POLS 403

Midterm Review Guide

GENERAL TIPS FOR THE MIDTERM EXAM:

· Not every author answers every question, so you can eliminate some match-ups if you know the basic topics each one covers. (Machiavelli has basically nothing to say about # 3, for example, and Plato has little to say about # 2)

· Examples of this type of question: 

· Compare and contrast the attitudes of Plato and Machiavelli on the principles and policies of a good government.

· Compare and contrast the approaches of Plato and Aristotle to the question of what things a good citizen ought to do.

· Try to ask how each one makes a decision and then look over the topics that fall outside our three big questions.  This will help you apply their method to the problem at hand:

· Plato: Utopianism or Cynicism.  You choose.

· Utopianism: Dialectic leading to an ideal state or perfect form.  We then try to move as close to that form as possible.  Philosophy is the proper path to see the forms, and justice results when the parts of the soul work together.

· Cynicism: Justice or goodness must be sought by the soul, not by the polity.  Trying to make the world perfect will lead to ever-more absurd outcomes as each step towards perfection raises new problems that must be fixed until the smallest problem requires such massive and ludicrous change it becomes unresolvable in the real world.

· Aristotle: Conservative, incremental reform.  Establish the opposed “pure” policies with real-world references (as they are, not as they might be) and illustrate the dangers and strengths of each.  Then find the mean between them that preserves the better parts and minimizes the dangers.

· Machiavelli: Again, there are multiple interpretations from which to choose.  Berlin lists a dozen or so, but two major ones are…

· Cassirer’s interpretation: What is good for the Prince, not just in the short run but also the long run?  Which course of action will give the Prince more viable options down the road, instead of committing his fate to chance?  Try to think like a political consultant or reporter who is fascinated with the horse race and admires clever moves and daring schemes.  Always remember to couple action with words that make it seem nobler than it is.

· Berlin’s interpretation: What is needed for the state to survive, preserve its stability and security, and gain glory?  All else must be subordinated to the demands of political life, which alone can bring the good life to the Prince and the country.

· Let’s try applying each philosopher to a novel question.  I’ll typically pick one of them (that didn’t appear in the first exam question), so you should be prepared to apply any of them to any of these questions.

· How would X have advised Bush on the question of whether he should wiretap the phones of ordinary Americans (secretly or otherwise, legally or otherwise)?  

· How would X advise the new Iraqi government on which type of government and constitution it should establish?

· How would X advise us to set up our school system?

· How would X react to our modern system of marriage and divorce?

· How would X have voted in the recent elections, and why?

SAMPLE EXAM.  This is the actual exam I gave last semester.  Note that it provides you will all the information you need – you don’t have to be some sort of expert on Zimbabwe (or even to have heard of the country) to answer Question 2.
1. Compare Plato and Aristotle on the duties of a good citizen.  Matters to consider: whether a political life is a life of virtue;  whether duties to family or household might conflict with duties to the state;  the duties of a good citizen might be different in the best regime than they are in an imperfect regime;  an ironic reading of Plato will probably give you a different answer than a straightforward reading;  a person’s duties might depend on what sort of person he/she is.

2. Compose a letter from Machiavelli to Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe.  Mugabe has often been accused of being “Machiavellian” (Google records 25,600 matches for Machiavelli AND Mugabe).  But how well has he applied Machiavelli’s principles – and can Machiavelli explain why Zimbabwe has become a catastrophe?  Here is all the information on Mugabe that you need:

a. RISE TO POWER: Robert Mugabe fought against the White minority government of Rhodesia for equal rights for its Black citizens.  He led one of two factions (ZANU – the other was ZAPU) opposing the government on behalf of Black Africans.  The war ended by treaty, and Mugabe won the post-war elections in 1980 after calling for reconciliation between the races.

b. CONSOLIDATION OF POWER: At first, the two former rebel groups governed in a grand coalition.  In 1983, Mugabe dismissed ZAPU members from his government, triggering a small rebellion in the ZAPU-dominated areas of the south.  The military crushed the revolt by 1985, killing large numbers of civilians in the process.  ZAPU was then absorbed by ZANU, leaving only a powerless white opposition party.  The Constitution was amended to make Mugabe President with vast powers, and Mugabe gained a more or less permanent majority in Parliament, allowing him to dictate its legislation.

