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Course Description

The government and politics of the major world powers. Examples may be drawn from Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas.
Course Objectives and Overview

This class is a broad overview of the major questions in comparative politics.  It has three primary objectives:

1. It aims to provide you with tools to examine government and politics around the world and make recommendations for the achievement and preservation of prosperity, democracy, and civil peace.  The class will revolve around how different states can achieve these three goals.

2. Another objective is to develop critical thinking skills in the area of politics.  Many of the exercises, lectures, and homework assignments are structured as puzzles, where you must evaluate competing explanations and weigh fragmentary or uncertain evidence to reach a conclusion and defend it as the best solution given the available evidence.
3. A final goal, somewhat less important than the other two, is to provide you with some concrete information about people and politics in other areas of the world.  All too often debate about politics is based on a smattering of US history and a few stereotypes about foreigners and their governments.  I hope that you leave this course with more accurate and detailed information about other countries to which you can refer when discussing culture, politics, or life choices. 
Required Readings

The following book is required and will be available for purchase at the bookstore.  
Sodaro, Michael.  2008.  Comparative Politics.  3rd Ed.  NY: McGraw-Hill.  ISBN 978-0-07-352631-7
The other required readings are available for download or online viewing at the course website.  For several articles (marked proxy), you will have to login using your Tarleton username and password (the one used for your email account, not the one used for Blackboard)

Class Policies

Grading: The grading scale is 90/80/70/60.
· Homework (50%): There are four homework assignments, one of which is worth 20% of your grade and three of which are worth 10% each.
· Regrades: You have one week from when I return an assignment to request a re-grade of some or all of the exercise.  Just attach a note specifying the section you want regraded.
· Final Exam (30%): The final exam will consist of multiple-choice questions drawn from throughout the course.  About half of the questions will be from lectures and half from readings (somewhere between a 60/40 and 40/60 split).  You will need to bring a Scantron form.
· Participation (20%): This grade is based on your participation during our small-group in-class exercises.  Everyone who shows up promptly for class and then discusses the exercise with their group members will receive a perfect participation grade.  If you are late or silent during a group participation exercise, you will lose credit for the exercise in proportion to your lateness or silence.  If you are absent, you will receive a zero for the exercise.
Points Rubric for Determining Your Course Grade

	
	Points Possible
	% Of Your Final Grade

	Assignment 1
	100
	10

	Assignment 2
	200
	20

	Assignment 3
	100
	10

	Assignment 4
	100
	10

	Participation Exercises
	200 (divided evenly between exercises)
	20

	Final Exam
	300
	30

	TOTAL
	1000
	100%


A = 895 and above (90%-100%)  B = 795-894 (80%-89%)

C = 695-794 (70%-79%)  D = 595-694 (60%-69%)  F = 594 and below (0%-59%)

Attendance:  Attendance is required. However, it does not provide any course credit.  If you miss class, you will naturally be absent for any in-class work we do that day, which will reduce your participation grade.

Make-up Work: Students must inform the instructor prior to an absence.  Send me an email stating the dates(s) you will be missing and the reason(s).  Protect yourself!  Don’t rely on my memory – either email me or hand me something written that I can keep in my files.  If all else fails, you or a friend may call my office and speak to me or my voicemail.  There are very few situations in life that preclude making a phone call or having a friend do so;  failure to contact the instructor prior to class will normally rule out any sort of make-up.  Thus, an after-the-fact excuse must not only explain your absence, but also your failure to contact me about it any earlier.  Make-up exams and in-class work usually differ from the original and are offered during office hours only.
Late Work:  In order to encourage you to keep up with the course, there are strong incentives to turn in your homework on time.  If you turn in an assignment within one week after its due date, you will receive only 75% of the points to which you would otherwise be entitled.  There will be no credit for homework after this one week period.

Academic Integrity (See University Catalog):  
· University policy: Texas A&M University Central Texas expects all students to maintain high standards of personal and scholarly conduct. Students guilty of academic dishonestly are subject to disciplinary action. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on an examination or other academic work, plagiarism, collusion, and the abuse of resource materials. The faculty member is responsible for initiating action for each case of academic dishonesty.
· Specific advice for my students:

· Once you have received an exam, do not discuss it with anyone else until both of you have returned the exam.  It is a violation of academic integrity to share exam questions with other students before the end of the course.

