POPULAR MUSIC IN AMERICA:  Unit 1 Test Review

Identify or Define
· popular music - music that is commercially successful; American popular music is a hybrid of African and European cultures

· strophic - one melody repeated over and over with a changing verse

· Stephen Foster - greatest American song composer of the 19th century

· Vaudeville - a theatrical format of individual performances beginning in the 1880s

· Tin Pan Alley - the song publishing neighborhood in New York/ the pop music establishment

· ASCAP - American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers

· After the Ball -  America’s first million seller (1892), written by Charles K. Harris

· cabaret - performances of “floor shows”/more intimate with audience (no stage)/ more risqué

· Sophie Tucker - “Queen of the Cabaret”

· ragtime - duple meter/more casual/ syncopated/march form; precursor to jazz

· Irving Berlin - important songwriter of the turn of the century: God Bless America, White Christmas, Alexander’s Ragtime Band, Puttin’ on the Ritz, Easter Parade 

· crooner - more natural, smooth, intimate singing style Ex: Bing Crosby

· Frank Sinatra - the most influential voice of the 1940s/ the first “heartthrob” of American popular music

· minstrel show - precursor to musical theater/ centered around white actors characterizing blacks; music based on folk songs from the “old country”, but with black dialect

· Showboat - the first example of serious drama in American musicals; written by Jerome Kern

· Gershwin & Gershwin - George & Ira; brothers, songwriting team Porgy & Bess
· Rodgers & Hammerstein - Oklahoma, Carousel, South Pacific, The King and I, The Sound of Music
· Bernstein & Sondheim - West Side Story
· Webber & Rice - Joseph, Cats, Evita, Phantom of the Opera
· multilinear rhythm - the composite effect of different rhythmic lines played together/”talking drums”

· syncopation - emphasizing notes that do not align with the pulse or the beat

· field holler - a nonrhythmic chant sung by a solitary worker

· work song - steady, rhythmic song, utilizing call-and-response between the leader and other workers

· blue notes - pitch adjustments, lowering the 3rd and 7th of the major scale/an African-American device

· improvisation - spontaneous creation of a performer
· swing - a long-short pattern per beat as opposed to a 2-part equal subdivision
· Scott Joplin - the most famous of the ragtime pianists/composers

· Mamie Smith - sang “Crazy Blues” – the first recording by a black singer (1920)
· Bessie Smith - blues diva of the 20s; one of the most influential singers of all time
· blues - 3-line stanza comprised of an opening statement, repeat of that statement, and a punch line; subjects were predominantly sorrowful, about social injustice, failed love, lack of roots

· Robert Johnson Mississippi Delta blues singer; legend that he sold his soul to the devil for his musical prowess
· Blind Lemon Jefferson - the most legendary early Texas blues singer
· Muddy Waters - Chicago urban blues singer who influenced many later rock musicians
· jazz - unique form of African-American music, the result of a significant culture mix; birthplace New Orleans

· Creole - New Orleanians of French and Spanish descent; later, New Orleanians of mixed race 

· Original Dixieland Jazz Band - made 1st jazz record in 1917

· Jelly Roll Morton - formed the Red Hot Peppers; he was the culmination of the current style before Armstrong and Beiderbecke

· Louis Armstrong - jazz innovator; changed to trumpet, extended range, improvisation very flashy, scat singing, “hot” style of jazz; Johnny Appleseed of jazz

· scat singing - using nonsense syllables instead of words to imitate the articulation of an instrument

· “hot” jazz - style led by Louis Armstrong with flamboyant solos, bright sound, high range, adventurous rhythms, robust vibrato

· Bix Beiderbecke - the first great white jazz star; founded the “cool” strain of jazz; one of the first jazz modernists

· “cool” jazz - warm, mellow sound, narrower range, cerebral, romantic, intimate, subtle, introspective; renewed interest after the swing years

· dissonance - combining tones to create tension (sounds bad until changed)

· consonance - combining tones to create relaxation (sounds good)

· Swing Era - the most popular period for jazz; characterized by dance orchestras (big bands)

· Fletcher Henderson - led the 1st significant big band; used rather complex written arrangements

· homophonic - block writing, instruments play chords moving along at the same rhythm

· polyphonic - independent lines played concurrently as in the 3-horn New Orleans bands

· Count Basie - formed the greatest of the Kansas City bands, who used riff figures

· riff - a short repeated phrase; figures which were more rhythmic than melodic

· Bennie Goodman - the “King of Swing”; ushered swing into mainstream; the first band to successfully integrate
· Duke Ellington - reached an ambitious level of high art in popular music; prolific; one of America’s greatest composers; used unusual combinations of instruments

· Glenn Miller - developed the most commercially successful style of any of the swing bands

· Dizzy Gillespie, Charlie Parker - major pioneers of the bebop jazz style

· bebop - jazz style beginning in the mid 40s; tempos extremely fast or extremely slow; difficult to dance to, not singable, rhythms irregular and complex

· Dave Brubeck -  most widely known of the cool groups in the 50s; soft, lyrical, laid-back style of jazz

· bossa nova - “new beat” ; combination of samba and bebop; from Brazil

· Miles Davis - jazz innovator instrumental in acceptance of jazz-rock fusion

· free jazz - spontaneous improvisations with little or no regard for prescribed form, melody or chords

· salsa - the most well-known style of Latin jazz
Questions
· What is the difference between the purpose of African and European music?

· What has happened with musical theater economically?

· How did the depression affect the music industry?

· How did race discrimination affect jazz?

Listening

· After the Ball (composed by Charles K. Harris)
· Old Folks at Home (composed by Stephen Foster)
· Alexander’s Ragtime Band (Bessie Smith)
· Maple Leaf Rag (Scott Joplin)
· Puttin’ on the Ritz (Fred Astaire)
· Under My Skin (Frank Sinatra)
· Swanee (Al Jolsen)
· Summertime (Billie Holliday)
· Hellhound on My Trail (Robert Johnson)
· St. Louis Blues (Bessie Smith)
· Rolling Stone (Muddy Waters)
· Black Bottom Stomp (Jelly Roll Morton)
· West End Blues  (Louis Armstrong)
· Singin’ the Blues (Bix Beiderbecke)
· 1917 (Original Dixieland Jazz Band)
· In the Mood (Glenn Miller Band)
· Take Five (Dave Brubeck Quartet)
· KoKo (Charlie Parker)
· Watermelon Man (Herbie Hancock)
· Free Jazz (Ornette Coleman)
