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Unit : Benefits of Wildlife

Lesson 1 Title: Ecological Benefits
TEKS: 119.46 c (2) (A)

Objectives: Upon completion of the lesson the student will 

· Identify basic ecological benefits of wildlife

· Create a small farm pond using wildlife of ecological benefit

Focus:  Have students group up in 2-3 and brainstorm what they feel are some ecologic benefits they can gain from proper wildlife management. The groups will then share some of their answers and reasons.

New Terms: 

Ecology: the relationship of living things with their environment.

Biotic Community: A group of plants an animals that live in the same environment.

Content:  Wildlife Management  --- brief review

· Involves: Identifying solving and preventing the problems 

· Decisions have to be made 

· Increase populations ( plant food  patches)

· Decrease ( harvesting) 

· Some ways to manage are:

· Harvesting, relocation etc.

We have to remember the importance of how we manage wildlife because its proper management that allows us to enjoy the many benefits such as:

Ecological Benefits

· Having a biotic community means every organism depends on one another.

· Farm Pond

· Plants, insects, fish (small and large), frogs,

· Small plants provide food source for small animals and so on.

· A cycle is formed

· If the cycle is broken then  it affects how every organism maintains life
· If plants like water lilies disappear then the insects disappear and the frogs and fish no longer have food.
>>>> How does just a simple farm pond or stock tank affect or benefit the local wildlife?

Allow for a class discussion to expand on this.

Guided Practice

*** create a farm pond from ecological standpoint in class

Independent Study
Worksheet and/ or quiz to follow lesson
Title: Lesson 2 Economic Benefits
TEKS: 119.46 c (2) A & C

Objectives: Upon completion of the lesson the student will:

1. Give three to five examples of economic benefits found to be beneficial to both wildlife and the community in the United States

2. Explain how other countries contribute to economics of wildlife.
Focus: Short review of ecology influenced wildlife and then intro of economic benefits. Teacher will ask students about the kinds of hunting leases they are familiar with or hunts they apply for.
Content: 

· Terms to know

· Economics—the science of the production of goods.

· Resources --  are natural wealth
· Pelt--- hide, with fur

I. Most recognized benefit of wildlife is economic value.

a. Monetary returns involving wildlife

b. Landowners use this as an opportunity

i. Hunting leases

ii. Crops planted to maintain wildlife

iii. Fisheries

1. stocked ponds

2. fish caught increases

3. pay according to number caught

c. Recreational opportunities provided

II. Various wildlife that provide economic benefit/ controversies
a. Mink & Muskrat

i. Pelts are sold for profit

b. Sea Otters

i. pelts

c. Elephant
i. Ivory in the tusk

d. Trapping of some animals is necessary

i. Over- population

III. Meat production

a. US  & other countries

i. Wild game meats resources

ii. Compare wild game to domestic meat

IV. World trade provides benefit

a. Tourist to parks

b. Income to countries

i. Examples of places around world that we can visit and see wildlife in its habitat. (Africa)

Guided Practice


Students will create a farm that uses wildlife for economic benefit. They should describe the species used and how the farm is to be managed to maintain the wildlfie. (Food, etc)

Independent Practice:


Students are to go to the W.W.W. and locate a specific instance where wildlife is n economic benefit to a country, state , or area they are familiar with a write a one page  summary about it. This  can be an article or a story from a hunting site etc.
Title Lesson 3: Aesthetic Benefits

TEKS:  119.46 c 1 A & 4 B

Objectives: upon completion of the lesson students will:

1.
Create a plan to visit a national park of their choice and summarize the aesthetic values and benefits of that park and its wildlife.

Focus: Just a general over view of the previous lesson and define what aesthetic means.

The value that relates to natural beauty and artistic appreciation.

Content:
I. Wildlife has a natural beauty about it.

a. Wildlife Act of 1964 states…

i. Keeping the preservation of wildlife is a responsibility to everyone who intends to use it.

ii. Wildlife can be hunted 

iii. Wildlife is viewed in natural state

II. National Parks provide a Service 

a. Yellowstone

b. Rocky Mountains

c. Yosemite

d. Everglades

III. Wildlife Refuges

a. Place to enjoy many aesthetic

b. Three types

i. Big game

ii. Small game

iii. Waterfowl

c. Refuge management practices

i. Rest areas

ii. Food

iii.  shelter

IV. Wildlife job opportunities through parks and refuges

a. Park rangers

b. Managers

G. P :


Students will pair up and pick specie of wildlife and list several aesthetic factors that it can be valued on. Then the groups will discuss each with the class. This will provide a start for the IP.

 I.P:


Students are to spend two days researching a favorite National Park and create a plan to visit it and summarize the aesthetic befits of the wildlife at that park. It can be on one specie or multiple species. 
This will be counted as a quiz grade or responsibility grade
UNIT TEST TO BE GIVEN UPON COMPLETION OF THIS UNIT!