· Do your own work.  Copying someone else’s work is clearly a violation of academic integrity, and there are no collaborative homework assignments in this course.  Showing someone how to sort columns in Excel is acceptable, but entering data or giving them your data is cheating, and both the student who copies and the student who allows their work to be copied will be held responsible.
· Your written assignments – even the worksheet-style ones – should be your own words and ideas unless you specifically indicate otherwise.  Using someone else’s words or ideas without citing them is a violation of academic integrity.

· Quotation: It is a violation of academic integrity to use someone else’s words without using quotation marks (or indentation for long quotes) and citing the source.

· Paraphrase: A paraphrase is putting someone else’s ideas into your own words.  If you simply take their sentence and change a few words, you are not really paraphrasing them because most of the words are still theirs.  When you do paraphrase, you must cite the source from which you got the idea or information.

· Formatting: I don’t care whether you use footnotes, endnotes, or parenthetical citations for this, but you must cite the source where you use it.  Attach a works cited page with a list of all sources used for the assignment.

· Many people do not realize that it is also a violation of academic integrity to claim that you used sources for a paper when in reality you did not read those sources.  Be sure to avoid this – if nothing from a source makes it into your paper, it shouldn’t be cited.

· The normal penalty for a violation of academic integrity in any of my classes is a grade of zero for the work or a deduction of 20% (two letter grades) from your course grade, whichever is greater (see Sanction # 4 in the handbook).  Infractions by previous violators (in this course or other courses) will result in course failure (see Sanction # 2 in the handbook) and a recommendation for expulsion.
· All cases in which academic integrity is violated are documented and referred to the TAMU-CT administration.  They may impose penalties above and beyond those of the instructor, particularly for severe or repeat offenders.  It is ultimately their decision whether academic probation or expulsion is imposed.
Drop Policy:  If you discover that you need to drop this class, you must go to the Records Office and ask for the necessary paperwork.  Professors cannot drop students; this is always the responsibility of the student. The records office will give a deadline for which the form must be returned, completed, and signed. Once you return the signed form to the records office and wait 24 hours, you must go into Duck Trax and confirm that you are no longer enrolled. If you are still enrolled, follow up with the records office immediately. You are to attend class until the procedure is complete to avoid penalty for absence. Should you miss the deadline or fail to follow the procedure, you will receive an F in the course.

Library Services: Information Literacy focuses on research skills that prepare individuals to live and work in an information-centered society.   Librarians will work with students in the development of critical reasoning, ethical use of information, and the appropriate use of secondary research techniques including: exploring information resources such as library collections and services; identifying sources such as subject databases and scholarly journals; executing effective search strategies; retrieving, recording and citing relevant results correctly; and interpreting search results and deciding whether to expand the search. Library Resources are outlined and accessed through the web page: http://www.tarleton.edu/centraltexas/departments/library/
Disability Services: If you have or believe you have a disability, may wish to self-identify. You can do so by providing documentation to the Sarina Swindell, Assistant to the President for Diversity and External Education Initiatives. Students are encouraged to seek information about accommodations to help assure success in this class.  Please contact Sarina Swindell, at swindell@tarleton.edu, 254-519-5711 or KLLN Room 104C.

Amendments:  Not all exigencies can be foreseen.  I reserve the right to amend the syllabus at any time.
Course Schedule – Check web site for updates!
	Dates
	Topic
	Assigned Readings

	Oct 19
	The Good Life – or Dictatorship, Depression and Genocide? The Logic of Comparative Politics
	None

	Oct 21
	
	Chapters 1, 2, 3

	Oct 26
	The Evolution of the State: Power,  Legitimacy, and Collapse
	Chapters 4, 5

	Oct 28
	
	Chapter 6

Rotberg: “The New Nature of Nation-State Failure”

	Nov 2
	The End of History?  Democracy and Democratization
	Chapters 7, 9
Assignment 1 due

	Nov 4
	
	Chapters 10, 20

	Nov 9
	Who Rules?  Systems of Governance and Popular Participation
	Chapters 8, 11

Horowitz: “Electoral Systems: A Primer for Decision-Makers” 

	Nov16
	
	Chapters 16, 17
Assignment 2 due

	Nov 18
	Comparative Political Economy: The Struggle for the Good Life
	Chapter 14

	Nov 23
	
	Chapters 18, 19 

Steinmo: “Bucking the Trend?”

