Group Teaching Procedures:  Variety is the spice of life!

Every teacher/presenter is faced with the problem of organizing his or her instruction in such a manner that the activities are varied and of a type that objectives will be reached in an efficient and effective manner.  The same procedure or activity used day in and day out will become tiresome to the learners/participants and furthermore, there is no one procedure that will do best at all tasks in teaching/presenting.  Certain strategies/methods are more effective than others in bringing about desired cognition.  Strategies/methods are to be selected on the basis of their effectiveness in accomplishing a specific task.  A variety of methods/strategies are also to be utilized in order to touch as many learning styles and multiple intelligences as possible.  It is for this reason that the following outline of group teaching strategies/methods was created.  Once one of the strategies/methods has been selected, appropriate preparations must be made to ensure its success.  There are things that must be done by both the instructor/presenter and learner/participant in order to prepare for the activity.

	Name & Organization:
	Scope:
	Best Suited For:
	Necessary Preparation:
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	1 – 8 Players Required

Audience Size: Unlimited
	Develops an understanding of other’s feelings.

Develops an understanding of the forces in a situation that block good human relations.

Offers others’ point of view and situation.

Value is in the preparation as well as the playing.
	Hold the actual “playing” until the presentation time (don’t practice).

Spontaneous acting is best.

Help audience to prepare through reading and thinking.

Set the stage before the “playing” begins.

Plan for a follow-up discussion.

Tell the audience what roles were played.
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	1 – Operator/Leader

Audience Size:  Limited by Size of A/V equipment only
	Takes the place of a speaker.

Can bring specialized knowledge to a group.

Provides a uniform mental picture.

Develops interest.

Shows development.

Shows human relationships.

Develops differing ideas.
	Leader selects and previews film.

Select a strong leader.

Check for available A/V equipment.

Plan for discussion:

5 minutes to introduce topic

?? minutes to show film

20 minutes to panel or symposium

20 minutes to discuss

10 minutes to conclude


	Name & Organization:
	Scope:
	Best Suited For:
	Necessary Preparation:
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	2 – 4 Speakers

1 – Leader/Moderator

Audience Size:  Unlimited
	Takes advantage of the not too clear-cut line between the affirmative and negative position.

Develops persuasive speaking skills.

Livens up a group.

Audience must be undecided on the issue.

Delicate issues can be examined and discussed.
	Show a political debate if possible.

Explain the rules of your debate (i.e. – 5 minute opening statement, 2 minute responses to questions and 30 second rebuttal.)

Define the issue.

Select a strong leader.

Select speakers on their ability to sway opinions.

Help speakers become well informed with facts not opinions.

Leader gives an introduction.

Plan time for open questions & discussion.
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	1 – Demonstrator (Teacher, specialist or student.)

Audience Size: 1 – 20
	Establishes the correct step-by-step procedure.

Presents new knowledge. (How-To Topics)

Integrates knowledge, understanding and skills.

Emphasizes a sequence of steps.
	Prepare a written plan.

Assemble needed materials.

Prepare visual aids.

Practice before presenting.

Layout materials and equipment.

Preview steps verbally, Perform steps by hand, Review steps while questioning.

Plan for learner try-out.

Plan for follow-up or entire group practice.
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	1 – Teacher

Several – Assistants

Audience Size: 5 – 25 
	For applying subject matter promptly.

Develops kinesthetic skills.

Develops judgments.

Teaches and develops skills.

Allows application of skills.

Teaches relationships and systems.
	Plan your objectives.

Assemble materials and supplies.

Have equipment maintained and ready.

Plan laboratory layout.

Plan for demonstrations.

Provide for movement of participants.

Layout materials and supplies before lab sessions.

Teacher should supervise.
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	1 – Leader (Representative from site visited.)

Audience Size: 1 -20 (Larger groups must be divided into smaller groups.)
	View the real situation.

Define or locate problems at a site.

View a process or practice being introduced.

View the results of a study.

Extend the facilities of a school.
	Plan the objective of the trip and communicate it to participants.

Contact the trip site in advance.

Plan for:

Transportation, logistics, weather, trip sequence, activities, meals.

Prepare a follow-up activity upon returning.


	Name & Organization:
	Scope:
	Best Suited For:
	Necessary Preparation:
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	1 – Leader (Elected or appointed from the group).

Audience Size: 5 – 20
	Pools knowledge & experience.

Develops new solutions.

Brings out opinions and emotions.

