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Frankenstein’s Cactus

Focus:

Narrative: “Dr. Frankenstein was an inventor.  What did he invent?” (A monster)  “He invented this monster of a person by grafting body parts together.  To graft means to transplant a portion of living tissue from one individual to another for the purpose of creating a unique, new living organism.  Today, we are going to be Dr. Frankenstein’s.  We are going to learn what it means to graft by creating our very own cactus plant.”

Show & Name all equipment and materials:

· Two or more cactus plants freely growing in containers

· A sharp knife and a cutting board

· Sterilizing liquid such as alcohol 

· Toothpicks

· Water

· Gardening gloves

· Index cards for names

· Marker

Verbal Instruction:

1. Slice off the top of one cactus.

2. Slice off another thin layer to serve as a moisture barrier (a cap) for the piece to be grafted.

3. Slice off the top of the cactus you want to graft.  Use a plump section that is of comparable size to the first cactus that you cut.

4. If there is a lot of sap running, clean it off with water.  Keeping the cut clean is very important.

5. Remove the covering cap and join the two plants together, pressing them gently.  Attach the parts with toothpicks.

6. Put your new creation in a shady place for a day or two and do not disturb it as it joins together.

7. Give your new creation a scientific and common name.

8. Clean the knife with alcohol before using it to graft again.

Perform the demonstration.

Review the steps of the process.  Ask questions and guide listeners through the process orally.

Call on a volunteer and have them perform the process.