Assignment 3 due

	Nov 25
	Why Are Some Countries Poor?  The Politics of Development
	Chapters 15, 23

	Nov 30
	
	Chapters 21, 22
Revisions to Assignment 2 due

	Dec 2
	Hearts and Minds: Political Culture, Ideology, and Good Government
	Chapter 12, Putnam: “E Pluribus Unum”

	Dec 7
	
	Chapter 13, Norris: “Sacred and Secular – Chapter 6” 

Assignment 4 due

	Dec 9
	FINAL EXAM
	None – Review Everything!
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Assignment 1: Predicting State Failure




     PRINT CLEARLY
DUE: October 28
The state is the fundamental unit of comparative political analysis.  However, some states become incapable of providing any positive political goods to their people.  That is, they no longer enjoy the ability to authoritatively allocate resources or decide between competing value claims.   Your task in this exercise is to identify failed states and failing states (those on the verge of failure).  This will be accomplished by creating an index of state failure.
Instructions

Part A: Create an index of state failure.
1. All of the following are commonly thought to be indicators of state failure:

a. Adverse regime change: Coups, suspension of the constitution, and revolutions show a lack of political stability (since 2005)
b. Revolt: Fighting between the government and one or more rebel groups means limited government authority (since 2005)
c. Civil war (the most severe revolts, killing > 1000 every year): the longer-lasting the war, the more the state has failed its people (since 2005)
d. Very high level of corruption: this reduces positive benefits to citizens (2008 data – 2.0 or lower)
e. Very low per-capita GDP: this makes it difficult for the state to raise revenue (2008 data – $1200 or lower)
f. Negative economic growth: this is an indicator of economic failure (1990 to 2007 average)
g. Very high crime rate: this indicates that government authority is often absent (most recent homicide rate data)
2. For each one of these factors, rate how important you think it is as an indicator of state failure.  The scale is 0 to 10, where 0 means the factor doesn’t matter at all and 10 means it is the most important factor.  These ratings will be used to weigh each factor, so a rating of 10 means the factor matters 10 times as much as a factor with a rating of 1, 5 times as much as a factor rated 2, etc.  Next to each rating, write your reason for assigning that rating to that factor:

	Factor
	Rating (0 to 10)
	Explanation

	Adverse Regime Change
	
	

	Revolt
	
	

	Civil War
	
	

	Corruption
	
	

	Low Per-Capita GDP
	
	

	Negative GDP Growth
	
	

	High Crime
	
	


3. Download the Microsoft Excel workbook for Assignment 1 from the course website.  On the first worksheet, FACTORS, enter your rating next to each factor.  Then click on the tab for the second worksheet, INDEX, and you can see your own Failed State Index, computed from data I entered for each country and your rating for each factor. 

4. Sort your index from most failed to least failed (the procedure depends on your version of Excel).

5. Print the INDEX Worksheet (just hit the Print button – everything should be nicely formatted already).  You will be handing it in with this exercise.


Part B: Evaluate your Index of Failed States
1. According to your index, what state is currently the closest to being a failed state? _______________________

2. Compare your top ten failed states (those with the highest Index values) to the top ten list created by the Fund for Peace and Foreign Policy at http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2009/06/22/2009_failed_states_index_interactive_map_and_rankings
(linked on the course website, of course).

a. How many of your top ten are also listed in their top ten? ________

b. Look at which factors they use to evaluate whether a state is a failed state.  Does their list seem better or worse than the list you used, and why?

c. Note that every factor in their index weighs the same amount, whereas your index weighs some factors more than others.  Which is the better approach, and why?

d. Given this comparison, which index of failed states is better?

3. Using the attached map and three different colors (pens, pencils, or even crayon will do), color in the following 25 countries:

a. Use the first color to mark the five most “failed” states according to your index. (FAILED STATES)

b. Use the second color to mark the five next-most “failed” states according to your index. (NEAR-FAILED STATES)

c. Use the third color to mark the fifteen next-most “failed” states according to your index (STATES AT RISK)

4. Are there patterns of “clustering” among the states you shaded in?  That is, do failed states tend to be found in certain “neighborhoods” of the globe?

5. Given the patterns you have seen, what can or should the rest of the world do to alleviate the plight of those people living in failed states?  Is a regional approach needed, or should we tackle one case at a time?  Should we simply “triage” some states as being doomed and instead focus on the “at-risk” states instead of those that have already failed?

