Students,

Let me take this opportunity for a few reminders regarding the discussion questions:
· Answer the original question completely.  Don’t pick and choose which parts to answer, or you won’t receive full credit.
· Proofread your posts before submitting!  Spelling, punctuation (please use commas), capitalization, and grammar DO count.  
· Use complete sentences and a more formal than conversational style.  This discussion forum should not be approached with the same informality as a blog or an email.  Part of your grade in the discussion forum is based upon your ability to communicate effectively about the subject matter in a scholarly manner.  In other words, write as if you are writing a research report and not like you are in a chat room.  
· When referring to songs, they should be enclosed in quotation marks (“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”).  Larger works, such as musicals should be italicized (The Sound of Music).
· Remember to address the person to whom you are responding at the beginning of your post.
· Read ALL of the posts.  The discussion forum is part of the learning process.  When I grade your posts, Blackboard provides me with the statistics of how many of the posts you have read.  Some of you are only reading two answers and then responding. 
· Remember to rate the posts that you read.  This is good feedback to see which posts are  most valuable to your peers.
· Simply agreeing with someone else’s post is NOT a discussion.  Offer new information, ask a question, or elaborate on someone else’s answer.  Otherwise, a “me, too” answer will receive no credit.  If you use the words “I agree” in your response, be very careful to include some discussion material also.
· If you are uncertain as to whether your responses fulfill the criteria, you can always respond to more than two answers in order to provide more discussion material.  For example, feel free to respond with “I saw that musical also and enjoyed it very much,” but understand that this response does not fulfill the discussion requirement.
· Last, but not least – give legitimate ratings!  A rating of 4 stars should be a very well thought out comprehensive answer of substance.  The purpose of the ratings is to communicate where the most valuable posts are, and not to jump through a hoop by giving everyone the same rating.
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