PHYSICS 103 PLANETARY ASTRONOMY SYLLABUS
SUMMER l (2008 June 9 – July 8)
LECTURE TIME: MTWT (1:00 pm – 3:15 pm)
LABORATORY: MTWT (3:30 pm – 5:45 pm)
ROOM: 234 SCIENCE BUILDING
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Michael Hibbs

e-mail hibbs@tarleton.edu      web site http://www.tarleton.edu/~hibbs
Phone 254-968- 9150

OFFICE HOURS: 213A Science Building, MTWR 12:30 pm – 1:00 pm and

TW 5:45 pm – 6:15 pm

If you feel that you need or want any additional help, please let me know during lecture or lab! If you need to contact me outside of class, you may call me or e-mail me.

TEXT: The Solar System, 6th Edition, Michael Seeds      ISBN 9780-495-38787-8
(No other texts or lab book will be required)

Grading:  
Your final grade will be based on the following:

Total average of the three lecture tests (approx. 18% each) = 60%

Comprehensive lecture final exam = 15%
Total average of all weekly quizzes = 5%

Total average of all laboratory grades = 20%

There will be three lecture tests.  The material covered by these tests will come from the class lectures (about 70%) and assigned chapters in the text book, Labs and homework (about 30%). No test score will be dropped.

The Final Exam will be Tuesday, July 8, 1:00 pm – 3:15 pm

Exams, quizzes and the final will be closed book and closed notes.  Calculators may be required.
The grade scale will be: A = (90-100), B = (80-89), C = (70-79), D = (60-69), F = (0-59). All grades are subject to statistical adjustment (curving) at the discretion of the instructor.

 
Attendance:  
Absences will be recorded.  However, lecture attendance will not directly affect your lecture grade.  You will be responsible for any information given in the lectures.  If you miss a class, get the class notes from another student!

EXAM AND QUIZZ MAKE-UP:
Lecture quizzes and tests must be made up with proper arrangements or the missed work will receive a grade of zero.  Note, make up work is the responsibility of the student and is permitted solely at the discretion of the instructor. Note, no make up quiz or exam will be allowed for a test already handed back in class. If you know in advance that you will miss a lecture test, you must let the instructor know in advance so proper arrangements can be made.  If you miss a lecture test because of unexpected events beyond your control, you must contact me at the first opportunity to schedule a make up. 

STUDENTS WITH DIABLITIES:

Students with disabilities may request appropriate accommodation by contacting the Director of Student Disability Services in the Mathematics Building, Room 201, at 254.968.9400, or at disability@tarleton.edu.
LABORATORY REQUIREMENTS & GRADING: No lab manual is required. The labs to be done in a given day will be announced in the lecture prior to the lab.  Students must bring paper, pencil, calculator to each lab. Labs must be made up with proper arrangements or the missed work will receive a grade of zero.  Note, make up work is the responsibility of the student and is permitted solely at the discretion of the instructor.  If you know in advance that you will miss a lab, you must let me know in advance so proper arrangements can be made.  If you miss a lab because of unexpected events beyond your control, you must contact me at the first opportunity to schedule a make up. Note, no lab can be made-up after that lab has been handed back to the class.
Topics will be selected from the following chapters.  Material from lecture notes, quizzes and labs will indicate what information is to be covered by the exams.

CHAPTER

GENERAL  TOPIC________________________________

Chapters 1 The Scale of the Universe, 2 The Sky, 3 Cycles of the Moon, 4 The Origins of Modern Astronomy, 5 Newton, Einstein and Gravity, 6 Light and Telescopes
EXAM l

Chapters 19 The Origins of the Solar System, 20 Earth: the Standard of Comparative Planetology, 21 The Moon and Mercury, 22 Comparative Planetology of Venus and Mars
EXAM ll
Chapters 23 Comparative Planetology of Jupiter and Saturn, 24 Comparative Planetology of Uranus, Neptune and Pluto, 25 Meteorites, Asteroids, and Comets, 26 Life on Other Worlds
EXAM lll

FINAL EXAM
Comprehensive


General Comments:
Some of the philosophy of this course emphasis conceptual ideas, the history and development of Astronomy and the power of observation.  You will also be asked to do some application of basic equations. This course is designed to be educational, as well as, fun!  The format is informal where student participation is expected. I encourage students to work and study in groups.  If you ever feel frustrated, please come see me and we will find away to help you through the course.