Clarifies thinking.

Develops expression.

Develops growth of the group.

Develops group consensus. 
	Define the problem and state it in question form.

Select a leader

Outline a probable course of discussion (Be flexible.).

Assist members in gathering facts.

Prepare visual aids.

Arrange the room appropriately.

Maintain a positive & productive environment.
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	1 – Leader

2 – 8 Participants (4 is ideal)

Audience Size:  Unlimited
	Presents several sides of an issue.

Brings out wide knowledge & experience.

Controls tense situations.

Develops expression.

Provides for the interests of mixed audiences.
	Define the problem - state it in question form.

Select the moderator.

Select participants based on background knowledge, perspective and experience.

Analyze the issue.

Help the audience prepare.

Introduce the panel members.

Arrange the room with audience in mind.

Maintain a favorable environment.
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	1 – Leader (Usually Teacher)

Audience Size: 1 – 20
	Uses a scientific approach for the solution of real life problems & situations.

Uses facts and data rather than memorization and opinion.

Arouses natural interest in learning.
	Choose a relevant problem to your group.

Utilize common problem solving steps to solve the problem (i.e. – Define the problem, Look for potential causes, Identify alternatives, Select the best alternative, Implement the alternative, Monitor and collect data on the performance of the alternative, Decide if the alternative solved the problem.).

Teach the steps of problem solving or give an example before using this strategy.
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	1 – Leader (Specialist)

Audience Size: 1 – 40
	Brings facts and experience to group discussion, projects or work.

Provides informed judgment for making a decision.

Provides help in exploring problems.
	Define and outline the problem/issue

Contact and inform specialist of:

1. The problem/issue

2. What has been done

3. What your objectives are

4. Size and nature of the group

5. Part he/she is to play

6. That a speech is not wanted

7. He/she is to become a member of the group.


	Name & Organization:
	Scope:
	Best Suited For:
	Necessary Preparation:
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	1 – Leader

2 – Recorders

Audience Size: 5 – 20
	Stimulates creative thinking.

Generates new ideas and approaches.
	Identify the problem to be considered.

Prevent rejection or evaluation of any ideas.

Set a time limit of 5 – 10 minutes.

Plan for time to evaluate the ideas generated (15 minutes).

Use problem-solving steps for further evaluation of ideas.

	[image: image12.png]Buzz Session

@@
== 0
0 “5 ‘P




	1 – Leader for each group

Group Number:  Unlimited 

(5 – 6 individuals per group)
	Brings out a shy audience.

Identifies problems of groups.

Brings out questions.

Identifies possible solutions.

Provides the advantages of small discussion groups.

Allow factions to get together.

Can plan programs through dividing work.
	Define the problem and state it as a question.

Analyze the problem.

Select leaders.

Decide on tasks for the small groups.

Plan locations of small group meetings.

Provide writing materials to the groups.

Give groups time limits.

Plan for assembling group products.

Plan for summary and discussion.
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	1 – Leader (Committee Chair)

Audience Size: 5 – 25
	Find solutions to individual problems.

Make further advancements on problems.

Work cooperatively to obtain knowledge.

Gather new facts.

To think out problems individually.

To complete routine record keeping, news study etc.
	Help individuals define problems and develop good work habits and self-reliance.

Have resource materials available.

Guide participants to known resources.

Provide individual aid quietly during supervised study.


	Name & Organization:
	Scope:
	Best Suited For:
	Necessary Preparation:

	[image: image14.png]Question & Answer

||
.

D ED ED D

00000
00000




	1 – Leader (Usually Teacher/Presenter)

Audience Size: 1 – 40
	Develops understanding.

Identifies weaknesses in group’s knowledge and understanding.

Defines a problem.

Learn background experiences.

Learn extent of individual preparation.

Identify learner readiness for the next step.
	Define a problem and outline it.

Help the group to prepare.

Prepare your questions in advance.

Use sound questioning techniques.

Don’t try to trick the audience.

Plan an assessment to follow.
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	1 – Leader (Speaker)

Group Size: Unlimited
	Present volumes of new material quickly to large groups.

Not effective for engaging an audience.

Presents only one side of a problem/issue.

Brings knowledge to a group.

Provides background for later discussion/application.
	Organize materials.

Select visual aids.

Provide clean air and good lighting.

Eliminate distractions.

Provide adequate light and podium for the speaker.

Be aware of A/V capabilities and requirements.

Have water available.


















































