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Popup Blinds

Pop up blinds are good for many reasons, including fear of heights, the lack of large trees in your hunting area, and the mobility that a ground blind provides

Perhaps the most important feature of these blinds is their mobility.  You could move between several promising deer trails in a day or even a hunting session.

 Pop up blinds are easy to set up. It takes no time at all to set them up when you are hunting.
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Ground Blind

Safety is probably the number one reason that many people prefer to hunt from the ground as opposed to a tree stand. A fall from even a 10 ft. tree stand, however, can cause serious injury or even death. 

Another important strength of ground blinds is flexibility. While tree stands require trees of a certain size, ground blinds can be constructed virtually anywhere from natural materials such as branches, grasses, weeds, etc. or man made materials such a camo cloth, burlap, boards, or special blind covering materials that are then brushed-in with natural foliage. In addition, blinds made with boards or other sturdy materials can be left up year round, ensuring that game animals become accustomed to seeing them in their natural surroundings.

Portability is yet another feature of ground blinds that deserves mention. 

Arrow trajectory is always an important consideration for the hunting archer. With ground blinds providing an arrow shot that is on the same level as the game hunted, steep angles into the vitals are avoided, thus creating a proportionately broader target zone. 
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Box Blinds

 A box stand allows for movement, protection from the wind and the rain, and safety.  
They provide for easy concealment of yourself and are usually permanent.  Can be hauled 
on a trailer in desired.
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Tripod Blind
These are good in sparsely wooded areas, such as the Southwest, where tall trees for more conventional stands are not readily available 

These use three legs with a rotating seat or shooting house on top 

Because they are bigger than other types of stands, these can really stand out so care must be taken in setting up tripod stands either inside or adjacent to a small tree 

These work best when overlooking large fields or open-area watering holes
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Tree stand Blind
Hunting from an elevated position has many advantages. Hunters place themselves in trees to improve their field of view and to reduce the chances of being detected by game. Tree stand hunting also provides safer and more effective shot angles. Also, remaining above a deer's normal field of view, raising our scent above our prey's nose, and increasing our range of vision is an advantage of a tree stand.
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Duck Blinds
TEKS/TAKS: §119.46.c (3)  

Objectives:
Students will be able to: 

1. Identify major types of duck blinds.



2. Identify advantages of the different types of blinds.



3. Promote and organize a marketing strategy.



4. Determine their favorite duck blind and why.

Focus:
Ask students about different types of game they like to hunt. Explain to students that like all wild animals, in order to hunt them without being seen you must conceal yourself. Whether it is a whitetail, bear, or duck or any type of game bird in order to be an effective hunter you must have some form of cover or camouflage.  As before, we talked about deer blinds, today we will discuss and describe a few different types of duck blinds.  

Content:
Hand out 5 different types of duck blinds.  Have students break up into groups and read the handout about your certain duck blind.  I will hand each group a piece of poster board and two markers. Each group will evaluate the important key factors of their duck blind and draw their blind on the poster board.  The poster will be an advertisement for their blind to the public.  It must contain a drawing of the blind and at least 3 advantages of that type of blind.  When complete, each group will create a mini    info-mercial that markets their duck blind.

Guided Practice:

When all the groups have presented, I will list all the blinds on the board and students will have to orally recall the three advantages that were presented in the info-mercials.  

Independent Practice:

Have students get out a piece of paper and draw every type of duck blind discussed, and explaining what type it is and what it is used for. Also, have students explain what duck blind they would use personally and why they would use that type of blind.

PERMANENT BLINDS
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A permanent blind is less likely to scare off ducks, because they get used to it being there day after day. For another thing, a blind is relatively comfortable. It’ll keep you warmer and dryer, and that translates into better shooting.

POP UP BLINDS
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Pop-up blinds: Work great in areas of sparse cover. They blend in well and are very easy to use.

They pop up in seconds and are easily portable. Light-weight and small, theses types of blinds are very popular.

BOAT BLIND
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Boat Blinds are good for portable concealment.  They fit over your boat and hide your boat, which enables you to move to various parts of a lake and dock on the shore. 

