Rachel Watts
Surgical Castration
Let’s pretend we all have received a bull calf to raise for an FFA project.  Now, think: what is the very first thing that will need to be done to this calf before you even think about entering him in a market show? Castration!
The safest way to achieve control of breeding is for all male calves that you don't want for breeding to be castrated before they get to mating age. For ease and safety of castration, the younger a bull calf is castrated, the better. Therefore, castration is done for the following reasons:

· Inferior quality animals are prevented from breeding.
· Inbreeding is prevented.
· Castrated males are easier to handle than uncastrated males.
· Beef from castrated males is preferable to meat from bulls.

Bull calves can be castrated from about one month of age.  There are several methods of castration, but the easiest and least risky if it is performed when the calf is young, is surgical castration, where the testicles are removed from the scrotum through incisions made by a sharp knife. Points to note are:

· Always sterilize the knife before castrating.
· Castrate in the early cool of the morning, so that the calf feels less stress and can be observed for problems during the whole of the day.
· Flank the calf down on its side in a non dusty area.
1. Pull one testicle down and pinch it against the skin of the scrotum so that the skin is pulled tight over the testicle.

2. Make an incision down the side of the scrotum on the side closest to the leg, all the way to the bottom of the scrotum.  
3. Protrude the testicle from the incision.
4. Slit the surrounding membrane from the testicle and pull it down from the body, so the testicle is hanging by the spermatic cord.
5. Start high up on the spermatic cord close to the calf’s body, and use the blade of the knife to scrape the blade up and down over the cord until it separates, while keeping the cord pulled taut. 
6. DO NOT CUT THE CORD or the bleeding will be excessive. Scraping roughens the separated cord and reduces bleeding.
7. Repeat for other testicle.
