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Course Description
This course examines the international politics of the Middle East, with particular emphasis on Israel and its regional rivals.  The course is divided into two parts: a review of theories of conflict and cooperation and the application of those theories to the Middle East region.
Course Objectives

This course is a graduate-level seminar.  It has three general objectives which are common to these courses:

1. Students should learn to understand and critique academic research and writing.

2. Students should learn to integrate the results of these critiques so that they can address new situations or questions which they have not seen analyzed by others.

3. Students should develop professional research and writing skills through the production of original research.

Four other objectives are quite specific to this course:

1. Students should understand major theories of conflict and cooperation in world politics.

2. Students should understand the development of interstate disputes and cooperation in the Middle East, at both the dyad and state levels of analysis.

3. Students should be able to compare the predictions of general theories of conflict and cooperation to the actual international relations of the Middle East.

4. Using their knowledge of the specific conditions of the Middle East and their knowledge of conflict theory, students should be able to make informed predictions about the future of conflict and cooperation in the region.

Required Readings

The following book is required and available for purchase at the bookstore.  The other course readings are available online.
Ian Bickerton and Carla Klausner.  2006.   A History of the Arab-Israeli Conflict.  5th Ed.  Prentice Hall.  ISBN: 013222335X
Class Policies
Grading: 

· Participation (30%).  Each week before Wednesday, I will post a series of topics for discussion on the class.  These can be accessed from the Discussions tab of Blackboard.  You are expected to actively post in these discussions.  

· This is the equivalent of three hours a week of in-class discussion, so you are expected to be active in more than one topic more than once during the week.  You are also free to create new topics if they relate to the week’s assigned readings.

· Use proper grammar and punctuation on the discussion board.  It makes discussions more professional and productive.  Similarly, treat other students with the same respect you would show in a classroom.

· The cutoff for discussion of the week’s material is Friday evening at 7 PM.

· Final Exam (30%).  There will be an essay exam during the last week of class.  You will have three hours to complete the exam.  It will be open book / open notes.  The use of websites other than the course Blackboard section is prohibited.  You will be required to answer two questions which integrate the readings.  For example, you might be asked to apply what you have learned about territorial conflict (week 4) to the example of Iran-Iraq (week 9), the Golan Heights (week 14), or the West Bank (week 15).  Further examples will be provided in a bare-bones study guide about halfway though the course.
· Research Project (40%): You will write a 20-30 page, double-spaced research paper, due on December 8.  The research paper should follow these steps:

· It should begin with an empirical puzzle or question about the international relations of the Middle East.  By empirical, I mean a question about cause and effect in the observable world.  If your question contains a “should” it is normative and not empirical. Your puzzle should be cleared with the instructor within the first three weeks of the course.  This is saved as Assignment on Blackboard, due September 12.  Just complete it there.  Some examples include:
· Will there be another war between Israel and Syria?

· Will Iran develop a nuclear weapon?

· How will we know when Iraq is stabilized?

· What is the risk of water wars in the Middle East?

· What is the risk of civil war in Lebanon?

· What effect would democratic reforms in the Gulf States have on regional stability?

· What will be the final status of the West Bank?

· Will Iran and Israel go to war?

· Do higher oil prices increase the risk of war in the Middle East?
· It should review the existing academic literature on the subject (peer-reviewed journal articles or academic books), identifying disagreements between scholars.  This process will likely take 2-4 weeks.  Submit necessary interlibrary loan requests (ILLs) early in the course.
· It should elaborate an explanation for the puzzle or answer to the question, taking into account the previous scholarly work.  The student should consult the instructor once he or she has a tentative explanation.  This is the second Assignment posted to Blackboard.   It is due on October 3. 
· It should use this explanation to derive one or more testable hypotheses.  A testable hypothesis is a statement that changes in X cause changes in Y.  We refer to X as the independent variable and Y as the dependent variable.  Example: 

· Hypothesis:  If Iran grows militarily stronger relative to Israel, the odds of war increase.  

· Dependent Variable:  The dependent variable is war (or the odds of war, but they cannot be measured directly since all we see if War or NO WAR).  

· Independent Variable:  The independent variable is the ratio of Iranian military power to Israeli military power.  Changes in this variable are thought to produce changes in the dependent variable.
· It should contain a research design, specifying how these hypotheses should be tested: what the dependent and independent variables are, how to measure each one of them, where to find the necessary data, likely control variables, and expected results.  The student does not actually have to conduct this analysis, but it is important to see how the process works.

· It should contain some original evidence regarding the hypotheses.  The simplest way to accomplish this objective is to write a case study of how changes in independent variables altered the dependent variables in one state, region, or time period.

· Cite your sources according to a consistent scholarly format (MLA, APA, APSR, etc).  Attach a list of works cited.

· The research paper is due on December 8.  It counts for 75% of the Research Project grade (30% of your course grade)

Summary: Grading for POLS 586
	Item
	Points

	Participation
	300 (20 per week)

	Final Exam
	300

	Research Project: Puzzle
	50

	Research Project: Theory
	50

	Research Paper
	300

	TOTAL POSSIBLE
	1000

	895+ = A        795-894=B         695-794=C         595-694=D        594 or lower = F