6. Hand in this worksheet, along with your map and your printout.

Part C: Optional Extra Credit (Adds up to 30% to total credit for the assignment): Write a two-page paper explaining how your “most failed” state came to be a failed state.  Did it ever have a chance at becoming stable and prosperous?  Where did its leaders, people, or institutions go so wrong?  Cite your sources and be sure to proofread (a brief guide is on the website).
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Assignment 2: Conditions for Democracy
This assignment is designed to connect the general theories of democratization in the textbook with a specific country relevant to global politics.  Chapter 10 essentially provides two model essays (one on Afghanistan and one on Iraq), but the challenge is to be able to apply theories of democratization to other cases.
A. All of the following countries’ prospects for democratization or democratic consolidation have been subject to intense speculation.  Select one: Russia, Venezuela, Iran.

B. Write an essay of approximately 1200 words (1000 to 2000 is fine) assessing prospect for democratization or consolidation of democracy in your country.

a. Your opening paragraph should have a clear thesis, and your closing paragraph should assess that thesis in light of the evidence throughout your essay.

b. Apply each of the ten conditions for consolidation of democracy listed in Chapter 9 to the country you have selected.   There should be at least one paragraph on each factor, which should clearly assess the degree to which your country meets the precondition.
c. There should be concrete evidence to support your determination on each factor.  If you say the constitution is autocratic, cite evidence to that effect.  If you say there isn’t much of a middle class, use data to prove that point.  Of course, all sources must be cited.

d. Cite your sources in the text (parenthetical citations, endnotes, and footnotes are all acceptable; attach a list of works cited if full citations are not included in the notes).
e. You should avoid sources with obvious bias, i.e. a stridently pro-Israel or anti-Israel source writing about the government and people of Iran.
f. Direct quotations should be only a small portion of your paper (one third or less, and never the majority of a paragraph).  If you do use a direct quote of three or more words, remember to either put quotation marks around it (for shorter quotes) or indent the entire quote (for long quotes).  In either case, be sure to cite your source.

C. Read over your essay and proofread it.  There is a guide to common errors on the course website, and you should look for any of these in your paper.

D. After the paper is graded, you may revise and resubmit it, together with the original paper handed back to you.  In this case, the revised paper will be graded and your new grade will be the average of the two grades.
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Assignment 3: Comparative Economic Performance

                                   PRINT CLEARLY!
This exercise aims to familiarize you with social science research on the economic performance of different social-economic systems.  It also aims to reinforce how social science approaches controversial issues: by first formulating hypotheses, then gathering data to test the hypotheses, and finally comparing the data to what the researcher expected to find in order to evaluate each hypothesis.  If you follow the instructions you will get a very good grade, even if your predictions turn out to be terrible (this is – or ought to be – how social science works).  So don’t read ahead – just take the exercise one step at a time.  You will need a calculator, a pen, a pencil, and a computer with Internet access for this exercise.

A. Think about what leads to per-capita economic growth.  What policies and attitudes should be good for the economy?  I’ve listed some factors that might be relevant below.  For each one, indicate how you would expect that factor to affect economic growth – “INCREASE(S)”, “DECREASE(S)”, or “DO(ES) NOT AFFECT.”  These are your hypotheses (expected empirical relationships).  Then write a few sentences explaining the theory behind your predictions.

1. Tax Policies:

a. In general, higher taxes as a share of the economy ____________ growth.

b. Higher corporate taxes should _______________ growth.

c. Higher personal income taxes should ______________ growth.

d. Higher consumption taxes should _______________ growth.

e. The most important of these statements is (circle one)  a    b    c    d

f. The theory behind my statements above is 

2. Social spending:

a. In general, higher social spending as a share of the economy ____________ growth

b. Higher education spending should _______________ growth.

c. Universal, government-provided health insurance should ______________ growth.

d. The most important of these statements is (circle one)  a    b    c    

e. The theory behind my statements above is 

3. Labor policy:

a. Strong unions (a high degree of wage coordination) should ____________ growth

b. Minimum wage laws _________________ growth.

c. A higher number of strikes and labor disputes should _____________ growth

d. The most important of these statements is (circle one)  a    b    c    

e. The theory behind my statements above is

4. Politics:

a. A high level of popular participation in politics (voting) should ______________ growth

b. Economic growth will be high when (circle one) 

Leftists [Socialists or Social Democrats] Centrists [free market liberals like US Democrats] Rightists [conservatives like US Republicans] 

receive more of the vote.

c.  Economic growth will be low when (circle one) 

Leftists [Socialists or Social Democrats] Centrists [free market liberals like US Democrats] Rightists [conservatives like US Republicans] 

receive more of the vote.