PIT BLIND
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A pit blind will place most of your body below ground level. They are permanent and can be covered with many types of camouflage, including corn stalks, reeds, cattails, and other natural habitat.
Hunting Dogs
TEKS/TAKS: §119.46. c.(3)  The student knows the scientific basis for wildlife management. The student is expected to:

(A)  identify the basic ecological concepts of game management;

(B)  identify game, non-game, and fish species

Objectives:
Students will be able to:




Identify breeds of hunting dogs.




Identify history of dog breeds.




Apply knowledge of breed to own hunting experience.

Focus:
Bring in pictures of different types of hunting dogs.  Ask students if they know what all these types of dogs have in common. Also ask if anyone has any of these types of dogs. Explain that all of the breeds in the pictures have the same instinct, hunting. Explain why having hunting dogs can be an asset to your hunting experience and why they are useful in tracking and retrieving. Also, tell students there are many different breeds, but these are the most popular and what species of hunting they are best for.

Content:
Have students get into groups and discuss a certain breed. Using jig-saw, have students go to “expert” groups and study a breed. Then each student will go back to original group and teach the rest of the group their breed.

Guided Practice:

Have students go to board and describe their expert breed on the board.

Independent Practice:

Have students list all the dogs and what type of game they would be best used for hunting.
Brittany Spaniels

The Brittany comes from the French Province of Brittany.  The Brittany is the smallest of the breeds that are known as the versatile gun dogs.  It is known in Canada and elsewhere in Europe as the Brittany Spaniel, as it was in the United States, prior to 1982.  Since that date, it has been registered with the AKC as the Brittany in recognition of the fact that its hunting methods were more like that of a setter than a spaniel. The "Britt" as he is affectionately known, combines many talents, like being able to point game like the setter does, and retrieve it, as the spaniel does. They have become the most popular of all pointing breeds at field trials and events, but it wasn't always the case because most hunters were used to the long tailed pointers and setters. They are good in all types of weather and over all terrains. It has stamina and hunts fast, with a keen nose and incredible bird sense. The Brittany Spaniel registrations have steadily increased to the point that they are currently in the top thirty of the most popular breeds in the United States. 

The Brittany is a compact, closely-knit medium size dog and build.  A Leggy dog and very agile, it can work the open field as well as the dense cover. Happy and alert, neither mean nor shy, a Brittany is equally content at home as the family companion and its guardian.  Britts, being very intelligent are highly trainable.  They are active dogs needing ample daily exercise.  Britts are good with children and make excellent watchdogs. As with most breeds, it is a good idea to take a Brittany puppy to obedience training. They exhibit boundless energy and should have plenty of exercise. Some have done well in agility trials. 
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English Setters

The English Setter descends from a very old breed of
Spaniels thought to be of Spanish origin more than 400
years ago.  He got his name from his ability to "set" game
for the sportsman's net.  In 1825, an Englishman, Edward
Laverack began to refine the breed by selective inbreeding
and for half a century developed what became known as
"Laverack Setters," later to be called English Setters.
He wrote the first Breed Standard in 1875 and except
for minor revisions, is still in use today.

Another breeder in England, Mr. R. Purcell Llewellin
by name, purchased his original stock from Mr. Laverack,
and bred prominent English Setters by crossing them out to
different lines of English Setters to produce very successful
field trial dogs.  Mr. Llewellin had no interest in creating a
more beautiful specimen.  His interests were in producing a
more successful gun dog.  The two different approaches to
breeding led to the main division in the breed today.  The
Llewellin Setter has a separate registry in the United
States with its own Field Stud Book.  Both types
are very popular in North America.