Make-up Work: Students must inform the instructor prior to an absence.  Send me an email stating the dates(s) you will be missing and the reason(s).  You should also hand me a written note with this information in class.  (Protect yourself!  Don’t rely on my memory – hand me something written that I can keep in my files).  If all else fails, you or a friend may call my office and speak to me or my voicemail.  There are very few situations in life that preclude making a phone call or having a friend do so;  failure to contact the instructor prior to class will normally rule out any sort of make-up.  Make-up exams differ from the original and are offered during office hours only.  If you have more than one excused absence, you will need to complete make-up worksheets for the second and each subsequent absence.  These worksheets provide an incentive to keep up with the readings.
Academic Integrity (Tarleton State University Catalog, p. 37):  
· University policy: Tarleton State University expects its students to maintain high standards of personal and scholarly conduct. Students guilty of academic dishonestly are subject to disciplinary action. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on an examination or other academic work, plagiarism, collusion, and the abuse of resource materials. The faculty member is responsible for initiating action for each case of academic dishonestly.
· The student handbook contains the entire policy.  It is online as well: http://www.tarleton.edu/~stuserv/handbook/AcademicRights.htm#Conduct
· Specific guidelines for this course:

· The three most common violations I have observed while teaching at TSU-CT are:

· “Sharing” homework.  Note that you may not “jointly” complete any of the homework exercises in this course;  these are to be completed by yourself alone.  If you provide another student with a copy of your homework and they copy it, both you and the copier will be deemed to have violated the policy.

· Using direct quotes without quotation marks.  Even if you are just using three- or four-word phrases, you need to surround them with quotation marks if you didn’t create them yourself.  This is true even if you cite the source!

· Paraphrasing another person’s words without citing the source.  

· Exam reminders:

· Once you have received the exam, do not discuss it with anyone else until both of you have returned the exam.

· Do not access online or other prohibited resources during exams.  
· The normal penalty for a violation of academic integrity in any of my classes is a grade of zero for the work or a deduction of 20% (two letter grades) from your course grade, whichever is greater (see Sanction # 4 in the handbook).  Infractions by previous violators (in this course or other courses) will result in course failure (see Sanction # 2 in the handbook) and recommendation for further disciplinary action by the TSU-CT administration.

Drop Policy:  If you discover that you need to drop this class, you must go to the Records Office and ask for the necessary paperwork.  Professors cannot drop students; this is always the responsibility of the student. The record’s office will give a deadline for which the form must be returned, completely signed. Once you return the signed form to the records office and wait 24 hours, you must go into Duck Trax and confirm that you are no longer enrolled. If you are still enrolled, follow up with the records office immediately. You are to continue your coursework until the procedure is complete to avoid penalty; otherwise, should you miss the deadline or fail to follow the procedure, you would receive an F in the course.

Library Services: Information Literacy focuses on research skills that prepare individuals to live and work in an information-centered society.   Librarians will work with students in the development of critical reasoning, ethical use of information, and the appropriate use of secondary research techniques including: exploring information resources such as library collections and services; identifying sources such as subject databases and scholarly journals; executing effective search strategies; retrieving, recording and citing relevant results correctly; and interpreting search results and deciding whether to expand the search. Library Resources are outlined and accessed through the web page: http://www.tarleton.edu/centraltexas/departments/library/
Disability Services: If you have or believe you have a disability, you may wish to self-identify. You can do so by providing documentation to the Assistant Director of Student Development at the Tarleton-Central Texas campus. I encourage students with disabilities 
to speak with me about accommodations they might need to help assure success in this class.
Ms. Monica Campbell






Assistant Director of Student Development               

Tarleton State University-Central Texas                    

1901 S. Clear Creek Rd., Ste. 113A                           

Killeen, TX 76549                                                      

(254) 519-5467                                                           

mcampbell@tarleton.edu                                        
Amendments:  Not all exigencies can be foreseen.  I reserve the right to amend the syllabus at any time.

Course Schedule – Check Blackboard for updates!
In general, readings for a given week are listed in the order in which you’ll want to read them.  All of the readings except for the textbook are available on the website as pdf files or web links.

	Week
	Topic
	Readings

	Aug 25-29
	The Middle East Studies Debate
	Gerges, Bilgin, Shea (link), Maoz

	Sept 2-5*
	Economics and Resource Wars
	Le Billon, Amery, Haddadin, Peters

	Sept 8-12
	Power Politics
	Kugler and Lemke, Gibler et al, Levy

	Sept 15-19
	Territorial Disputes and Waterways
	Hensel, Hensel et al, Gleditsch et al

	Sept 22-26
	Dangerous Dyads and the Liberal Peace
	Vasquez 1, Russett and Oneal, Vasquez 2

	Sept 29-Oct 3
	Islam and the Clash of Civilizations
	Henderson and Tucker, Chiozza, Fox 1, Fox 2, De Soysa and Nordås

	Oct 6-10
	Islam and Democracy
	Midlarsky, Lebovic and Thompson, Ross 1, Fish, Tessler

	Oct 13-17
	Oil and Internal Reform
	Richards and Waterbury, Ross 2, Anderson, Okruhlik, Nonneman 1

	Oct 20-24
	Arabs and Persians: Iraq vs. Iran
	Bakhash, Nonneman 2, Ehteshami, Khonsari

	Oct 27-31
	The International Politics of Oil
	Bahgat, Hinnebusch, Lowi

	Nov 3-7
	Minorities and Threats to Internal Stability
	Izady, Gause, Sorenson

	Nov 10-14
	Lebanon: Civil Wars and Interventions
	Wenger and Denney, Seaver, Rabil 1, TBA

	Nov 17-21
	The Creation of Israel
	Chapters 1-4, Rabil 2

	Nov 24-26*
	The Israeli-Arab Wars
	Chapters 4-9

	Dec 1-5
	Israel-Arab Relations after the Cold War
	Chapters 10-13 and Conclusion, Fortna

	Dec 8-12
	Final Exam
	None


* Denotes shortened week due to holidays.  
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