	Political Science 320-125: Terrorism & Political Violence
Texas A&M University – Central Texas / Spring 2011
Jeffrey Dixon
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Course Description
A study of the causes of terrorism and other forms of political violence, with particular emphasis on measures of prevention and counter-terrorism.

Course Objectives and Overview
Terrorism and Political Violence is designed to address violence by nonstate actors short of war.  This is the most prevalent form of conflict in the world.  The course seeks to understand the causes of political violence, the effectiveness of responses to political violence, and the prospects for international control of terrorism.  Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:
1. Define and distinguish different forms of terrorism and political violence, rendering an informed judgment on the legality and morality of each form
2. Identify root and immediate causes of violence which are supported by research
3. Distinguish between policy responses to terrorism and political violence that work to reduce such acts and those which actually increase the risk of such acts

Mode of Instruction, Course Access, and Instructor-Student Interaction
This course is a 100% online course and uses both a public website and TAMUCT/Tarleton State University’s Blackboard system.  The links for both are at the top of the syllabus.  You will use your University ID (UID) and the 6-digit University PIN to logon to Blackboard.  There is a gradebook on Blackboard which you can access through My Grades.  Your grades will be updated four times: about one week into the course, about 4 weeks into the course, before the final exam, and at the conclusion of the course.  I will be checking email on a daily basis and checking the discussion forum at least three times each week.  

Required Readings
The following books are required and available for purchase at the bookstore.  A student of this institution is not under any obligation to purchase a textbook from a university-affiliated bookstore. The same textbook may also be available from an independent retailer, including an online retailer.

Tore Bjørgo, ed.  2005.  Root Causes of Terrorism: Myths, Reality, and Ways Forward.  Routledge. ISBN 0415351502 (Hereafter: Bjørgo)
Seumas Miller.  2009.  Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism: Ethics and Liberal Democracy. Cambridge University Press. ISBN 9781405139434 (Hereafter: Miller)
Sid Jacobson, and Ernie Colon.  2006.  The 9/11 Report: A Graphic Adaptation.  Hill and Wang.  ISBN 0809057395 (Hereafter: 9/11 Report)

