TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY

AS&D 420
The Agricultural Science Method Demonstration

The purpose of this lesson is to familiarize pre-service teachers with the common procedures and practices involved with delivering a method demonstration to agricultural science students.

Objectives:

Upon completion of this lesson, students will be able to:

1. Understand the importance of demonstrations,

2. Describe the requisites of a successful demonstration

3. Develop and deliver an effective method demonstration,

4. List and apply the steps of a method demonstration,

5. Utilize correct demonstration procedures, and 

6. Avoid demonstration “don’ts”.

· Importance of the Method Demonstration:

· Students learn more completely from seeing a process rather than just talking about it.

· Students will learn and retain even more by seeing and practicing a process rather than simply talking about it.  (Learning by doing)

· Jacque Rousseau, John Dewey, Rufus Stimson, Seaman Knapp

· Requisites for a Method Demonstration:

· Is the topic feasible:

· Proper scope?

· Proper cognitive level?

· Can the topic be demonstrated?

· A developed plan for the demonstration:

· Careful selection and assembly of items necessary for the demonstration

· Practice makes a Teacher!  (Perfect is good enough!)

· Always do the demonstration before it is presented to a class.

· Be good at performing the demonstration

· Have all materials prepared and ready to go.

· Steps in a Method Demonstration:

· Focus/Interest Approach

· Show and name all equipment and materials needed to complete the task.

· Go over all of the steps in the process verbally.  (Use sequential language)

· Perform the demonstration step-by-step, explain each as you go.

· Review the steps in the process, all-the-while asking questions of your students.

· Have a student perform the process if possible

· Optional:  Allow students to practice if possible.

· Correct Demonstration Procedures:

· Follow the Steps!

1. Tell’em what’cha gonna tell’em!

2. Tell’em!

3. Tell’em what’cha told’em!

· Tell, don’t ask, the students to gather around the demonstration area so that all may see.

· Perform the demonstration slowly!

· Explain new terms that students may not be familiar with.

· Emphasize safety!  ALWAYS!

· Show the best procedure for the job.

· Always monitor, adjust and question.

· Watch non-verbal cues the students give you.

· Repeat steps if necessary.

· Maintain a standard of high quality work and expect that from your students.  Don’t be sloppy or cut corners!

· Don’t make the process seem frightening or too difficult.

· Summarize your steps and key points

· Ask summarizing questions.

· Demonstration Don’ts:

· DON’T:

· Perform a demonstration if you are not an expert in the process.

· Allow students to lag and not watch.

· Fail to allow everyone to view the process.

· Block your demonstration!  Learn to work from behind your demonstration and use their “rights” and “lefts”, not yours.

· Skip steps if you are overly familiar with the process.

· Fail to get feed-back from students concerning their understanding of the process.  (This is why practice is so important!)

Assignment
(*These assignments will be due according to dates set after the lesson.)  

(*All assignments must be typed)

1. Develop a demonstration and demonstration plan for your Middle School. Demonstration The plan and demonstration should include all information that is provided in this lesson.  (NOTE:  Your plan will be handed-in after your demonstration).

2. Review your demonstration video.  In no more than one page, describe your strengths and weaknesses in the presentation of your demonstration.

