A ED 590 – Advanced Teaching Methods

A Basic Guide to Writing Behavioral Objectives:

Introduction – 

· Much like planning a course of study, planning a single lesson involves the development of objectives.  Objectives do several things for the teacher, they:

· Guide planning by assisting the teacher answer the question, “What do I want my students to know after the lesson is complete?”

· Guide the teaching process by separating sections and assisting with flow.

· Maintain a focus on important or relevant material only, which keeps the teacher from straying.

· Guides student evaluation.  If you write effective objectives, you have written the foundation for your tests or other evaluation measures!

Objectives - 
· Stated in terms of observable and measurable outcomes)

· This is what you want your students to be able to do following a lesson.

· Objectives can be written to three distinct levels:

· Cognitive – The act of knowing
· Psychomotor – The act of doing (typically hands-on)
· Affective – The act of evaluating or passing judgement
· A formal behavioral objective has three parts:

· Task, Action, Proficiency 

· EXAMPLE:  Upon completion of the lesson, the student will be able to list leaf shapes with 80% accuracy in an oral report.

· We will write behavioral objectives that identify the action only.

· Objectives utilize action verbs that indicate observable and measurable outcomes.

· Bloom’s Taxonomy, Newcomb & Trefz action verbs are detailed in the next activity link.
· Here is the neat think about behavioral objectives:

· If you push your students to learn at the higher levels of cognition, they experience “deep” learning and are more likely to retain the information.

· If you write low level cognition objectives only, (memorization and regurgitation), your students will probably not write your content in their long-term memory!  So, if you want students to forget what you teach them do this, teach to one modality only such as lecturing so they have to memorize notes and then give them a paper and pencil test that requires them to regurgitate facts.  Sure enough, they will forget what you taught!  Sound familiar to any of your experiences?  It sure does to me!

· The following are examples of how I expect your behavior objectives to look.  The action verbs are highlighted for your convenience.

At the conclusion of this module, you should be able to . . . 
7.1. Develop behavioral objectives at varying degrees of cognition. 
7.2. Incorporate varying teaching methodologies into specific lessons.
7.3. Incorporate varying student engagement techniques into specific lessons.

7.4. Incorporate various questioning techniques and techniques for checking for understanding. 
7.5. Develop lesson plans in varying physical format. 
(After visiting the two taxonomies, you will notice that none of the above verbs fall into the lower levels of cognition)
Upon completion of the lesson the student will be able to:

1. Make a list of at least three educational topics for which you would be interested in conducting a research study. 
2. Select one of the topics and identify 10 to 15 complete references that directly relate to the selected problem. The references should include multiple sources (e.g., books, periodicals, Internet reports, etc.). 
3. Distinguish between quantitative and qualitative methods of starting a research study. 
4. Read and abstract the references you have listed. 
5. Formulate a testable or descriptive hypothesis for your problem. 
(This set of objectives utilizes multiple verbs per objective.  This can be done, but be careful of overkill.)

Objectives:  

Following this lesson, the student will be able to:

1. Describe what the FFA’s Mission statement hopes to accomplish;

2. Describe how the FFA Motto, Salute, and Creed address the beliefs of the national organization; and

3. Implement innovative teaching strategies for assisting members achieve the different levels of active membership.

(This set of objectives utilizes two lower level objectives and builds to a higher level cognition verb in the final objective.)

Now go to the next activity to check-out the verb taxonomies!
