize a KWL chart and ask the question:  What do you know about proper hunting safety techniques?

Lesson Content:

1. The four primary rules of firearm safety

· Point muzzle in a safe direction

· Treat every firearm with respect and as if it were loaded.

· Keep finger off the trigger until ready to shoot.

· Be sure of the target and what in front and what is beyond the target.

· Know the location and utilize the safety

· Always observe correct carrying procedures of the firearm.

· Always use correct ammunition for the firearm.

2. The rules and procedures for transporting a firearm in a vehicle, boat, ATV, or while entering an elevated stand.

· Always point the muzzle in a safe direction.

· Unload the firearm, check the firearm, and case the firearm when necessary.

· In a stand use a sling or a hauling line.

3. Safe zones of fire and shot selection.

· Always be aware of others hunters in the field

· Maintain shooting zones and flying patterns

· Always be aware of when it is a safe shot.

· Be aware of what is in the foreground of the shot.

· Be aware of the angle of the shot.

· Be aware of the vital shots for the animal being hunted.

4. Cleaning and safe storage of firearms

· Always point muzzle in a safe direction.

· Open action.

· Check the chamber to make sure it is clear.

· Clean with proper tools.

· Case the gun or lock it in a gun safe.

· Lock up ammunition in a separate location from firearm.

· Make sure chamber locks are in place.

5. Harmful effects of alcohol and drugs

· Reduced coordination

· Impaired hearing and vision

· Impaired communication

· You don’t have good judgment.

Guided Practice:
Set up a field test exam where students walk through a course and decipher whether or not the shot is good and if the shot is safe.   The students will be placed in hunting scenarios where they will have to make quick judgments.  The course will consist of different animal decoys in different positions.  The students will have to correctly identify the animal and the hunting season before taking the make belief shot.

Independent Practice: 

Students will analyze the course they went through and explain in written forum the reasons they took the make belief shots.  The students will also communicate wither or not the animals they took were legal and if they have a season.

References: 

Texas Parks and Wildlife

Materials:

· Decoys

· Toy firearms ( If allowed )

Sean Williams
Hunter Responsibilities
Purpose:   To help students be responsible and present a good public image through legal and ethical hunting practices and behaviors.

Objectives:   Upon completion of this lesson students will:
· Be able to state the reasons hunting laws are in place and why they need to know them.

· Be able to list actions hunters can demonstrate to present a positive public image.

· Identify game animals portrayed from various angles which present acceptable shot opportunities and identify the vital areas which produce a quick humane death.

· Be able to list the steps to properly care for game in the field.

TEKS: 119.46 C (2) A


TAKS: English I&II 1(7)(F), 1(6)(E), 3(7)(G), 4(2)(C), 5(3)(A); 

Algebra& Geometry:8G(C)(1)(D), 9(8.3)(B), 10(8.14)(A), 10(8.16)(B), 10(8.19)(B); Biology: 3(7)(B), 3(12)(B), 1(3)(A), 1(3)(B), 3(12)(E)

Focus:
I will present the situation of a hunter that takes a deer in the mountains of Colorado.  The hunter tracks their deer down and then decides to go back to camp the get a pack animal to carry it out.  Upon return he finds another hunter who has claimed the animal.  What should the hunter that really took the animal do? 

Lesson Content:

1. Reasons for the existence of hunting laws.

· Public safety

· Opportunity

· Fair chase

· Fare share

· Conservation of resources

2. How hunting laws are passed.

· Federal and state governments

· Provincial statutes

· Regulatory processes

· Local ordinances and policies

3. Open ended discussion about hunting ethics

· What’s right

· What’s wrong

4. Actions that can be taken by hunters to present a positive public image.

· Cover game from sight when traveling home from a hunt.

· Clean up before going into town.

· Present a professional image to the media when talking about hunting/conservation.

· Never drink and hunt!!!!!

· Eat game that is taken.

· Take tasteful photographs.

5. Taking the game humanely 

· Heart

· Lungs

· Liver

· Neck

6. Proper care for the game after taken.

· Tagging – refer back to hunting laws

· Ownership – refer back to the focus and tell them the correct answer, which is leave a business card under the tongue of the animal and call the game warden.

· Field dress the animal

· Safe transport from the field to the camp

Guided practice:
The students will play the news anchor game.  Students will be in a field coarse scenario where decoys will be set up.  There will be one student to each decoy and the news anchor will come around and interview each student asking what animal they are hunting, is the shot safe, and where the vital zones are on the animal.

Independent Practice:

The students will watch a big buck video and in short answer form communicate to me wither or not each animal was taken ethically and if they were shot in one of the vital zones.

References:
Texas Parks and Wildlife

Materials:
· Hunting decoys

Sean Williams
Hunting Strategies

Purpose:

The purpose of this lesson is to give students the basic knowledge and strategies of hunting.

Objectives:

Upon completion of this lesson students will be able to:

1. Identify five major hunting strategies

2. Explain the five major hunting strategies

3. Select the right strategy for the type of game

TEKS: 119.46 C (3) C


TAKS: English I&II 1(7)(F), 1(6)(E), 3(7)(G), 4(2)(C), 5(3)(A); 

Algebra& Geometry:8G(C)(1)(D), 9(8.3)(B), 10(8.14)(A), 10(8.16)(B), 10(8.19)(B); Biology: 3(7)(B), 3(12)(B), 1(3)(A), 1(3)(B), 3(12)(E)

Focus:
I will use the KWL chart and ask the students what do you know about the different ways to hunt?  Next I will ask the students what do you want to know?  I will then preview the lesson and tell them what five strategies I will teach.

Lesson Content:    expert groups
1. Still Hunting

· As the name implies, still hunting is walking stealthily through an animals habitat, stopping frequently to scan and listen. 

· This method is most frequently used on big game.

· As a general rule you should spend ten times longer scanning and listening than walking.

· Always keep a low profile.

2. Stalking

· Stalking is the practice of following signs that lead to a particular type of game or group of animals.

· You can follow tracks on trails or follow sounds that the animals make       ( elk or Sheep )

· Stalking can also be used to close in on game that has already been spotted

· Stalking requires total focus because you must always stay down wind, quiet, and out of sight.

3. Posting

· Posting involves sitting or standing in one spot.

· Posting is most effective when you know were the game travels or their feeding patterns.

· A highly effective practice is posting up next to a food plot.

· The key to setting up a posting site is finding a location that allows you to freely swing your firearm or draw your bow.

4. Blinds and Stands

· Ground blinds are make-shift or temporary structures that conceal the hunter.

· Elevated stands offer a number of advantages to both firearm and bow hunters.  Tower stands are above-ground seats or blinds that conceal the hunter above the level of the animal.

· Things to keep in mind when picking a site for your blind or stand

· Always place the blind or stand downwind based on the normal prevailing winds.

· Place the blind or stand out of the sun as much as possible.

· Place the blind or stand in position where the foreground and background are safest. 
5. Game Calling

· Calling is an effective technique for most animals. 

· There are a variety of sound types that can draw game to you

· Territorial sounds – rattling, bugle, gabble

· Feeding sounds-  chuckle

· Distress sounds-  wounded animals

· There are hundreds of sounds that can attract all types of wildlife.  A skillful hunter can attract game close enough to take an effective shot.
Guided Practice:

I will utilize the eye witness news moment and if time permits the who’s line is it anyway moment.

Independent Practice:

I will have the students pick a hunting strategy and draw a diagram of their ideal plot.  The plot will contain any and all structure as well as were they will set up to hunt, also the way the animals travel into the plot.

Material:

· Handouts for expert groups
