Popular Music in America Grading Page
10  Discussions @30pts each = 300
6 Assignments @ 50pts each = 300
3 Unit Exams @ 100pts each = 300
Final Project @ 100pts = 300
Assignment 1:  Music List
 
Your textbook discusses over 65 types (or styles) of popular music.  Using the bold headings and chapter summaries of your book, see how many you can find.  List them on a Word document.  Be sure to number them.  Save the document as Week1_Assignment1.1_YourName.doc (using your own name :-) 
Read these instructions on Assignment Submissions, paying particular attention to the instructions about the Assignment heading and how to name the file before submission.
Upload the Word document in the assignment section as an attachment.  You will receive 2 points for every style of popular music that you list.
Make sure you list styles (Swing), and not times (Swing Era), people (Big Bands), or forms (strophic).  Ask yourself on each one:  Is this a popular American style?  Does it (or did it) make money?
Assignment 2:  On Broadway
 
Rent a DVD of a musical and watch it.  Choose from the following musicals:  Showboat, Oklahoma, Singing in the Rain, Evita, or West Side Story.  Answer the questions on the Assignment 2.1 Worksheet.  Remember to use correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.  Submit the completed worksheet by the due date and time in the form of a Word document saved as Assignment 2.1_YourName.doc
 
Note:  In order to read the comments on your graded papers, you will need to enable "Markup" after opening your assignment document that will be returned to you.  
· In Word 2003, under "View" on the toolbar, check "Markup."  
· In Word 2007, click the "Review" tab and select "Final Showing Markup."  
· 
Assignment 3:  Write your own blues song
 
Compose your own blues song.  See your text (pp.57-58) and the lecture notes for more info.  You do not have to write the music, but the words only.  Your song should have at least 3 verses (one verse would be 3 lines long as in the example on p. 58).  Choose your own topic - perhaps too much rain, or your part-time job, or online college classes can give you inspiration! Put your blues song in the form of a Word document for submission and name the file Assignment3.1_YourName.doc These will be published for your classmates to see after the deadline (which is again Sunday midnight). 
 
Assignment 4:  NEA Jazz in the schools
 
Follow this link to find 3 Listening Exercises.  Choose one and answer the question.  Be sure to look up any words you do not understand before you answer the questions.
Listening One
The blues has been a constant source of inspiration throughout the history of jazz. Each succeeding generation of jazz musicians has continued to draw upon, return to, and reinvent the blues in countless variations. Listen to each of the following excerpts. Compare and contrast the different performances. Take note of the use of bent notes, unusual timbre or sound quality, dynamics, and unusual rhythms. Can you make any generalizations about the approach to blues soloing within each musical period?
· Jelly Roll Morton, [image: listen]“Original Jelly Roll Blues” 
· Bessie Smith and Louis Armstrong, [image: listen]“St. Louis Blues” 
· King Oliver and Louis Armstrong, [image: listen]“Chimes Blues” 
· Louis Armstrong, [image: listen]“West End Blues” 
· Billy Eckstine and his Orchestra, [image: listen]“Blowin’ the Blues Away” 
· Charlie Parker, [image: listen]“Parker’s Mood” 
· Clifford Brown, [image: listen]“Blues Walk” 
· Nicholas Payton, [image: listen]“Whoopin’ Blues” 
Listening Two
Listen to these improvised solos from different periods in jazz history. What techniques does each soloist use to project his or her own creativity and personality onto the music? In what ways are the soloists similar, and how do they differ? How does each soloist embellish or depart from the written melody? Do the performers engage in collective improvisation, do they play alone, or do they play solos to a fixed, written accompaniment?
· Louis Armstrong, [image: listen]“West End Blues” and [image: listen]“Lazy River” 
· Art Tatum, [image: listen]“Get Happy” 
· Charlie Parker’s Reboppers, [image: listen]“Ko Ko” 
· Ella Fitzgerald, [image: listen]“How High the Moon” 
· Sarah Vaughan, [image: listen]“Shulie a Bop” 
· Sonny Rollins Quartet, [image: listen]“St. Thomas” 
· John Coltrane Quartet, [image: listen]“Giant Steps” 
· Eric Dolphy, [image: listen]“Out to Lunch” 
· Dave Douglas, [image: listen]“Penelope” 
Listening Three
Listen to John Coltrane’s recording of [image: listen]“My Favorite Things.” How does the band establish a musical context for the soloist? How does Coltrane rework the melody of the tune? What effect does the change from minor to major tonality have on the development of the improvisations?
 
Submit your answer by the due date and time in the form of a Word document saved as Assignment3.2_YourName.doc

Assignment 5:  Hot/Cool Jazz Comparison

Download the Assignment template above and fill in the sections based upon your reading for this week.  Answer each section completely, but do not plagiarize from the text!  Links to the songs are below.  Save your document as Assignment4.1_YourName.doc and submit it by Sunday at midnight. 
Hotter Than That
Singin' the Blues

Assignment 6:  Country Music Trivia tests
 
Go to the following link and choose 3 quizzes.  Test your knowledge of Country Music.  List the 3 quizzes that you took and your scores.  Save your document as Assignment5.1_YourName.doc and submit it by Sunday at midnight. This assignment will not be graded, but points will be deducted if you don't submit it!
Country Music Trivia Quizzes
 
Assignment 7:  Do-It-Yourself Country Western Songkit
This is just a fun exercise - a tongue-in-cheek version of country song-writing
Go to the link above and fill in one for yourself.  Use suggestions from the list, or make up your own.  Don't change the other part, though, or it won't rhyme.  Submit in a Word doc as usual.
 
