Brandon Thomason

How to Drive a Nail

The purpose of this lesson is to demonstrate the proper way to safely drive a 16d common nail (3 ½) inches long in to a piece of yellow pine and minimize the risk of bending or breaking the nail.  Also demonstrate the proper placement for driving a nail into a piece of yellow pine.

Objectives:

Upon completion of this lesson the students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate the proper safe technique to drive a 16d common nail with a claw hammer into a piece of yellow pine.

2. Choose the correct placement for the nail in the wood so that the risk of splitting the wood is at a minimum.

3. Properly identify a claw hammer and a ripping claw hammer.

4. Students will also identify how a hammer is identified by size. (Ounces 21…) 

Focus:

I will try to drive a 16d common nail into a piece of yellow pine with a small claw hammer, demonstrating that if I know the differences in the sizes of the hammers I can choose the proper hammer for the task.  

List of materials:

· Safety Glasses 

· Leather Gloves

· Ripping claw hammer (approximetly20oz.)

· Claw hammers (approximately 20oz.)

· Wooden structure thick enough so that the students do not drive the nails beyond the desired depth.
Safety Precautions:
· Close-toed shoes

· Protective eyewear

· No loose clothing

· Knowledge of the equipment and the procedure

Steps:

1. Make sure that you have your safety glasses and leather gloves on.

2. Secure your yellow pine on a workstation free of other students and materials.

3. Grasp the claw hammer with your dominant hand by the handle approximately 2/3 away from the end.

4. Focus the hammer head face down against the wooden structure on your workstation.

5. With your free hand grasp a 16d common nail by the shank.

6. Decide the proper placement of the nail, a place free of knots, and other nails.  Also consider how close you are to the edge of the wood and the thickness of the wood you are using.

7. Next place the point of the nail into the desired location and Look to see that your hands are clear and safe from being smashed 

8. Gently tap the head of the nail with the hammer 2-3 times to start it into the wood.

9. Next remove your free hand from the nail, and focus the hammer head to the nail head.

10. Do not use your wrist to hammer, use your elbow.  Carefully aim and using your arm hammer the nail flush into the yellow pine.  Use as few hammer strikes as possible while still maintaining accuracy so that the nail does not get hot and bend. 

· Review the steps by asking the students questions.

· Have the student perform the process if possible.

· Optional: have the students practice if possible.

