POLS 350 Final Exam – Take Home Portion

QUESTION ONE:   Choose or create a system for evaluating documentary films.  Your system should be capable of distinguishing between propaganda, persuasion, and information.  It should also take into account the viewpoint of the documentary, its political implications, and even its production qualities.  It is very important that your answer be detailed, precise (capable of clearly distinguishing good from bad documentaries and persuasion from propaganda), justified (that is, not arbitrary but designed to accomplish important objectives – recall the in-class exercise on why one needs to distinguish propaganda from persuasion), and superior in one or both of these ways to each of the other systems suggested by the materials in the class (contract model, Chomsky/Hermann propaganda model, continuum view).

To reiterate:
1. Describe your system of evaluation in as much detail as possible.
2. Prove that it is precise and free of vague statements that could be said about any film.
3. Prove that it actually accomplishes worthwhile objectives, i.e. is justified.
4. For each competing system of analysis, prove yours is more precise and better justified.
5. Be ready to apply your answer to a film you’ve never seen.


