Music Appreciation

Group Assignment

Comparison:  Renaissance Love Songs and Contemporary Love Songs
The Renaissance is famous for its love songs.  In the 15th through the early 17th centuries, music began to be printed and sold. Musical themes spread rapidly throughout Europe, particularly those developed by the troubadours of Provence in earlier centuries. With the coming of the Renaissance, the Church lost some of its power to control ideas. The notion of courtly love, so distasteful to the clergy, was widely celebrated in the cultural centers of Europe. It was only occasionally taken seriously in the courts and castles of the elite, but its imagery was inviting and it sounded good.  Make a comparison of the love songs of the Renaissance with those you hear today.
Tasks to assign:

· Find examples of Renaissance love songs and those today
· Present recordings and lyrics (handouts or digital to be shown on the screen) of the lyrics to compare

· Place the love songs of both time periods in their cultural context with background material
· choose 2 people to present the information of love songs in the two eras in class (on Thursday)

· choose a facilitator who will moderate the discussion
Group tasks (work together):
· write (or talk through and keep some notes) the background material/cultural context

· come up with some answers to the follow-up question to guide the discussion
On the day of presentation:

· Comparison of the love songs of the two eras
· Ask the following questions to the entire class and facilitate a discussion:  “Are women viewed differently as expressed in the love songs of these two different eras?  How?  Why?”
