Effective Lesson Plan Components:

A ED 590 – Advanced Methods of Teaching
	The purpose of this guide is to provide information needed to properly develop a sense of what components should be included in an effective lesson plan.

I. Components of a Basic Lesson Plan:

i. Title Information:
· The tile information can be placed in several formats, but typically contains the following information:  Lesson Title, Unit, Course Name, Teacher Name

· Two very common lesson plan formats are the “Outline” and the “T” formats.

· This guide is laid-out in a T-Format because of the column to the right of this primary information section.

ii. Lesson Goal:

The overall purpose or reason of the lesson.

(This provides students with a sense of continuity.)

iii. Objectives:

(Stated in terms of observable and measurable outcomes)

This is what you want your students to be able to do following a lesson.

· Objectives can be written to three distinct levels:

· Cognitive

· Psychomotor

· Affective

· A formal behavioral objective has three parts:

· Task, Action, Proficiency 

· Upon completion of the lesson, the student will be able to list leaf shapes with 80% accuracy in an oral report.

· We will write behavioral objectives that identify the action only.

· Objectives utilize action verbs that indicate observable and measurable outcomes.

· Bloom’s Taxonomy, Newcomb & Trefz

· Let’s create some basic behavioral objectives

iv. Focus / Interest Approach:

· Justification of the importance of the topic to be learned, as well as a means by which you grab and hold the interest of your students.

· This can be a joke, a story, an activity, a teaching aid, a manipulative that you bring to class, etc.

· It is something that ties to the lesson and GRABS the students’ initial attention!

· Please, whatever you do, don’t just walk in and start teaching!  Grab their interest first!

v. Lesson Content:  (The heart of the lesson)

Involves not only technical information, but teaching techniques, visual aids, activities, monitoring, checking for understanding, activities, and questioning as well.  This is where the Lesson Cycle is utilized!

ALWAYS INCLUDE THESE STEPS:

1. Tell’em what’cha gonna tell’em!

2. Tell’em!

3. Tell’em what’cha told’em!

When teaching your content, it is always a good idea to organize it by objective.  This helps you separate your content and keeps you on track.

☼ - ALL OF YOUR ACTIVITIES, CHECKING FOR UNDERSTANDING, TEACHING TECHNIQUES, ETC. SHOULD BE PLANNED AND RECORDED ALONG WITH YOUR CONTENT OR REFERENCES TO YOUR CONTENT!

vi. Checking for Understanding (Monitoring & Adjusting):

Checking for understanding can be done several ways.  Many teachers utilize questioning, brief kinesthetic activities, quizzes, etc.
vii. Guided Practice: (If using the lesson cycle)
Affording students the opportunity to practice a new skill in the classroom or laboratory under the supervision of the teacher.  (Procedures for guided practice should be included in your lesson plans.)

viii. Independent Practice:  (If using the lesson cycle)
Providing students the opportunity to practice the new skill independently as a reinforcing activity.

ix. Closure:

The closure is the wrap-up at the end of the lesson that ties all of the content, activities and learning together.  It is very important to remember that even if you did a quick review after the presentation of your content, you should always have closure to your lesson even if you run out of time or cut the lesson short.

x. List Materials Needed:

A reminder for you as well as a guide for substitutes.

xi. References:

List where the information in the lesson was derived from.


	



































