Lesson Notes

	Opportunities Beyond the Local Chapter

Lesson Plan 

Purpose:  The Purpose of this lesson is to expose future teachers to opportunities for students extended beyond local efforts.

Objectives:  

Following this lesson, the student will be able to:

1. Describe how the FFA New Horizons Magazine can help promote active membership,

2. Explain and evaluate the different benefits and activities associated with state and national conventions,

3. Describe and evaluate the merits of FFA leadership camps,

4. List and describe the different levels of leadership conferences offered by the National FFA, and

5. Recall the global opportunities offered by the National FFA.

Focus:  

· What would it take to change your life drastically?

· Make a short list of five items that would change your life drastically for the better.  (Encourage deep thought)

· Can you change a student’s life drastically with programs in the FFA?

· Lead into opportunities beyond the local chapter.

Lesson Content:
I. Opportunities Beyond the Local Chapter:

i. FFA New Horizons Magazine:

1. Serves as a spring-board for local members

a. See what others across the nation and their state are doing.

2. Highlights:

a. Careers, members, officers, etc.

3. Risk management essay contest

a. Win a trip to Washington D.C. for student and advisor.

b. Rules are in the magazine

ii. Area & State Convention:

1. Area Convention:

a. All areas have a short 1-2 day convention that serves as a qualification round for state convention.  

b. Many of the same opportunities exist.

c. Teachers have much more responsibility.

2. When? Second week of July.

3. Where?  Rotating Schedule

a. Don’t be a bad teacher!  Enjoy where it is, but remember that the trip is for the kids, not you!

b. Take a couple of outings, but don’t miss the important stuff.

4. What will happen?

a. Vespers 

b. General Sessions

i. Motivational Speakers

ii. Entertainment

iii. Retiring Addresses

iv. Awards

v. Recognition of State Winners

vi. Business Session 

c. CDE’s & Agriscience Fair

d. Degree Installations

e. New State Officers

f. Leadership Seminars

g. Leadership Luncheons

h. Exhibit Area

i. Fun Night

i. Dress-Up Theme

ii. Concert

iii. Dance

j. Food!

k. Making Contacts

5. Student Responsibilities:

a. Delegates

b. Area/District Officers

c. Courtesy Corps

d. State Officers

e. Leadership Seminars

f. Chorus

g. Talent Team

6. Teacher Responsibilities:

a. Your Kids!

i. Travel

ii. Hotel

iii. Meals

b. Registration

c. Committee Assignments

iii. National Convention:

1. When?

a. Late October or Early November

2. Where? 

a. Louisville, Kentucky  (Changing to Indy)

3. What’s There?

a. National CDE’s

b. National Star, Chapter, and Student Awards

c. Speakers

d. Career Show

e. Tours

f. Leadership Conferences

g. Dances

h. National Band, Chorus, and Talent

i. Opportunities for Students and Teachers

4. How do you get to go?

a. Work hard, fund raise, and beg?

iv. Leadership Camps:

1. Local Camp:

a. Local officer retreat

b. Summer chapter trip

2. District or Area Camps:

a. Most Areas have a leadership camp every summer

b. Some District have their own camps or retreats

c. Typically ran by the area/district advisor and all of the officers for the area/district

d. Made-up of:

i. Activities

ii. Games/Recreation

iii. Leadership Seminars

iv. Banquet

e. Host Site:

i. Typically a college campus or established encampment

3. Greenhand Camps:

a. Several Greenhand camps are held across the state for freshman students only

4. State/Area/District Officer Camps:

a. Camps reserved for district, area and state officers and their advisors.

b. Put on by the higher-level officer teams.

v. Leadership Conferences:

1. Local, District, Area, & State:

a. Anyone can sponsor an FFA leadership conference.

b. Check for availability in your area.

2. Experiencing Discovery Growth and Excellence (EDGE)

a. Day and a half Middle School Conference

b. Introduces leadership and citizenship

c. Held in various locations

3. Made for Excellence (MFE)

a. Two day High School Conference

b. Leadership, Self-Esteem, Goal Setting, Conflict Resolution, etc.

c. Held in various locations

4. Advanced Leadership Development (ALD)

a. Two Day Conference for Jrs. & Srs.

b. Builds on EDGE & MFE

c. Focuses on Careers, Hands-On Experience and Further Education

d. Held in various locations

5. Washington Leadership Conference: (WLC)

a. Seven one-week sessions during the summer

b. Put on by former state & national leaders

c. Learn about all aspects of leadership and about how government works.

vi. State & National Officers:

1. Texas = 10 officers

2. National = 6 officers

vii. FFA Global Opportunities:

1. Australian Homestay Program

2. EARTH Tour

3. International Dairy and Livestock Seminar

4. Adventure New Zealand Program

5. The World Experience in Agriculture

6. International Student Exchange Program

I. Review:

Guided Practice: 
II. Look Into Your Crystal Ball!

A. You know what students do at camps, competitions and conventions, now predict what you will do will as an agriscience teacher at these events.

B. You and a partner predict what you will do. 

C. Which group will have the closest prediction?

Independent Practice:

None Specified
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