c. GOVERNMENT POLICIES

i. SOCIAL SPENDING: Mugabe initially pursued ambitious social programs, funding education and health initiatives.  Both were successful.  However, economic problems in the 1990s forced large cuts to the programs, leaving many educated Zimbabweans without employment.

ii. TARGETING HOMOSEXUALS:  As the economy began to suffer in the mid-1990s, Mugabe turned to attacks against homosexuals, stating that it “...degrades human dignity. It's unnatural and there is no question ever of allowing these people to behave worse than dogs and pigs. If dogs and pigs do not do it, why must human beings? We have our own culture, and we must re-dedicate ourselves to our traditional values that make us human beings... What we are being persuaded to accept is sub-animal behaviour and we will never allow it here. If you see people parading themselves as lesbians and gays, arrest them and hand them over to the police!”  Parliament dutifully passed laws against homosexuality and arrests began.

iii. LAND REFORM: The export of cash crops provides most of the government’s revenue.  Large estates owned by whites were the cornerstone of the country’s economy.  However, as his popularity declined in the late 1990s, Mugabe decided to use the issue of land reform to rally support among his ZANU members.  He allowed armed ZANU supporters to invade white-owned farms and evict their residents, dividing the land among his political supporters.  Parliament passed a law allowing seizure of white-owned farms without compensation.  The policy continues to this day.

iv. DRC WAR: The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) was invaded by its neighbors Rwanda and Uganda in 1998.  Mugabe immediately ordered his forces to assist the government of the country against both the external invaders and internal rebels who allied with them.  Some thought that he was acting to preserve a balance of power by preventing a Rwandan-Uganda regional hegemony.  Others claimed that he was just in it for the mineral resources of the DRC.  His defense minister said, “Instead of our army in the DRC burdening the treasury for more resources, which are not available, it embarks on viable projects for the sake of generating the necessary revenue.”  The forces withdrew after a peace agreement several years later; casualties are unknown.

d. ECONOMIC COLLAPSE: Zimbabwe is a basket case.  Inflation got so bad that the government started printing 100-billion dollar notes (which are now practically worthless).  Inflation is now a mind-boggling 231 million percent per year.  Starvation is rampant, as food production has decreased and cash crop exports have all but ended.  Military personnel have begun to defect to neighbors because their salaries are worthless.

e. RENEWED OPPOSITION

i. MDC CHALLENGE: A new opposition movement called the MDC campaigned against Mugabe in the 2002 elections.  With the aid of extensive vote rigging and violence, Mugabe “won” the election.

ii. RETALIATION:  Mugabe’s supporters arrested and tortured opposition politicians and independent journalists over the next few years.  In 2005, Mugabe bulldozed slums housing tens of thousands of people.  He blamed them for supporting the MDC.

iii. SCAPEGOATING:  Mugabe accused the former colonial power of Britain of being behind efforts to destablizie his regime.  He blamed the (4%) white minority for the challenge to his rule (the MDC got more than 40% of the vote).

iv. 2008 ELECTION:  The MDC challenged Mugabe again in the 2008 elections.  Despite extensive vote-rigging, the MDC won.  After hesitating for a few days, Mugabe convened a meeting with his top security officials to discuss his defeat in the elections. He was advised to remain in the race.  He then declared that no party had received a majority and a run-off would be necessary.  Meanwhile, senior military officers supervised a military-style campaign against the opposition.  The first phase of the plan started a week later, involving the building of 2,000 party compounds across Zimbabwe, to serve as bases for the party militias.  The plan was given the code name of “CIBD,” which stood for: “Coercion. Intimidation. Beating. Displacement.”  Opposition leaders were arrested, beaten, and sometimes killed.  Areas that voted against Mugabe were deprived of food.  Election officials and poll watchers were also arrested.  After a month of this repression, the MDC’s leader fled the country and withdrew for the race, leaving Mugabe in power.

v. POWER SHARING?  Under international pressure, Mugabe agreed to share power with the MDC.  He split the Cabinet posts, giving the MDC positions like Minister of Sport and Tourism.  The key ministries in charge of security, defense, and the economy were retained by ZANU.  The opposition charged that Mugabe made a mockery of his promise to share power.

f. SUMMARY: Zimbabwe is a mess, but its leader still lives the good life, having retained power for 28 years.  Challenges are frequent, but Mugabe has managed to divide or mislead the opposition.  One person said that “if the devil (Mugabe) kisses you, count your teeth.”