d. The most important of these statements is (circle one)  a    b    c    

e. The theory behind my statements above is

B. Predict the economic performance of the following dozen social-economic systems.  Each system is identified only by a letter.  You are estimating the average annual per capita GDP growth rate of each country over a 14-year period (1990-2003).  All of these are industrialized democracies which have long since gone through the developmental “take-off” associated with very high levels of growth.  Hence, these systems all have relatively modest rates of growth (Between 1% and 2.9%) – but which ones had low rates and which ones had high rates?  Simply follow these steps to make your predictions (you should use a pencil for the rest of this exercise):

1. Look at the data in Table 2 (attached).  Taking into account this data and each of your hypotheses, complete the Taxation, Social Welfare, Labor Policy, and Political Orientation columns in Table 1.  Each cell should have H, M, or L – which stand for whether you expect that factor to produce High, Medium, or Low economic growth in each system.  Try to have 4 of each letter (so that one-third are H, one-third are M, and one-third are L).  Of course, ties may make this impossible.  Ignore the R/W, Actual Growth, and Actual HML columns for now.

Table 1: Applying and Evaluating Your Hypotheses

	System
	Taxation
	R/W*
	Social Welfare
	R/W*
	Labor Policy
	R/W*
	Political Orientation
	R/W*
	Actual Growth*
	Actual HML*

	A
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	B
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	C
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	E
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	F
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	G
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	H
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	J
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	K
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


* Ignore these columns for now.  

2. Now use what you’ve written in Table 1 to rank order A-L from HIGHEST expected growth to LOWEST expected growth on the line below this question. (Example: B, D, E, L, K, A, J, I, H, C, F, G means that you expect B to have very high growth and G to have very low growth).  Use any system you want, but an H-H-H-H country ought to have pretty high expected growth and an L-L-L-L should have pretty low expected growth.  

  ____________________________________________________________________________

3. Now fill in the Expected GDP Growth Rates column of Table 2 with the following average per-capita growth rates, using the rank-ordering you established above: 2.9, 2.6, 2.5, 2.3, 2.1, 2.1, 2.1, 2.0, 1.6, 1.5, 1.3, 1.0.  Congratulations!  You have formulated hypotheses about political economy and used your hypotheses to make predictions about national growth rates.  

C. Now let’s see whether your hypotheses are correct:

1. First, look at the real country names and growth rates at www.tarleton.edu/~jdixon/pols405assign3.html (linked on the course website).  

a. Copy the Actual Growth Rate for each system onto Table 1
b. Copy the Actual Growth Rate for each system onto Table 2.
c. Look at Table 2.  Subtract your prediction for each country from the actual figure for that country.  Now drop any negative sign to get the absolute value of the difference.  (Example: if you wrote 2.1 and the real growth rate was 1.3, you would calculate 1.3-2.1, which is -0.8.  Dropping the negative sign gives you the absolute value of the difference, which is 0.8)  This is your error for each country.  Write your error for each system (country) in the Error column of Table 2.

d. Now add all of your errors together.  What is the total? _______
e. If you knew nothing about any country and simply guessed the average growth rate (2.0%) for every single country, your errors would add up to 5.2%.  Did you do better (your total error is lower than 5.2%) or worse (your total error is higher than 5.2%) than simply guessing the average for every case?

2. Now it’s time to see which of your hypotheses fared best (and worse).  Go back to Table 1.  In the Actual HML column of Table 1, write H if the country’s Actual GDP Growth Rate (the data from the website, not your expectations) was 2.3 or higher, M if the country’s growth rate was 2.0-2.1, and L if the country’s growth rate was below 2.0.

3. Now fill in the R/W columns to the right of each of your predictions on Table 1 by writing in 1 if your prediction matched the HML column (they are the same letter) and 0 if your prediction did not match the HML column (they are different letters).  (Example: You wrote H for Taxation, L for Social Welfare, L for Labor Policy, and M for Political Orientation.  If the HML cell for that country says M, then you would write 0, 0, 0, 1 in the R/W columns, from left to right).

4. Add up each R/W column.  What are the totals?

Taxation: _____   Social Welfare: _____   Labor Policy: _____   Political Orientation: _____

5. On any set of issues, you could have scored 4 right (R/W) by simply picking one letter (say, M) and writing it in for every system.  Which hypotheses, if any, performed better than just guessing the average?