The English Setter is an elegant, stylish gun dog,
aristocratic and beautiful in appearance.  He is a smash
hit at the dog shows, but it is his temperament which has
won him so many friends in the world of dog fanciers.  The
English Setter is a mild, sweet, lovable dog, intelligent, and
affectionate, good with children, making him an ideal family
companion.  His coat needs regular brushing and just a bit
of trimming to smarten the overall appearance.  He is an
outdoor type and needs lots of exercise, better suited for the suburbs than the city.[image: image12.jpg]



German-Shorthaired Pointer

Although often referred to as German Short Hair Pointer, German Short Hair, or even as the German Shorthair, the official breed name is the German Shorthaired Pointer dog. The exact origin is unknown, but it was developed somewhere in Germany about mid 1800s. The average German hunter could not afford several specialized sporting dogs. They needed one, all purpose hunting dog, good nose, reliable water retrieval, aggressive towards predators and very obedient. Several German and perhaps French scenthounds were crossed to Spanish Pointers, the results then refined by Pointers from Britain. Type was standardized by 1911 and the fame spread. It met the goal of being a versatile gundog, a superb hunting dog, keen nose, sharp eyes and mind, obedient, webbed footed and ready. It willingly trails, points and retrieves, on land or in icy waters. The first US imports arrived in the 1920s and by 1930 the AKC recognized them, the CKC did likewise about 1933. 

A medium size dog, it is a graceful looking hunting dog, bird dog, clean-cut head, sloping shoulders, deep breast, powerful back, strong quarters, good bone, adequate muscle, well-carried docked tail, and taut coat all of which produces a look of nobility. A larger size home and considerable exercise is best, without which it could become mischievous. It sheds somewhat and so should be groomed once a week. It is people friendly, good with children, playful, but rather boisterous. It is very intelligent and willing to please. A German Shorthaired Pointer puppy is quick to learn and obedience training is wise. It makes a good choice for a companion dog, versatile hunting dog, but needs to be indoors with family, not outdoors alone.
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Golden Retrievers

The development of the Golden Retriever is attributed to Lord Tweedsmuir at his estate, Guisachan, at Inverness-Shire, Scotland, north of the English border, along the Tweed River. In 1952 a descendant published documents of his breeding from 1835 until about 1890. In 1865, he acquired his first Yellow Retriever, named Nous, who was bred to a type of dog called the Tweed Water Spaniel, commonly found in the Border country, whose traits and qualities, subsequently influenced the development of the Golden Retriever dog. Nous and Belle produced 4 yellow puppies in 1868, Crocus, Cowslip, Primrose and Ada. From the four, followed additional crosses to the Water Dogs, an Irish Setter and sandy colored Bloodhounds. Then followed some line-breeding, unusual for those days, and Nous and Cowslip appear several times in pedigrees. This line breeding eventually created the Yellow or Golden Retriever dog, later becoming popular in Britain towards the end of the 1800s. First shown in 1908, they were granted breed status by the Kennel Club in 1913, and became known as the Retriever (Golden and Yellow). In 1920 the name was changed to Golden Retriever.

The breed, considered the glamour dog of retrievers, is powerful, active and sound, very elegant. With its intelligence, tractability, poise and beauty, it does exceptionally well in competition such as conformation dog shows and in other canine events. Its personality is eager, alert, self confident, always displaying a kindly expression. It is very friendly towards people and other dogs normally, but should never show timidity or nervousness. It is very intelligent and excels in obedience training and obedience trials. It is exceptional as a guide dog too, but it is as a family pet, and its fondness of children, that this dog breed has gained its renown. A Golden Retriever puppy enjoys socializing and it does well with training. It needs regular combing to minimize shedding. Give it a home in the suburbs or country where it can get lots of wanted exercise. As with many purebred dogs, this breed has some health issues of which a prudent puppy prospective buyer should be aware. That is why it is important to deal with conscientious breeders who address those problems by having their breeding stock tested and cleared, before they breed.
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Irish Setter

The Irish Setter is rich red in color, substantial yet
very elegant in build.  At his best, the lines so satisfy in
over-all balance that some artists have termed him
the most beautiful of all dogs.

Afield, the Irish Setter is essentially a sporting dog, a
swift moving hunting dog, a bird dog, tough, bold and very durable for long continued work in the brush.

