A ED 598 - Philosophy, Interpretation and Application of Research
Experimental Research Project

Purpose:

The purpose of this project is to allow the student to experience each stage in the development, analysis and reporting of an experimental research project.

Timeline:

The project will consume two-three weeks of class.  The first week involves the student reading chapters 9 & 10 in the text, completing the extraneous variable worksheet and participating in class discussions related to the project.  The following week(s) will require students to design the experiment and collect data.  During these weeks students will also develop detailed plans and proposal to be presented and approved by the instructor.  During the final week students will collect and analyze data and develop a write-up that will be submitted via www.turnitin.com.  

Due Date:  





· Week One: Project Orientation & Development

· Week Two:  Project Development and Proposal

· Week Three:  Data Collection and Analysis

Required Materials:

· Project Write-Up:

· Students will hand-in a write-up that is modeled after an article in the Journal of Agricultural Education or the Journal of Extension.  The write-up should have the following sections:

· Title

· Introduction

· Purpose & Hypothesis (Null)

· Methodology

· Results

· Discussion/Conclusions/Recommendations

· References

· Data Collection Instrumentation and Research Materials:

· Students must be proactive in the development and/or acquisition of instrumentation or materials needed for treatment and/or control, dependent measurement, etc.  Procrastination can doom a project!

Suggestions:

· Be practical!  Choose a topic that will allow you to collect data from a sample of individuals quickly and conveniently.

· Include information from previous chapters!  We have learned about how to choose a topic, objective development, sampling, instrumentation, etc.  Please be sure to utilize appropriate procedures and include them in your write-up.  Review previous chapters if you need to refresh yourself on appropriate procedures.

· Don’t procrastinate!

· Don’t make a mountain out of this mole hill!  This project is designed to allow you to experience a descriptive study.  Don’t make it more complicated than it should be.

· SELECT THE APPROPRIATE DESIGN AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS!

Evaluation:

· The following are evaluation criteria for the project:

· Are all materials submitted on time?

· Write-Up:

· Does the Write-Up include all required sections?  

· Does each section of the write-up include the appropriate information according to what has been learned in the course?

· Is the introduction well-developed (include citations) and give a clear idea of what is being studied through the description of included variables.

· Is the purpose of the study clear and do the hypotheses spell out what is to be accomplished?

· Is the methodology, design & analysis appropriate?  Is the population and sample described?

· Are the results clearly reported?

· Are the discussion/conclusions/recommendations derived directly from the results and do they satisfy the objectives of the study?  Do they refer to prior research in the field?