6. Which hypothesis fared the best?  

7. Which fared the worst?

D. Now that you have constructed hypotheses, used data to make predictions, and tested those predictions against the facts, write 1-2 paragraphs (5-10 sentences) below reacting to the results of your analysis.  Ideas: Which factors seem to best predict economic performance in modern industrialized democracies?  Which factors seemed completely irrelevant?  Were there any surprises in the results?  Did you get anything completely backwards (a very low R/W score may be a sign that you had it all wrong)?  Do these results change your opinion about the economic effects of taxes, political ideology, social welfare spending, or labor relations?  Do these results give you any ideas for changing or improving the US economy?

Table 2: Data on each system

	System
	Taxation
	Social Welfare
	Labor Policy
	Political Orientation
	Growth

	
	Taxes as % GDP 2003
	Corp Incom

Tax as % GDP
	Pers IncomTax as % GDP
	Consumpt Taxes as % GDP
	Gov’t  Social Spend as % GDP
	Gov’t Educ Spend as % GDP
	Share of Pop w/ Gov’t Health Insur.
	MinimWage Law?
	Wage Coord Score*
	# Labor Disputes

1999
	Voting Turnout
	% Left Vote
	% Cent Vote
	% Right Vote
	Expected GDP Growth, 1990-2003
	Actual GDP Growth, 1990-2003
	Error

	A
	31.6
	5.3
	12.2
	9.4
	20.2
	5.0
	100
	No
	2
	731
	95.0
	40.1
	5.2
	47.9
	
	
	

	B
	33.8
	3.5
	11.7
	8.8
	19.6
	7.0
	100
	Yes
	1
	413
	67.0
	21.7
	38.5
	37.8
	
	
	

	C
	43.4
	2.5
	7.6
	11.1
	29.2
	5.8
	99.3
	Yes
	2
	2319
	68.0
	44.8
	0.0
	51.1
	
	
	

	D
	35.5
	1.3
	8.5
	10.4
	29.2
	4.8
	90.9
	No
	4
	6
	82.2
	52.1
	6.2
	0.0
	
	
	

	E
	43.1
	2.9
	10.8
	11.1
	25.4
	4.7
	100
	No
	4
	753
	82.9
	32
	4.3
	46.8
	
	
	

	F
	25.3
	3.3
	4.4
	5.1
	19.4
	3.6
	100
	No
	5
	154
	59.0
	19.5
	45.1
	32.8
	
	
	

	G
	38.8
	2.9
	6.9
	12.3
	20.9
	5.1
	74.2
	Yes
	4
	24
	73.3
	39.8
	9.0
	24.7
	
	
	

	H
	34.9
	4.7
	14.6
	12.3
	17.7
	6.7
	100
	No
	1
	32
	84.8
	40.5
	12.0
	39.5
	
	
	

	I
	43.4
	8.1
	10.8
	13.5
	23.1
	7.6
	100
	No
	5
	15
	78.3
	41.0
	12.4
	29.6
	
	
	

	J
	50.6
	2.5
	15.8
	13.3
	28.3
	7.6
	100
	No
	3
	10
	81.4
	52.9
	9.8
	22.9
	
	
	

	K
	35.6
	2.8
	10.2
	11.6
	23.6
	5.3
	100
	No
	1
	205
	71.4
	43.2
	16.8
	30.7
	
	
	

	L
	25.6
	2.1
	9.0
	4.6
	17.2
	5.6
	24.3
	Yes
	1
	17
	49.1
	0.0
	49.2
	40.7
	
	
	


* Wage Setting Coordination Scores. 1 = fragmented wage bargaining, confined largely to individual firms or plants; 2 = bargaining mainly at industry-level with little or no pattern-setting; 3 = industry- level bargaining with reasonably strong pattern-setting but only moderate union concentration; 4 = centralized bargaining by confederation(s) or government imposition of wage schedule/freeze – without a peace obligation, high degree of union concentration and extensive, regularized pattern-setting, tacit coordination of bargaining by employer organizations with extensive pattern-setting; 5 = centralized bargaining by confederation(s) or government imposition of wage schedule/freeze – with a peace obligation, extremely high degree of union concentration and coordination of industry bargaining by confederation, extensive coordination of bargaining by employer organizations with extensive pattern-setting. 

Source: Lane Kenworthy “Wage-Setting Measures: A Survey and Assessment.” World Politics 54: 57-98.
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Assignment 4: Comparative Political Culture

This exercise asks you to compare your beliefs about politics, broadly defined, to those of people in other countries.  Are your beliefs closer to those of the average American, or the average citizen of some other country?  Which country’s people most closely resemble you in their beliefs?   As part of this assignment, you will take a series of brief surveys on each area of political culture.  After comparing your results to those of foreigners, you will be asked to reflect on what attitudes and beliefs are truly essential for democracy.

