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Lesson Notes

	Getting the Most by Being Involved

Lesson Plan 

Purpose:  The Purpose of this lesson is to inform students about the essentials of a successful chapter.

Objectives:  

Following this lesson, the student will be able to:

1. Understand essentials for chapter success,

2. What roles members fill in working toward chapter goals,

3. Develop a POA (Program of Activities), and

4. Form standing and special committees for proper chapter functioning.

Focus:  

· Name and write as many FFA officers that are used in local chapters as you can in one minute.

·  Ask, what is the most important office? (Discussion).

· Using the diagram on page 43, have the class establish station markers and place them at the appropriate locations in the classroom for a properly arranged meeting room.

Lesson Content:
I. Importance of the Organization and Structure in the FFA:

A. What are the main business functions of any organization?
1. Explain key reasons for an organization’s responsibilities.

2. What kind of business ranking or rating would your FFA chapter earn?

II. What are the essentials to a local chapters success?

A. As a future advisor and AST, how can you engage the members in local chapter success?:

1. ?

III. Program of Activities Outline and Implimentation:

A. The Divisions of the POA:

1. Student Development Division

2. Chapter Development Division

3. Community Development Division

B. Implimentation Ideas From The Class:

1. Planning for the entire year.

2. Using the school, community, and National FFA calendar in planning.

3. Developing a Program of Activities.

4. The importance of the POA and your chapter’s success.

IV. Chapter Meeting and the Chapter Banquet (Awards Ceremony)

           A.  Students will understand the basic structure of FFA chapter 

                 meetings.

                    1.  Use of the gavel.

                    2.  Democratic process.

              B.  Describe the importance of proper dress and using the FFA Manual’s opening

                    and closing ceremonies.

                    1.  What should the officers wear?

                    2.  Build points in the leadership part of the recordbook for attending meeting.

                    3.  Have the sentinel prepare the room for the ceremonies. (U.S. Flag)

              C.  Plan an awards ceremony for a chapter with 94 members.

                    1.  The class will brain storm for 5 - 10 minutes on the preparation for a

                          successfully planned awards program.

                    2.  Discuss some of the possible problems to avoid by proper planning.

              D.  Develop an Agenda or an Order of Business suitable for most FFA chapter 

                    meetings.

                   1.  Refer to page 44 of the “FFA Student Handbook” for ideas in making an 

                        agenda.

                   2.  Give feedback on pro’s and con’s of monthly meetings and degree 

                         ceremonies.

V.      Using Committees to Promote Chapter Growth and Individual

          Involvement

               A.  The two types of committees typically used by local chapters.

                      1. Standing Committees

                      2.  Special Committees

                B.  The importance of a strong vice-president

                     1.  Oversees all committees activities

                     2.  Experienced in conducting meetings and delegation

                     3.  Effective in reporting progress and status of committees to the president

                          and the advisor.

Guided Practice: 
Divide into five groups. Develop a POA for size of school given by the instructor.  You will have 30 - 40 minutes to plan and schedule a quality POA for your FFA chapter.  Each group will select a reporter to explain the first three months activities and plans for the chapter banquet.  Each group will turn in a typed version for evaluation by the instructor on Thursday, August 19, 2004.

Independent Practice:

Learn the advisor’s part for the opening ceremony.
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