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INTRODUCTION

There are almost ½ million members who strive to promote the highest quality of leadership, cultivate personal growth and establish a lifelong career of success through Agricultural education. 

Good Morning, my name is __________ and this is _________ and ___________. We are members of the Tarleton State University Collegiate FFA and we want you to be a part of the most dynamic youth organization in America – FFA. 

HISTORY


The National FFA Organization has a rich history filled with strong traditions.  It all began in 1917 when Congress passed the National Vocational Education Act.  This act, known as the Smith-Hughes Act, created vocational agriculture classes throughout the country.  

1926 First vocational agriculture students participate in National Livestock Judging Contest at the American Royal Livestock and Horse Show in Kansas City.

1928    Future Farmers of America is established in Kansas City, Missouri.


      First National President, Leslie Applegate, is elected.


      First National FFA Convention held in Kansas City with 64 delegates present.

1929 National Blue and Corn Gold selected as the official colors.

1930 The Official FFA Creed is adopted.

· Written by E.M. Tiffany of Wisconsin

· Revised in 1965 and 1990

· Basis for the first National FFA CDE for FFA members in grades 7, 8, & 9.

1935 New Farmers of America national organization founded.

· Organization for African-American students

· Created by H.O. Sargent, G.W. Owens and J.R. Thomas.

1944 National FFA Foundation founded

First National FFA Agricultural Proficiency Awards presented

1950 Federal Charter granted by the U.S. Congress

1951 First issue of national FFA magazine, The National Future Farmer
1959 Dedication of first National FFA Center in Alexandria, Virginia

1965 Merger of New Farmers of America and Future Farmers of America

1969 Membership opened to female students

1971      National FFA Alumni organization created

1988 Name changed to National FFA Organization

1989 Magazine changed name to FFA New Horizons
1990 Virgin Islands and Guam chartered as state associations

1996 First H.O. Sargent Awards presented

1997 Dedication of National FFA Center is Indianapolis, Indiana

1998 First National FFA Convention in Louisville, Kentucky

As you can see, the National FFA Organization is strongly rooted in the past, yet it keeps strongly moving forward into the future.  The FFA leaves no one behind.  There is something for everyone here.

DEGREES
Chapter Level Degrees


Discovery
· Optional degree for middle school and Jr. High students.

· You as the teacher decide to award this degree or not

· Star Awarded by teacher.

· Requirements: Pg. 92 Student Handbook


Greenhand

· First Year Ag Students (Explain)

· Can be 8th graders and compete against freshmen.  (Not a good Idea)

· Bronze Pin

· Star Awarded by teacher for the chapter and star awards chosen at district, area, and state levels.

· Requirements: Pg. 93 Student Handbook


Chapter Farmer

· Second or Third Year Ag Students

· Silver Pin

· Four Star Levels Available

· Star Awarded by teacher for the chapter and star awards chosen at district, area, and state levels.

· Requirements: Pg. 94 Student Handbook

State Degree


Lone Star

· Degree conferred by the state

· Application process travels through chapter, district, area, and state degree checks

· Third or Fourth Year Ag Students

· Committee chooses star candidates for district, area, and state.

· Four Star Levels Available

· Gold Charm worn on a chain

· Requirements: Pg. 95 Student Handbook

National Degree


American Farmer

· Highest FFA Degree

· Conferred by the National FFA only

· Golden Key

· Four Star Levels Available

· Requirements: Pg. 96 Student Handbook

CONCLUSION 

FFA will make a commitment to develop leaders for better thinking, a heart of greater loyalty, a dedication to better service in your school, community and country.  We are a part of a successful program. Would you join us?  It is up to you to make the choice.

 We hoped you found this time to be enlightening and informative as well. Now please join us as we say the FFA motto:
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