1. Answer the following question:

 “There is a lot of talk these days about what this country’s goals should be in the next ten or fifteen years. Would you please say which one of them you yourself consider most important in the long-run: 

a) Maintaining the order of nation;

b) Giving the people more say in important government decisions 

c) Fighting rising prices; or 

d) Protecting freedom of speech.

Which is most important? ____  Which is second most important?____

2. If you picked (a) and (c) then you are materialist (Score = 1).  If you picked (b) and (d) you are post-materialist (Score = -1).  If you picked one from (a) and (c) and another one from (b) and (d) then you are mixed type (Score = 0).  Which are you? 

_______________________________.  Your score = ______

3. The rest of the survey is in a downloadable Excel workbook on the course website.  After answering each question, click on the RESULTS tab at the bottom to see your overall scores.  Copy them here:

	DIMENSION
	SCORE

	Specific national pride
	

	Reverse-coded ASHAMED (high means less ashamed)
	

	General national pride
	

	Resistance to multicultural society
	

	Limits to multicultural society
	

	Opposition to civil rights for legal migrants
	

	Favor repatriation policies for legal migrants
	

	Insistence on conformity to law
	

	Traditional vs. Secular-Rational Values
	

	Survival vs. Self-Expression Values
	


4. Now compare yourself to people in other countries on national pride.  I’ve attached charts for specific and general national pride.  

a. For each question and each total, circle the country with the closest score to your own .  

b. Which country best matches your overall level of specific national pride?

c. Which country best matches your overall level of general national pride?

d. On what questions do you differ from other Americans most dramatically?

5. Now compare your next five scores on immigration and minority rights to people in European countries.  I’ve attached charts for each score.  

a. Once again, circle the country’s score that most closely matches your own.

b. Which countries are you closest to on the first two dimensions (multiculturalism)?

c. Which countries are you closest to on the other three dimensions (the immigration and law questions)?

d. In Europe, these questions asked only about legal migrants “from outside the European Union.”  Do you think Americans’ answers to these questions would change if they asked about “immigrants from countries with very different cultures than our own” instead of just “immigrants”?

6. Now locate yourself on the following chart of political cultures, as measured by the traditional vs. secular-rational and survival vs. self-expression scales.  

a. Mark your location on this graph with an X.

b. Are you closer to the United States than to any other country?

c. Are you within the same “cultural region” as the US?

d. Which country’s people have views that most strongly resemble your own?

[image: image2.emf]

National Pride in Specific Achievements (Mean Scores)

	
	Dem
	PolInf
	Eco
	Soc Sec
	Sci Tech
	Sports
	Arts Lit
	Armed Forces
	History
	Fair  Equal
	Overall

	Country
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ireland 
	3.6
	3.7
	3.8
	3.3
	3.8
	4.6
	4.4
	4.1
	4.4
	3.5
	39.3

