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Guess the Teaching Method!

Directions:  Read the scenarios in the worksheet and identify the teaching methods in each by completing the questions.

Scenario #1:

Jeff is an agricultural instructor at the local community college.  During his second year of teaching he decides to try some new teaching methods in a freshman-level agronomy course.  While teaching a lesson on small grain crops Jeff splits the class up into five groups and assigns each of them a specific crop.  He explains that they can leave the class to go to the computer lab down the hall or to go to the library next door, but they only have twenty minutes to bring the information back for a brief discussion and presentation session.  He hopes that this teaching method will draw participation from many of his shy students.


Questions:

1. Is the approach that Jeff utilized learner or teacher-centered?

2. What specific teaching method did Jeff utilize?

3. Add your own twist to this method.  How would you improve what he is doing?

Scenario #2:

Sandy is in her 5th year at a state university.  She has traditionally lectured in her agricultural leadership course, but this semester she wants to implement something different.  During a lesson on effective communication, Sandy delivers some content via lecture and then has the students break into small groups to apply the information to a real-world scenario.  After the group work she has the students watch a brief video that shows examples of individuals who are communicating.  After each segment, Sandy stops the video and asks students to individually record on a worksheet if the segment was an example of effective or ineffective communication.

Questions:

1. Is the approach that Sandy utilized learner or teacher-centered?

2. What specific teaching methods did Sandy employ?

Scenario #3:

After teaching two units in his agricultural power technology course, Kyle, an assistant professor at a regional state university wants to review his students in a unique way.  The two units focused on spark and compression ignition engines, specifically, the 4-stroke and 2-stroke spark ignition engines and the 4-stroke and 2-stroke compression ignition engines.  Before a major exam, he breaks the students into four groups and assigns them to one of the engines mentioned above.  Each group is responsible for electing a speaking representative and collecting enough information to defend the merits of their engine and attack the shortcomings of the other groups’ engines.  One class meeting before the exam the students engage in a moderated session in which they argue the strengths and weaknesses of each others engines.  The team who does the best job will receive bonus points on their exam.

Questions:

1. Is the approach that Kyle used teacher or learner-centered?

2. What teaching methodology did Kyle utilize for the review?

3. Give an example of another course and topical area that this method could be used with.

Scenario #4:

Randy has an introductory animal science course at the junior college where he is a faculty member.  The course typically has seventy to eighty students enrolled each semester.  Randy prepares copious notes for his students and delivers the information via Power Point presentations, videos, and trips to industry related businesses.  Students work to absorb the information as it is presented in different forms, take notes, and study for the tests that are offered.

Questions:

1. Is Randy’s approach student or teacher-centered?

2. What teaching methods does Randy employ during his course?

Scenario #5:

During a lesson focusing on wood fasteners for structural lumber, Ronnie, a university faculty member in an agricultural engineering department, challenges his students with a dilemma.  He shows the students in his class how a stud splits out near the end if a standard fastener and associated tools are used.  Rather than just giving the students the answer as he sees it, he challenges them to define what is causing the dilemma, brainstorm possible solutions, choose a solution, test the solution, and evaluate the results until they find the knowledge for themselves.

Questions:

1. Was the lesson that Ronnie taught student or teacher-centered?

2. What teaching approach did Ronnie employ?

Scenario #6:

You create the scenario and at least three questions!  Just as a twist, you cannot use any of the teaching methods already mentioned, but you can utilize an approach that has been used!