Class Policies
Grading:  This course emphasizes engagement with the readings.  There is a substantial reading load, but relatively little “homework” – instead the emphasis is on discussion and exams.  The grading scale is 90/80/70/60.
· Final Exam (40%). The exam will consist of two essay questions.
· The first question exam will ask you to evaluate theories of the causes of terrorism and/or approaches to measuring and studying the subject.
· The second question will ask you to evaluate the 9/11 attacks and/or the proper policy responses to terrorism.
· Grading is primarily based upon your demonstrated knowledge of the material and ability to construct and defend an argument with a clear thesis and evidence drawn from the course readings and discussion, rather than spelling/grammar issues.  However, truly severe writing issues (i.e. being unable to form sentences from subjects and predicates) may prevent the instructor from understanding your argument.  
· Advice: Always write from an outline.  Set forth the argument you want to make and the key points you need to prove.  Be sure you are responding to all elements of the question.  Only then should you actually begin typing your answer.  Clearly organized answers not only tend to score well, but they also take less time to write than meandering ones.
· The exams are both open-notes and open-book.  However, these are not research papers, and you are prohibited from using any resources except for the course readings (or other material posted to the course website) and your own notes.
· Assignments (13%).  There are three homework assignments in the course.  The first requires you to define terrorism, consistently apply the definition to hypothetical cases, rethink the definition after some history is revealed, and post/defend your revised definition on Blackboard.  The second requires you to indicate whether particular phrases from (unlabeled) religious texts condone terrorism or political violence, then view the sources of the quotations, and finally conclude with an informed judgment on whether some religions’ texts make them inherently more violent than others.  The third requires you to apply the US State Department’s definition of a state sponsor of terrorism to two cases – one of which is listed as a state sponsor by the US government and one of which is not.  You will then be required to post your findings about whether each of the two states meets the criteria for inclusion.
· Discussion Posts (47% -- about half the credit in the course).  The first seven weeks of the course will feature 2-3 discussion questions on Blackboard.  You are obliged to post at least twice on each topic – once on Monday or Tuesday, and once from Wednesday to Friday (different deadlines apply to Week 1 – see the course schedule for more details).  To be clear, if there are three questions, then you will end up making six discussion posts.  You receive credit for your best two posts on each topic, and the results will be averaged to arrive at a weekly grade of 0-100 points.  Therefore, making extra posts cannot harm your grade, but failing to make a good post on each topic early in the week and again later in the week will harm your grade.
· Post your answers – or your responses to others’ answers (both are equally valid forms of participation, but both require you to make an argument using evidence, as per the course introduction video) -- in the appropriate discussion thread in Blackboard.
· Write in full sentences using proper spelling, grammar, and punctuation.  Avoid texting or net abbreviations, i.e. “LOL u r right a/b al Qaeda.”
· Maintain civility.  There is strong emotional content in this course, and using refraining from stereotyping people, caricaturing others’ positions, and using inflammatory language helps to keep the discussion academic in nature.
· Ideally, your responses should be about a paragraph long.  You may reply to another student’s question or observation instead of responding to the question posed in the syllabus.  Indeed, actual discussion between students is encouraged.  Grading is based on the quality of your best post on a given question.  
· Grading: There is a quantitative and qualitative element to your weekly discussion grade.  
· Quantitatively, you are supposed to actively participate in two different discussion topics (there are always at least two topics each week).  If you participate in only one, you will receive only half-credit for the week – even if your posts were excellent on that one topic.
· Qualitatively, your posts need to demonstrate an understanding of the readings and advance a coherent argument about them.  That is, you are both showing that you did the reading and constructing an idea of your own (or responding to the idea of another).  The rubric below should help, but keep the following tips in mind:
· The single biggest flaw in most posts is the lack of any evidence (from the readings, videos, or elsewhere) to support the person's opinions.  Phrases like "in my opinion" or "I think" aren't really evidence for your argument.  I look for evidence or examples taken from the readings or lectures, although it's also OK to find evidence elsewhere and cite it in your posts.  Such a post usually ends up receiving only half the possible credit..
· Another flaw in some posts is simply making an assertion, i.e. "Israeli retaliation has failed to reduce terrorism" without providing any evidence or examples to back up the point.  Quite a few half-credit posts follow this pattern: a few sentences with assertions but no concrete examples or evidence.
· Since only your best post on a given topic gets graded, your grade is never lowered by posting more.
· In order to enhance the quality of the grading process, not every individual post will be graded.  Instead, a randomly selected group of topics (at least one half of them) will be graded and the average will be imputed to the other topics.  This average will be computed about four weeks into the course in order to help you adjust your participation.  It will be computed again at the close of the course, and the new grade will be recorded in the gradebook.




Grading Rubric for Class Discussion
	Quality
	Points

	Simple one-line responses with little thought, e.g. “me too” or “I just don’t buy the root causes argument.”
	25

	Arguments are vague, lacking in evidence, and no effort is made to engage others in discussion by advancing new points/questions or posting new information.  In other words, the author rambles.
	50

	Clearly addresses the question posed, using evidence from readings or other sources for support.  However, largely repeats what has already been said without making any new contributions.  In other words, there is no clear or original argument, nor is there clear refutation or addition to another’s argument.
	75

	Clearly addresses the question posed, using evidence from readings or other sources for support.  In addition, the post engages others by either responding to their observations or questions, or by adding new information or posing new questions for others to address.
	100




Final Course Grade Rubric
	
	Points
	% of Final Grade

	Assignment 1
	100
	7%

	Assignment 2
	50
	3%

	Assignment 3
	50
	3%

	Discussion (7)
	700 (100 each week)
	47%

	Final Exam
	600
	40%

	TOTAL
	1750
	100%


1350+ = A      1200-1349=B      1050-1199=C      900-1049=D      899 or lower = F

Pacing and Late Work: This is not a self-paced class.  You are expected to complete the work by the deadline indicated.  Moreover, you are not to post to the discussion board more than one week in advance – this helps to ensure that actual conversation can take place on the board.  If you are up to one week late on discussion or a weekly assignment, you receive half credit for it.  After that, you receive no credit.  