If you'd like to see how your song would sound, here is a midi file to Red River Valley
This tune will fit your newly created country hit!

Assignment 8
Submit the title of the PowerPoint that you have chosen for your final project.  Give a title and brief description of your content.  Do not submit as a Word document.  Just type your info into the window in the assignment section.
 
Discussion 1:  Introductions
Please introduce yourself to your online classmates.  Include any personal information that would help us to get to know you; for example, your major, future career plans, home town, family info, etc.  Also, tell us what your favorite popular music is and what influences have caused that to be so.  Did you grow up with that kind of music, were you more influenced by your friends, or do you just march to a different drummer?  Last of all, please give an overview of your experiences as a musician.  Did you take piano lessons, play in the band, join a church choir, sing in the shower?  Don't be modest.  I promise I won't ask you to perform! 
Discussion 2:  Musical Theater
 
What musicals have you seen?  What was your opinion?  Do you think this is a viable form of entertainment in our current popular culture or will it go the way of the dinosaur (and vaudeville)?  Why or why not?

After writing your answer, feel free to respond to your classmates' posts in order to get to know them a little better.  This discussion question will not be graded.  Everyone who responds will be given full credit if it is submitted on time.
Discussion 3
 
Based upon your reading (and NOT your assumptions or pre-conceived notions), how did race discrimination affect the development of jazz?  How might jazz be different today if there had been no discrimination against black composers and performers?  Be specific in your conjecture (not just "better" or "worse").  Answer the questions by Friday (midnight) and post responses to two peers by Sunday (midnight). 
 
Discussion 4:  Back to the Movies
 
Choose a movie from the Jazz section of the Movie List to rent and watch.  In your discussion forum, give a brief summary of the movie.  Share something you learned about jazz that you found particularly interesting and name the jazz song in the movie that you liked best.  Post by Friday (midnight) and post responses to two peers by Sunday (midnight).
 
Discussion 5:  Country Culture 
Your textbook (p. 121-124), paints a picture of the culture of the rural south that was reflected in early country music.  How much of that culture do you think still remains in the rural south today? (I’m talking attitude, not occupation).  Is it still male-dominated with macho tendencies?  Is it still shaped by Fundamentalist Christianity?  Is it still “behind the times”?  Many of you live or have lived in rural areas.  Feel free to give specific examples to illustrate your opinions.
Answer the questions by Friday (midnight) and post responses to two peers by Sunday (midnight)
Discussion 6:   Country music article
 
In The Economist, there is an article called "Country Music:  Middle America's Soul."  The article says "If you want to understand America, turn that dial to a country-music station."
 
Read the article (link below) and comment on its content.  You may agree or disagree, but be specific.  You may prefer to comment on the writer's assessment of country music as it relates to politics, economics, sociology, patriotism, religion, or any of the other associations that are made.  Answer the questions by Friday (midnight) and post responses to two peers by Sunday (midnight)
 
http://www.economist.com/world/displaystory.cfm?story_id=8345548
 
Discussion 7:   The first Rock 'n' Roll song
On the lecture page (to your left), the question is posed, "What was the first rock song?"  Four possibilities are offered by your text, and audio links are provided on the lecture page.  There is also a link to a more extensive list.  Listen to the songs and draw your own conclusions.  Which song would you choose and why?  Be sure to justify your opinion.  Remember to avoid the "I agree" responses unless you offer some additional perspective. Answer the questions by Friday (midnight) and post responses to two peers by Sunday (midnight).

Discussion 8:   In the 60's, rock matured.  Two principle influences were Bob Dylan and the Beatles.  What changed in the message and music that gave rock music more depth than before?  Answer the questions by Friday (midnight) and post responses to two peers by Sunday (midnight)
Discussion 9:  How do they mix?
Do you think that there is a natural and necessary chasm between the styles of classical music and popular music, or is it an artificial separation?  Based upon your answer to the first question, do you think art rock  successfully mixed the two genres, or not?
Answer the questions by Friday (midnight) and post responses to two peers by Sunday (midnight).

Discussion 10:   The Future of Rock
The commercial success of American popular music reached its apex with rock music. Many different sub-genres have since developed from this popular style. Where do you think rock music is headed in the future? How will the move from CDs to digital music affect it? Answer the questions by Friday (midnight) and post responses to two peers by Sunday (midnight).
 
Discussion 11:   Your Questions
Based upon your reading about rock & roll, form what you would consider to be a thought-provoking discussion question.  This should be a question that could theoretically be posed in a discussion forum such as the one in which you have participated.  Then choose two of your classmates' questions to answer.  You question is due by Friday (midnight) and your posts to two peers' questions are due by Sunday (midnight).

Final Project:  PowerPoint Presentation
Be sure and review the information on the PowerPoint Project link before submitting your file.  This project is due on Sunday, Dec. 2 at midnight.
 
Save your document as Powerpoint_YourName.zip and submit it by Sunday at midnight.

Assignment 15.1:  Project Critiques
View the PowerPoint Projects of your peers.  They are posted in the "Published" tab under "Assignments."  Choose two presentations for review and critique them.  In a couple of paragraphs (respond to each presentation separately), give your assessment of the presentation.  Did you learn something you didn't know?  Did the presentation draw some conclusions and employ critical thinking within the specified topic area of popular music?  Did the presentation fulfill all of the requirements of the assignment as outlined on the PowerPoint Project webpage?  Post your findings in the Discussion section.  These two "Critiques" will be due on Thursday, Dec. 6, at midnight.
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