How to Read a Tape Measure

Focus:  Create a scenario.  So you are trying to build a project and the plans call for you to cut a board 5’ 11 1/16”.  Okay, no problem, until you pick up the tape measure and you realize that the lines are not marked.  Now you need to understand how to read a tape measure.

Materials:  tape measure

Terms:  ( ‘ ) = Foot    ( “ ) = Inch

Steps (Verbally)
1. Draw out one inch.

2. Now draw the ½ “ mark.

3. Now draw the ¼” mark and the ¾” mark.

4. Draw the 1/8”, 3/8”, 5/8”, and the 7/8” marks.

5. And now draw the 1/16”, 3/16”, 5/16”, 7/16”, 9/16”, 11/16”, 13/16”, and the 15/16” marks.

6. And last, draw the 0” and the 1” marks at the bottom of the scale.

Review the Steps
Have a student perform the process-
Now have a volunteer come up to the board and draw out a one inch scale and have the rest of the class guide them through it.