	Emergencies and Involuntary Absences: Since this is an asynchronous online course, you should be able to find time each week for your studies, even when unexpected events happen.  Still, if something is likely to prevent you from participating for a substantial period of time, email me with an explanation before the absence from the course.  Any make-up work is solely at the instructor’s discretion – usually I will simply ask you to do the work in advance of your absence.

Regrades:  Mistakes happen.  If you believe I have graded part or all of an exam or assignment incorrectly, then you have up to one week after I return the exam to you to hand it back to me along with a brief explanation of the portion to be regraded.  I will simply compare it to the key and assign a new grade.

Academic Integrity  
· University Code of Academic Honesty: Texas A&M University-Central Texas expects its students and faculty to maintain high standards of personal and scholarly conduct to preserve the honor and integrity of the creative community. Students’ responsibilities include, but are not limited to, maintaining integrity in their own academic work; reporting incidents of academic dishonesty to the faculty member involved; learning about the general principles of academic integrity as well as those that pertain to particular disciplines and courses; and promoting academic integrity.
· Students guilty of academic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary action. 
· Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on an examination or other academic work, plagiarism, collusion, and the abuse of resource materials. The faculty member is responsible for initiating action for each case of academic dishonesty.
· Specific guidelines for this course, which supplement and do not replace University policy.
Violations: There are plenty of ways to cheat, all of which are listed by the Student Handbook.  Some common violations of academic integrity that I have observed while teaching similar courses at TAMU-CT are
· Receiving assistance on any coursework from anyone other than the instructor.  A single instance of “assistance” on a discussion post or a single  plagiarized phrase in a single post is sufficient to trigger the Academic Misconduct policy.  If you “share” a computer with someone else and they proceed to copy part or all of your work, both of you will be deemed to have violated the policy.
· Plagiarism.  This is found in two forms.  Avoid both of them.
· Use of direct quotes without quotation marks.  Even if you are just using three- or four-word phrases, you need to surround them with quotation marks if you didn’t create them yourself.  This is true even if you cite the source!  Remember that changing a few words in a sentence does not transform a direct quote into a paraphrase;  instead, it transforms one long direct quote into several shorter direct quotes with a word of your own between each.  A true paraphrase is the expression of the cited source’s ideas in your own words.
· Paraphrasing another person’s words without citing the source.
· Penalties: 
· The normal penalty for a violation of academic integrity (whether or not it is specifically listed above) in any of my classes is a grade of zero for the work or a deduction of 20% (two letter grades) from your course grade, whichever is greater.  The infraction will be reported to the TAMU-CT administration, with a recommendation for probation in the case of deliberate violation or no further action in the case of clearly inadvertent violation.  
· The (a) outright purchase, download, or completion by others of an exam or assignment, or (b) multiple violations of academic integrity (whether the previous violation was in this course or other courses) display such serious disregard for academic integrity that either one of them will result in course failure and recommendation for expulsion by the TAMU-CT administration.

Drop Policy
If you discover that you need to drop this class, you must go to the Records Office and ask for the necessary paperwork.  Professors cannot drop students; this is always the responsibility of the student. The records office will give a deadline for which the form must be returned, completed, and signed. Once you return the signed form to the records office and wait 24 hours, you must go into Duck Trax and confirm that you are no longer enrolled. If you are still enrolled, follow up with the records office immediately. You are to attend class until the procedure is complete to avoid penalty for absence. Should you miss the deadline or fail to follow the procedure, you will receive an F in the course.