At home, his rollicking personality and sweet nature
make the Irish Setter an affectionate, loyal companion,
excellent with children, very playful and will bond to the
whole family.  He is good with other pets and quite friendly
with other dogs.  He is very active and therefore requires
lots of daily exercise.  Shedding is average, so he should be
groomed about three times a week.  Although he is so fond
of people and strangers, he is considered a good watchdog.
For a beautiful, playful affection companion, consider
an Irish Setter puppy for your family.
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Labrador Retriever

The early Labrador dog did not originate in Labrador Canada, but descended from former dogs of Newfoundland, left there years before, by European fishermen and settlers. It was called the "Black Water Dog" followed by the "St. John's Dog." Subsequently, in the budding 1800s, the dog was taken to England where sportsmen and certain English noblemen, were totally impressed with its hunting and water retrieving abilities and desire. Finally, because of stiff import tariffs, just out, coupled with British quarantine laws, the importation of these dogs stopped, leaving the original breed of the St. John's dog, back in Newfoundland, to disappear. Then English breeders were forced to cross breed to other retrievers, but fortunately, the desired hunting dog, bird dog characteristics of these dogs prevailed. Eventually it acquired its present day name. A breed standard was drafted and out crossing was prohibited. The breed gained recognition from the Kennel Club in 1907. The AKC registered its first dog in 1917. 

The Lab dog, as well as being a gentle-mouthed breed, is very intelligent and excels in obedience. Labrador Retriever puppies, with proper training, can become exceptional guide dogs too, but it is as a family pet and its certain fondness of children, that this breed has gained his renown. A Labrador puppy will enjoy being socialized and will do well with instruction. It needs regular brushing to minimize shedding. Give a Lab puppy a home in the suburbs or country where he can grow and get lots of wanted exercise. 
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Weimaraners

The Weimaraner was developed in Germany in the early 19th Century as an all around keen-scented hunting dog to track deer, to hunt bear and wild boar.  The Bloodhound is thought to have been an ancestor, as were other indigenous German hunting breeds of that era.  It was known as the Weimaraner Vortshund, (Weimaraner Pointer).  It was often used to hunt big-game, such as the wolf, and bear.  Later on, they were used as bird dogs and retrievers, working well in water.  Where the mouse-gray color came from, remains a conundrum, but it was a distinguishing characteristic of the early Weimaraner breed as it still is today.  The welfare and development of the early Weimaraner breed was in the hands of amateur sportsmen, members of the German Weimaraner club (formed in 1897) and non-members were not allowed to buy one without first becoming a member.  Non-member dogs could not be registered.  An American sportsman, Howard Knight, became a member in 1929, and was allowed to bring a pair back to the US where he was later, instrumental in founding the Weimaraner Club of America.  The breed was recognized by the AKC in 1943. 

The Weimaraner is medium size dog with a short, smooth, sleek coat, solid in color and distinctive shades of mouse-gray to silver-gray.  His docked tail is always carried in a manner which expresses his self confidence and a sound temperament.  The Weimaraner dog has adapted well to family living, preferring to be indoors with its owners.  It is keen, fearless, friendly, good with children, protective, excellent watchdog, blessed with intelligence and a willingness to learn, excelling at obedience.  It is truly distinctive and a delightful addition to the right family who is prepared to give the dog lots of exercise and top quality food.  Their sleek coat is fairly easy to maintain with some periodic brushing to rid it of dead hairs.  As with many breeds, it is advised to give a Weimaraner puppy formal obedience training.
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Styles of Deer Blinds

By Magen McGhee


Objectives:

Students will identify 5 basic types of deer blinds.





Students will create advantages and disadvantages of each type.





Students will evaluate their favorite deer blind.


TEKS: 

119.46.c.2

Focus:
Think-Pair-Share: Have students discuss what they think a deer blind is and the different types of deer blinds that they know of.  I will write ideas on the board.


Lesson:
Group students in groups of ____ and hand out a type of deer blind.  Have students read a short paragraph and draw on a poster board their type of deer blind. Have students list advantages on poster and try to sell their specific type of deer blind to the other students. All groups will share thee information of their blind with the other students.


Guided Practice:
Have all students identify the different types of deer blinds discussed orally and list advantages and disadvantages on the board in columns.


Independent 

Practice:
Have students draw on own paper their favorite deer blind and why they would buy that certain blind.