	United States 
	3.9
	3.7
	3.9
	3.0
	4.3
	4.0
	4.0
	4.2
	4.2
	3.2
	38.5

	Canada 
	3.9
	3.7
	3.3
	3.9
	4.2
	3.9
	4.0
	3.3
	4.1
	xa
	37.5

	Austria 
	3.6
	3.3
	3.8
	4.0
	4.0
	4.1
	3.8
	2.9
	3.9
	3.2
	36.5

	New Zealand 
	3.5
	3.5
	3.5
	2.7
	4.1
	4.6
	4.1
	3.8
	3.7
	3.1
	36.4

	Norway 
	3.7
	3.7
	3.7
	3.3
	3.7
	4.2
	3.5
	2.8
	3.7
	2.9
	35.2

	Great Britain 
	3.4
	3.0
	2.8
	2.9
	4.0
	3.7
	3.7
	4.1
	4.2
	3.1
	34.7

	The Netherlands 
	3.8
	2.9
	3.6
	3.8
	3.8
	3.8
	3.4
	2.6
	3.5
	3.4
	34.6

	Japan 
	3.4
	2.9
	3.8
	2.9
	3.9
	3.8
	4.0
	3.0
	3.7
	3.1
	34.5

	Spain 
	3.0
	2.7
	2.8
	3.0
	3.4
	4.0
	3.9
	3.2
	3.8
	3.2
	33.1

	The Philippines 
	3.0
	2.7
	3.0
	3.1
	3.2
	3.8
	3.6
	3.1
	3.9
	3.0
	32.4

	Germany (West) 
	3.4
	3.2
	3.8
	3.6
	3.8
	3.4
	3.4
	2.5
	2.5
	2.7
	32.2

	Sweden 
	3.3
	2.8
	2.1
	3.3
	3.9
	3.9
	3.5
	2.6
	3.4
	2.8
	31.6

	Bulgaria 
	2.4
	2.6
	2.4
	2.0
	3.2
	4.3
	3.9
	3.3
	4.2
	3.1
	31.4

	Germany (East)
	2.7
	3.3
	3.8
	2.7
	3.9
	3.8
	3.7
	2.4
	2.5
	2.4
	31.0

	Slovenia 
	2.3
	2.5
	2.6
	2.5
	3.3
	4.2
	3.7
	2.2
	3.8
	2.8
	30.9

	Italy 
	2.2
	2.2
	2.6
	2.3
	3.8
	4.0
	4.3
	2.8
	4.2
	2.1
	30.5

	Czech Republic 
	2.6
	3.0
	2.7
	2.0
	3.2
	3.5
	3.9
	2.2
	4.2
	2.2
	29.5

	Hungary 
	2.2
	2.2
	1.8
	1.7
	3.6
	4.0
	3.9
	2.5
	3.6
	2.8
	28.4

	Slovakia 
	2.2
	2.2
	2.4
	2.2
	2.9
	3.5
	3.7
	3.0
	3.9
	2.3
	28.2

	Poland 
	2.4
	2.6
	2.4
	2.0
	3.1
	2.8
	3.4
	3.1
	3.8
	2.5
	28.2

	Russia 
	2.2
	2.5
	2.0
	1.6
	3.6
	3.8
	3.9
	2.8
	3.9
	1.7
	28.0

	Latvia 
	2.7
	2.7
	2.2
	1.8
	2.8
	3.6
	3.9
	2.3
	3.5
	2.3
	27.8


General National Pride (by Mean Score)

Questions

	
	Citizen
	Ashameda
	World Better Like COUNTRY
	COUNTRY Best
	Support COUNTRY When Wrong
	Overall

	Country
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Austria 
	4.2
	3.2
	3.9
	4.0
	3.0
	17.6

	United States 
	4.6
	2.5
	3.4
	4.2
	3.0
	17.2

	Bulgaria
	4.6
	2.9
	4.0
	4.1
	4.1
	17.0

	Hungary 
	4.5
	3.4
	3.3
	3.2
	3.8
	16.7

	Canada 
	4.3
	2.7
	3.4
	4.1
	2.5
	16.6

	Philippines 
	4.1
	2.9
	3.3
	3.6
	2.9
	16.5

	New Zealand 
	4.3
	2.6
	3.2
	4.1
	2.6
	16.4

	Japan 
	4.6
	2.5
	3.3
	4.3
	2.7
	16.4

	Ireland 
	4.3
	2.5
	3.3
	3.8
	2.7
	16.3

	Spain 
	3.9
	3.3
	3.2
	3.3
	3.3
	16.0

	Slovenia 
	4.3
	3.6
	3.5
	3.2
	3.5
	16.0

	Norway 
	4.2
	2.9
	3.1
	3.8
	2.8
	15.8

	Poland 
	4.5
	2.6
	3.8
	3.7
	3.7
	15.8

	Great Britain 
	4.1
	2.3
	3.2
	3.6
	2.7
	15.4

	Russia 
	4.4
	2.2
	3.8
	4.0
	4.1
	15.3

	The Netherlands
	3.6
	3.3
	2.8
	3.4
	2.5
	14.5

	Sweden 
	4.1
	2.4
	3.1
	3.7
	2.9
	14.4

	Czech Republic 
	4.2
	2.3
	3.0
	3.1
	3.2
	14.3

	Italy 
	3.7
	2.1
	2.7
	3.1
	2.9
	14.1

	Latvia 
	4.4
	2.5
	3.5
	3.5
	3.3
	13.9

	Germany (West) 
	3.9
	2.5
	2.9
	3.3
	2.5
	13.7

	Germany (East) 
	4.2
	2.2
	3.0
	3.4
	2.8
	13.6

	Slovakia 
	4.0
	2.1
	2.9
	3.0
	2.9
	13.5


   aThis item was reverse coded. See Appendix 1.
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