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Unit Plan:
Parliamentary Procedures

Goal / Purpose:


At the completion of this unit, the students will have knowledge of several parliamentary procedures.  Students will be able to define the purpose of the parliamentary procedures and the pertinent facts that go along with them.  The students will be able to expertly demonstrate how to use these in a meeting.

Lessons Covered in this Unit:

· Lay on the Table 

· Refer to a Committee, Previous Question and Point of Order

· Suspend the Standing Rules
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Lesson Title:
Parliamentary Procedure: Lay on the Table

Goal / Purpose:


The students will be able to correctly use Lay on the Table in Parliamentary Procedure along with main motions and amendments.  The students will correctly use this in a mock meeting and in chapter conducting.

Objectives:
Upon completion of this lesson the students will be able to:

· List the pertinent facts of Lay on the Table 

· Identify the purpose of Laying an item on the table 

· Explain why this is used in parliamentary procedure 

· Demonstrate how to properly use Lay on the Table.

TEKS:
119.12.c.4c

TAKS Alignment:

Focus:


Nominate one of the students to be the chairperson.  Another student will come up with a main motion.  The class begins a discussion and then another student will bring another motion that is totally unrelated to the topic.  The teacher will ask what should be done with unrelated motion for the moment.  This is where the motion will be laid on the table for the time being.

Lesson Content:

· The purpose of laying on the table:

· To temporarily delay action on an item business.

· Reasons for such a delay may be:

· To give members time to consider the proposal further

· To consider business of a more urgent nature.

· The pertinent facts of Lay on the Table:

· A second is required.

· It is undebatable and unamendable.

· A majority vote is necessary.

· It cannot be reconsidered.

· When a main motion is tabled, all amendments and other motions belonging to it are also tabled.

· To properly table a motion it must be stated as followed:

· Member: “I move to table the motion that…” (the reason for tabling the motion may be given)

· Member:  “I second the motion.”

· President:  “It has been moved and seconded to table the motion.  This motion is undebatable, unamendable and requires a majority vote.  All of those for the motion say “aye”.  All of those oppose say “no.”

Check for Understanding: Any question so far?

Guided Practice:


Have the students elect a president.  They must open a meeting.  Then they have to come up with a motion.  They will discuss the motion and amend it if they fill it is necessary.  Finally, they will table the motion properly.

Independent Practice:

Every student will right down two main motions on a sheet of paper and turn it in to the teacher.  Everyone has to turn one in.  The teacher will pick two at random.  The class will go through another mock meeting without help from the rest of the class.  The first motion will be tabled and the other motion will be brought before the meeting.  It will be amended to the first and second degree.

Review and Check for Understanding 

List of Materials:

· White board with dry eraser markers

Reference:

Gray’s Parliamentary Guide for FFA
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Lesson Title:
Parliamentary Procedures: Refer to a Committee, Previous Questions and Point of Order 

Goal / Purpose:


The goal of this lesson is for the students to identify the following parliamentary procedures of refer to committee, previous question and point of order.  The students will learn the purpose and the facts that pertain to the procedures.  They will also be able to demonstrate how to enact the procedures in a mock meeting.

Objectives:
Upon completion of this lesson the students will be able to:

· Define the purpose of Refer to a Committee, Previous Question and Point of Order.

· Demonstrate how to properly use these procedures.

· Explain the differences between the three parliamentary procedures.

· Judge how students are using these different procedures in a mock meeting.

TEKS:
119.12.c.4c
TAKS Alignment:

Focus:


Review the students over the different parliamentary procedures.  Have a mock meeting at the beginning of the class and they have to go through main motion, amendment and lay on the table.

Check for Understanding:
Any questions so far?

Lesson Content:

· Using the Buzz Session break the students into groups of three.  Number them off one through three.  Everyone will have a copy of Gray’s Parliamentary Guide for FFA.

· Group one is in charge of Refer to a Committee.  They will have to explain the purpose and the pertinent facts.  Then at the end of class they will have to demonstrate how to properly lay a motion on the table.

· Group two has to learn previous question.  This group will have to teach the rest of the class the purpose and the pertinent facts.  This group will also demonstrate how to properly use this procedure.

· Group three will explain Point of Order.  They are in charge of the purpose and the pertinent facts.  

· Throughout the class, the teacher will talk around the class and answer any questions that the students have in order to make the lesson run smoother.

Check for Understanding:
Any questions so far?

Guided Practice:


After each group has presented their topic, the teacher will run a mock meeting.  During the mock meeting, the student will use the three parliamentary procedures that they learned with the help of the teacher.

Independent Practice:

The class will go through a mock FFA meeting.  They will start with a main motion.  They will have to use every motion that they have learned during the class and use them successfully.  The teacher will be at the back of the class evaluating how correctly they are using the parliamentary procedures.

List of Materials:

White boards of dry erase markers and erasers.

References:

Parliamentary Guide for FFA by Jarrell D. Gray 
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Lesson Title:
Parliamentary Procedure: Suspend the Standing Rules
Lesson Goal / Purpose:


The will have the knowledge of how to use suspend the standing rule.  Students will have gained the knowledge of the purpose, the pertinent facts and the proper terminology that goes along with this parliamentary procedure.

Objectives:
Upon completion of this lesson the students will be able to:

· Define the purpose of suspend the standing rules.

· List the pertinent facts that go with this.

· Demonstrate when to use this procedure.

· Compose this procedure in class during a mock meeting.

TEKS:
119.12.c.4c
TAKS Alignment:
Focus:


How many times have your parents told you that you had to be home way earlier than you want to be home?  Or how many times have they set a bedtime for you that were too early?  The next time that they do that tell them that you want to suspend the standing rules so your curfew will be later.  Although they probably tell you that their home is not a democracy but a dictatorship.  But you can suspend the standing rules in a FFA meeting in order to get something accomplished that may be against the current standing rules.

Lesson Content:

· This lesson will taught has a lecture.  The teacher will be in front of the class answering questions as they come up during the lecture.

· The purpose of suspending the standing rules is to permit the chapter to do something that cannot be done without violating its standing rules.

· The motion to suspend a standing rule may be offered prior to the item of business to which it pertains or it may be offered while the question is pending.

· The suspension of a rule is in effect only for the reason for which it was suspended.  Once the action taken under the suspension, the original rule is again in effect.

· The pertinent facts of suspending the standing rule:

· A second is required.

· It is undebatable and unamendable.

· A majority vote is required. (A 2/3rd vote is required to suspend an order of business that has been previously adopted.)

· It cannot be reconsidered.

· To properly say this motion the member will say, “Mr. / Madam President I move to suspend the standing rule that…

· The motion is seconded. 

· The president will say “It has been moved and seconded that we suspend the standing rule …”

Guided Practice:


The students will go through a mock FFA meeting while suspending a standing that is used in the Groesbeck FFA Chapter.  The teacher will be to guide the student through the meeting in order to be sure that they are doing the motion correctly.

Independent Practice:


At the end of the lesson, the students will write down one rule that their parents have placed upon them.  After they write it down they will write how they want the rule changed and why they feel it is important that the rule is changed.

List of Materials:

White board with dry erases markers and eraser

Reference:

Parliamentary Guide for FFA by Jarrell D. Gray