Student Resources
1. UNILERT (Emergency Warning System for Texas A&M University – Central Texas): UNILERT is an emergency notification service that gives Texas A&M University-Central Texas the ability to communicate health and safety emergency information quickly via email and text message. By enrolling in UNILERT, university officials can quickly pass on safety-related information, regardless of your location. Please enroll today at TAMUCT.org/UNILERT
2. Library Services: Information Literacy focuses on research skills that prepare individuals to live and work in an information-centered society.   Librarians will work with students in the development of critical reasoning, ethical use of information, and the appropriate use of secondary research techniques.  These techniques include: exploring information resources such as library collections and services; identifying sources such as subject databases and scholarly journals; executing effective search strategies; retrieving, recording and citing relevant results correctly; and interpreting search results and deciding whether to expand the search. Library Resources are outlined and accessed through the web page: http://www.tamuct.org/departments/library/
3. Disability Services:  If you have or believe you have a disability, may wish to self-identify. You can do so by providing documentation to the Academic Support Programs Coordinator. Students are encouraged to seek information about accommodations to help assure success in this class.  Please contact Ryan Thompson at (254) 519-5796 or Main Building Room 114. Additional information can be found at www.TAMUCT.org/StudentAffairs.
4. Smarthinking.com:  This is an online tutoring platform that enables TAMU-CT students to log-in and receive free online tutoring and writing support. This tool provides tutoring in Mathematics, Writing, Economics, Statistics, and many other subjects. The hours of service vary depending on the subject. Students will have access after 5:00pm on the 4th class day. Students may gain access by going to www.smarthinking.com  and entering in their University Student ID as their username and Birthday (mmddyyyy) as their password. Once you log-in, you have the option to change your log-in information. If you have difficulties contact Student Affairs at 254-519-5721.  
5. WARRIOR Link:  This online job database connects employers with students by posting internships, part-time, and full-time jobs. All students will receive an email with their username and password the first week of school with access information.  WARRIOR Link allows students the opportunity to search for a job, post a resume, and remain informed on any career services events for up to one year after graduation. Access Warrior Link by using the link at http://tamuct.org/careerservices.

Amendments
Not all exigencies can be foreseen.  I reserve the right to amend the syllabus at any time.


Course Schedule – Check web site for updates!

	Week
	Dates
	Topic
	Readings

	1
	First Posts: March 21-24

Assignment and Responses: March 24-26
	What is Terrorism?
	Watch Video: "Course Introduction"
Watch Video: “Historical Overview”
Read: Miller: Chapters 1-2, Smelser (On Blackboard)
Exercise 1: Defining Terrorism (On Blackboard)

	2
	First Posts: March 28-29

Responses: March 30- April 1
	Typologies of Terrorism
	Reinares (Bjørgo), Heitmeyer (Bjørgo), Ahmed (Bjørgo), Waldmann (Bjørgo), Stohl (Bjørgo)

	3
	First Posts: April 4-5

Responses: April 6-8
	Is Terror Rational?
	Gupta (Bjørgo), Merari (Bjørgo),  Enders and Sandler: Chapters 3-4 (On Blackboard)
Watch Video: Game Theory and Terrorism

	4
	First Posts: April 11-12

Assignment and Responses: April 13-15
	Root Causes of Terrorism
	Mohammad (Bjørgo), Post (Bjørgo), Malecková (Bjørgo),  Kaarthikeyan (Bjørgo), Osama bin Laden’s 1998 Fatwa (Online), Bjørgo--Conclusion (Bjørgo)
Watch Video: Weather Underground (On Blackboard)
Exercise 2: Religious Texts and Terror (On Blackboard)

	5
	First Posts: April 18-19

Responses: April 20-22
	Political Violence: Morality and Consequences
	Jones and Olken (Online), Pogge (On Blackboard), Miller: Chapters 3 and 6
Watch Video: Children of Beslan (On Blackboard)

	6
	First Posts: April 25-26

Responses: April 27-29
	9/11: Lessons, Responses, and a Prediction
	9/11 Report: ALL, Arquilla (Online) 

	7
	First Posts: May 2-3

Responses: May 4-6
	Counter-Terror Strategies: Terrorism as Crime or War?
	Schmid (Bjørgo), Richardson (Bjørgo), Sinai (Bjørgo), Pruitt (On Blackboard), Silke (Bjørgo), Miller: Chapters 4-5
Exercise 3: State-Sponsored Terror? (On Blackboard)

	8
	Take between May 9 and May 12!
	Final Exam
	Review all of your notes, together with the exam preview.



 


1

