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Determining Linear Measurements

Objective:  Describe linear measurements, then explain and demonstrate how to measure.

Teaching Time:  Demonstration (15-20 minutes)

Introduction:  Ask students if they have ever tried to build anything without measuring the building materials to be used.  Then ask them if they think this would work.

Instruction:

· Instruments used in linear measurements:

· Measuring sticks

· Tapes

· Chains

· Calipers

· Remote Measurement

· Special Devices (i.e. thickness scale)

· Terms:

· V or Carat – designates location, cut at the center of the mark.

· 1/16” – one inch divided into 16 equal parts

· 1/8” – one inch divided into 8 equal parts

· ¼” - one inch divided into 4 equal parts

· ½” - one inch divided into 2 equal parts

· 1” – standard unit, whole or not divided

· Steps in Determining Linear Measurements:

· Determine which type of measurement tool is best for the particular job.

· Properly align the instrument at the end of the object that you are measuring. (Starting at “0”)

· Find the end point of the object being measured or the point at which you choose to measure off.

· Determine the length of the object by using the pre-drawn marks or hashes on the measuring tool.  (Remember:  each inch is divided into 1/16” increments.)

· Activity:

· Have each student measure off 2” & properly mark this point on a piece of square tubing.
